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REPORT  ON  THE  ARCHIVES  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 


By  Clakexce  S.  Brigham, 
lAbrarmn  of  the  llhode  Ishmd  Historical  Soclely.<^ 


INTliODrCTlOX. 

The  aecoiTipanviii^^-  i'e})()rt  attiMiipts  t<;  list  and  deseribo  all 
of  the  nia)iuscrij)t  archixes  in  the  possession  ul' the  Stat«M)t' 
Rhode  Island,  of  the  ti\  e  county  courts,  and  of  i^ach  city  and 
toAvn  in  the  State.  The  ]al>or  of  coni])ilino-  this  report  has 
been  a  much  <4i"cater  task  than  was  at  lirst  suj)pos(Hl.  The 
inaccessibility  of  many  of  the  records,  the  examination  of 
hundreds  of  xolumes  a\  hose  letterino'on  the  ])ack  <>a\  e  no  ade- 
cpiate  descri])tion  of  (lu^  ccnitents  w  ithin,  (he  ureat  \  ari(^ty  of 
reeords  kept  ])y  the  towns,  especially  those  incorj^orated  in 
the  seventeenth  century,  and  the  time  coiisumed  in  visitino- 
personalh  the  town  o(lic(\^.  sonic  of  which  Averc  S  or  lo  miles 
from  the  nearest  raili'oad,  have  been  coo(Mit  reasons  for  con- 
tining- tliis  report  to  the  archives  alone.  It  had  at  first  been 
intended  to  emuncrate  all  of  the  Slate,  city,  and  tow  n  printed 
material,  ])ut  on  account  of  the*  considerations  nuMitioned 
above  it  lias  ])een  deemed  hest  to  leave  such  an  <Miumei-ation 
for  some  future  time,  making  only  such  occasional  reference 
to  printed  reports  as  seemed  ne(tes>tirv-. 

The  manuscript  archives  of  the  State  of  Kliode  Island  prop- 
erly consist  of  the  documents  'and  jxipcM's  in  the  custody  of 
the  secretary  of  state,  tlie  otlicial  tiles  of  the  various  depart- 
intMits  of  the  State,  and  tlie  occasional  documents  of  a  public 
nature  deposited  ^vith  the  Stat*^  ))y  ]M'ivate  inili viduals.  The 
richness  and  value  of  this  coUectioFi  has  bcvMi  nnieh  more 
appr<H  iated  now  that  the  documcMds  linally  have  Ixmmi  brought 
together  und(M"  one  roof  in  tlu*  new  statehouse  at  Providence. 

«  Assistetl  in  ]>!irts  of  tin- report  by  rniiikc;.  Hale^.  I'li.  U..  Professor  of  ni>'(ory,  Alfred 
Tniversity. 
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The  joint  »ielect  committop  upf)n  the  public  archives,  ap- 
pointed in  ISBo  to  examine  the  pii])lie  docmnents  in  the  old 
statehoase,  reported  that  "the  public  archives  of  this  State 
are  rich  in  abnost  every  variety  of  rare  and  valua])le  docu- 
ments, whether  for  illustrating  the  political,  nuinicipal,  legis- 
lative, or  judicial  liistory  of  the  State,  and  tiitit  the  loss  of 
them,  b>^  whatever  means,  either  by  tire  or  l)y  process  of 
decay  for  want  of  proper  care,  would  be  an  irrei)ara])le  loss." 
Conditions  have  greatly  changed  since  l^Go,  ])ut  it  will  not 
be  long  before  some  of  the  departments  will  l)e  looking  for 
more  room  to  store  their  records,  and  as  is  generally  the  case 
the  earlier  recoi'ds  will  l)e  placed  in  some  other  depository  to 
make  way  for  those  in  later  and  current  u.«^e. 

The  suggestion  of  the  State  record  connnissioner,  ^Ir.  R. 
Plammett  Tilley.  is  well  worthy  of  attention  in  this  regai'd. 
In  such  an  oflice  he  >ays  (Kepoi't,  bsiKS.  ]>.  S.  lSiii>.  p.  0)  "the 
records  and  pa[)ers  in  the  custody  of  th(»  secretai\\'  of  state, 
and  all  court  papers  and  tiles,  prex  ious  to  a  lixed  date,  could 
be  y>ro{)erly  arranged,  indexed,  and  cared  for.  ^lany  papers 
now  in  pri\ate  hands  would  l>e  j)laced  in  public  custody  if 
the  owners  were  certain  Ihev  would  be  pi'opei-ly  presei'ved 
and  made  a\  ailable.  Many  public  documents  now  scattered 
in  other  de})art nients  would  ])e  brought  together.  (Questions 
that  now  are  asked  of  dill'erent  ollicials  cf)uld  be  answered  by 
one,  and  information  that  can  not  now  be  obtained  without 
much  trouble  and  expense  could,  in  most  cases,  be  pi'omptly 
furnished." 

No  com])lete  enumeration  of  the  pi'inted  documents  of  the 
State  has  ever  been  mad(\  noi'  is  it  probable  that  a  (•(>mi)lete 
list  could  ])e  compiled  at  this  day.  Bowk(u-'s  State  Publica- 
tions, 18'.>1>,  is  very  incomplete  and  contains  inaccuracies. 
Mr.  J.  11.  Bongart/  has  published  a  Check-List  of  IvIukIc 
Island  Laws  to  ]S!t:;.and  the  authors  of  this  report  have  pre- 
pared a  tentative  check  list  of  Rhode  Island  documents 
printed  since  L^.^o.  'I'his  latter,  published  in  th(^  n^port  of 
the  State  lil)rarian  for  l5>0o,  is  contVvssedly  incomplete. 

The  court  records  of  the  State  cotisist  of  the  varicnis  docu- 
ments in  poss(\ssion  of  the  live  county  coui  ts  of  the  Stat<'  — 
the  Bristol  County  court-house  at  Ibi^tol.  ihe  Kent  County 
court-house  at  East  Greenwich,  tlu'  Newport  County  con  it- 
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house  at  Newport,  the  Providence  Countv  court-House  ut 
Providence,  and  the  Wushin<^ton  C'ounty  court-house  at 
Kino-stou.  These  records  are  nearly  all  in  good  condition 
and  well  cared  for,  although  some  of  the  otHces  re([uire  more 
am])le  quarters  for  their  'rapidly  accumulating  records.  The 
earlier  records  of  these  offices  contain  many  plats,  deposi- 
tions, deeds,  etc.,  tiled  with  petitions,  which  are  of  great 
value. 

The  records  of  the  twelve  district  courts  of  the  State,  Avhich 
are  not  enumerated  in  this  i-eport,  might  p]-o})erly  be  men- 
tioned in  this  i)ltice.  Thes(^  courts  were  established  in  1S80. 
According  to  statute  law  they  ''have  the  custody  of  all  the 
records,  books,  and  papers  of  the  sevend  justice  courts  here- 
tofore established  within  their  respective  judicial  districts.'' 

The  town  records  consist  of  the  various  archives  in  the 
possession  of  the  thirty-three  towns  and  live  cities  of  the  State. 
The  great  variety  of  tliese  records  is  explainable  horn  the  fact 
that  at  the  ])resent  day  a  town  clerk  is  supposed  to  keep  about 
two  dozen  dilferent  kinds  of  record  books,  and  the  law  in  re- 
gard to  the  method  of  k(^eping  the  records  has  been  constantly 
changing  for  the  last  two  hundred  and  fifty  yeai-s.  The  con- 
dition of  the  town  records  throughout  the  State  is  on  the 
whole  veiy  good.  Comparatively  few  of  the  volumes  have 
been  lost  or  destroved,  although  unfortunately  the  same  state- 
ment can  .not  be  made  as  to  the  miscellaneous  papers  and  docu- 
ments, such  as  original, petitions,  letters,  tax  lists,  etc.  There 
is,  however,  a  far  keener  -appreciation  to-day  of  the  value  of 
the  early  records  than  there  was  a  decade  or  two  ago,  a  con- 
dition of  athiirs  undoubtedly  brought  al)Out  by  the  excellent 
work  of  the  State  I'ecord  commissioner.  In  many  of  the  towns 
the  earliest  volumes  have  ])CQn  pi'eser\'ed  and  rebound  b}-  the 
Emery  process.  North  Kingston,  Newport,  Pristol.  and 
Westerl}'  having  done  especially  well  hi  this  direction. 

Only  one  or  two  of  the  towns  are  to-day  without  some  sort 
of  fireproof  receptacles  for  the  records,  and  there  seems  to  be 
a  growing  desire  on  the  part  of  town  councils  to  provide  more 
safe  and  ample  accommodations  for  the  records  of  their  respec- 
tive towns.  The  .Massachusetts  statute  regarding  the  preser- 
vation of  records  is  worth  <|uoting  in  this  place,  as  there  is  no 
H.  Doc.  745,  08-2— vol  1  3o 
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reason  Avhy  a  siunldv  law  .should  not  b('  in  force  in  Rhode 
Island: 

Every  ofliccr  or  br>ard  in  cliarge  of  a  State  department,  1)oar<l  of  c<Hinty 
coiniiiissioiiers,  city  government,  and  l)oard  of  selectmen  sliall,  at  the 
expense  of  tlie  eommonwi^alth.  county,  city,  or  town,  [>rovide  and  maintain 
fireproof  rooniH,  :^atVs,  and  vaults,  for  the  kee{)in'j  as  aforesaid  of  tin-  puidic 
records  of  tiu-ir  department,  county,  city,  or  town,  other  tlian  the  i>uhhc 
records  in  the  custody  of  the  teachers  in  tiie  puhhe  sehodls,  and  siiatl 
hereafter  furnish  iov  sucli  ro<jms  only  littinurs  of  noneoml mstihle  matei'ial. 

A  bibliography  of  town  dociiin(>nts.  as  well  as  of  State 
documents,  would  ))c  of  considerable  value,  althou<i-h  a  task 
of  more  ditKculty  on  account  of  the  greater  inaccessibility  of 
the  material.  \'ery  few  of  the  towns  have  complete  sets  of 
their  own  documents,  such  as  tax  books  and  >chool  reports, 
and  the  only  collection  that  approaches  com])]et ion  i>  in  the 
libraiy  of  the  Rhode  Ishmd  Historical  Society.  The  State 
library  has  a  fairly  o-ood  set  of  tiie  tax  books  and  there  ar(^  par- 
tial sets  in  the  Ivi'lcr  collection  in  l)rown  Tnixcrsity.  in  tin* 
A\'csterly  ptiblic  bbi-ary.  and  in  private  hainls.  In  the  otHce  of 
the  State  l)oar(l  of  education  there  is  a  set  of  the  school  ri^ports 
of  the  various  towns  from  1>!T4  to  dat(\  In  the  present  report 
the  attempt  is  made  to  list  tin*  ])riiited  tax  boolvs  and  school 
reports  of  the  towns  and  all  of  the  collect i<ms  mentioned 
above  have  been  consulti^d  to  that  end. 

There  has  been  no  attempt  in  the  re|)ort  on  to\vn  records  to 
list  any  records  outside  of  the  town  clerk's  ollice.  There  are 
undou})tedly  many  records  of  school  boards,  justices  of  the 
peace,  etc.,  widch  are  scattered  aronnd  in  })i-i\ate  hands, 
which  it  woidd  ))e  manifestly  impossible  to  enumerate.  Jt 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  matt^-ial  for  this  n^port  was 
mostly  g-athered  in  the  latter  })art  of  the  year  ll»(>:>  and  that 
the  constant  reference  to  records  as  coming  ''to  dale"  means 
to  the  close  of  the  year  VM):]. 

A(dvnowledgment  is  hereby  m;ide  to  all  of  the  various  State 
and  town  ofUcials  who  have  so  kindly  extended  to  us  the 
courtesies  of  their  ofiices.  To  ^Ir.  A\'illiam  dones.  Ph.  D., 
instructor  in  history  in  Brown  University,  who  has  been  of 
great  assistance  to  me.  particularly  in  the  com[)ilation  of  ma- 
terial on  the  court  records,  acknowledgment  is  especially  due. 
To  Frank  Greene  Bates,  l*h.  D.,  professor  of  history  at  Alfivd 
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University,  and  formerly  State  li})rarian  of  Hhode  Island,  is 
due  the  compilation  of  the  larger  part  of  the  nraterial  on  the 
State  archives.  The  State  I'ccord  commissioner.  INIr.  K. 
Hammett  Tilley,  has  aided  me  with  many  kind  suggestions. 

STATE  AKCIIIVES. 

In  this  report  the  State  archives  are  grouped,  lirst,  under 
the  respective  offices  ^Yhere  they  are  deposited,  and,  secondly, 
by  subject.  Most  of  the  archives  at  the  statehouse,  for  vari- 
ous reasons,  are  in  the  custody  of  the  secretary  of  state.  The 
earlv  corporate  character  of  the  colony  led  naturally  to  the 
making  of  the  secretary  of  the  corporation,  or  the  '* general 
recorder,"  the  custodian  of  the  records,  books,  and  papers  of 
the  colony.  As  the  various  dei)artinents  of  the  government 
were  created  thev  were  supposed  to  keep  their  own  records 
in  their  respective  offices,  but  all  records  not  distinctly  belong- 
ing to  any  one  office  were  still  deposited  with  the  secretary'. 
The  secretary's  olhce,  the  oidy  office  that  has  continuously 
been  located  at  the  statehouse,  has  accordingly  from  time  to 
time  been  made  the  repositorv  of  papers  relating  to  other 
departments,  and  contains  the  largest  and  most  valuable  por- 
tion of  the  archives  of  the  State.  The  removal  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  government  to  tiie  new  statehouse  is  so  recent 
that  the  work  of  arranging  tlie  archives  in  their  final  restincr 
place  is  not  yet  complete.  In  this  re])ort  the  archives  are 
given  a  general  chissihcation  by  subject,  although  their 
arrangement  upon  the  shelves  does  not  follow  the  same  plan. 

The  papers  are  grouped  under  the  following  lieiids: 

Secretary  of  state's  otiice: 

SU\tutes.  .    •  _ 

General  asf^embly — 

Proceeding's.  •  " 

.  Senate  journals. 
House  journals. 
Rejxjrts  of  committees. 
I*etitions.  . 
Bills. 

Charters,  etc. 

Miscellaneous. 
Treasurer  and  financial. 
Vital  records. 
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Secretary  of  state's  office — Continued. 

l^aw  aii'l  e(juity  cases. 

Governor  and  council. 

Boundaries. 

Census. 

Constitutions. 

Admiralty  and  maritime. 

Military. 

Notary  public. 

Letters. 

Miscellaneous. 
General  treasurer's  ollice. 
Auditor's  otlice. 
Board  of  education. 
Adjutant  general. 
Board  of  charities  and  corrections. 
Railroad  commissioner. 
Boanl  of  a^'riculture. 
Board  of  health. 

SECnF/JAJiY  OF  state's  OFFICE. 


STATfTES. 

Of  the  iiumiiscripts  rclatini>-  to  the  various  revisions  of  the 
laws  arc  the  followiiio-: 

Body  of  laws  of  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island  lc>»i.S-170.">.    (The  first 

compilation  of  the  laws.    Tiititcd  for  the  lirst  liuje  in  ISiH),  with  a 

historical  introduction  hy  Sidnry  S.  Rider.) 
Records  of  the  committee  a))p()intcd  hy  the  L^iMieral  assembly,  to  which 

were  referred  the  Revised  Code  of  the  Puljhc  Laws,  1S57. 
Act  comprising  the  general  statutes  of  Rhode  Island  as  passed  lS7l\ 
Origiiial  copy  of  the  pu])lic  statutes  of  Rhode  Island,  i8S2,  as  i»assed 

by  the  general  as<eud)ly. 
Original  copy  of  the  general  laws  of  18U()  as  passed  by  the  general 

assembly. 

general  assembly. 

Proceedings: 

Records  of  the  general  assembly  to  1S51,  20  volumes.  (Volumes  l-lo 
of  this  series  form  the  basis  of  Barllett's  Rh<»de  Island  Colonial 
Records.)  The  first  volume  is  lettered:  "Rho«le  Island  Colony 
Records,  164t)-lGG0." 

This  volume  contiiins  memoraiulnins  ot"  tmnsfersof  Ifinds,  of  land  boniidu- 
ries,  town  grants  to  individuals,  proccrdin.-^s  of  the  L'ourtof  trials,  and  aftiT 
16.3(>  only  the  records  of  the  general  a<-euihly  and  of  the  court  of  trials.  Under 
a  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  in  Jauuary,  InJI,  a  transcript  ui  the  above 
book  was  made  and  is  ;irranged  with  tlie  other  vohune-<  i>f  the  scries  in  tlie 
archives.  It  is  lettere<i:  "Ancient  l^eicrd^  of  tlie  ('oh)ny  i)f  lUiode  Island 
and  Pnn'idence  IMantations  from  tlu'  Fir^t  scl;leiiient  on  the  I-land  of  A'luid- 
neck  in  the  year  lt>is  to  ItiTO.  Copied  from  the  orii:i[ials  by  Charles  Gyles,  of 
Nt'Wi>ort." 
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Proceedint;s — Continneil. 

Tlip  other  volumes,  unnumbered  but  bearinji  dates,  follow  in  this 


(Althoui^'h  voluiuo  3  islottcn-d  ir,S(j-171'\  the  records  frum  Octi-hcr,  IGOO,  to 
July,  witli  tlK>  exeoptioii  of  Anj,Mi.sL,  lGi'2,  niul  nUo  from  March.  I'i'JT,  to 
Miiy,  1C9S,  are  missinf^.  Tliere  are,  of  course,  no  records  for  1(187  and  IfVss, 
during  which  years  tlie  colony  was  unfler  the  Andros  rule.  Hee  Schedules, 
January,  18-27,  p.  :!0;  January,  182S.  p.  3.) 


Proceedings  of  tlie  general  as.sembly  of  Khodt;  Island. 
Vol.  1.  1649-1670. 

Vol.  2.  1671-1099.  .  / 

Vol.  3.  1700-1710. 
Vol.  4.  1711-1721. 

(This  is  an  inconipleto  fde  of  the  inanusorii)t  schedules  of  the  general 
assembly.) 

Acts  and  res(jlves: 

The  acts  and  rcs^olves  of  the  general  a?>cmbly  were  until  a  late  day 
copied  on  loose  sheets  of  paper  and  at  some  su])sequent  <late  collected 
in  scrap-])ook  form.  This  set  of  121  volnmi's  contains  the  acts  and 
resolves  of  the  general  assembly  from  172S  t(>  date.  They  are 
variously  lettered  "Acts  and  Resolutions,"  "Acts  and  liesolves," 
•    and  "Public  Acts  and  Resolutions." 

There  is  also  an  odd  volume  of  Actn  and  Resolves  containing  cer- 
tain acts  of  the  year  ISoS. 
Senate  and  house  journals: 

Journals  of  the  senate,  17:)3-1894.    34  vols. 

Journals  of  the  house  of  representatives,  1722-1S91.    57  vols. 

The  more  recent  journals  of  the  senate  and  house  are  not  yet 
filed  with  the  archives,  but  are  in  the  custody  of  the  clerks  of  the 
two  houses. 


order: 


2.  1671-1686. 

3.  16St>-1715. 

4.  1715-1729. 

5.  1729-1746. 

6.  1746-175/. 
J.  1758-1762. 

8.  1762-1772. 

9.  1772-1777. 

10.  1777-1779. 

11.  1779-1781. 

12.  1781-1785. 

13.  1785-1791. 

14.  1791-1796. 

15.  1796-1801. 


16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 


1801-1805. 
1806-1809. 
1809-1814. 
1814-1817. 
1817-1820. 
1820-1824. 
1824-1828. 
1828-1832. 
1832-1835. 
1835-1838. 
1838-1841. 
1841-1844. 
1844-1848. 
1848-1851. 
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Reports  ct  committees:: 

Kej)orts  of  coniDiittees  to  the  general  as.<enil)ly,  1728-1860.    15  vols. 


8.  1818-18.30. 

About  250  tiling  boxes  of  original  re])orts  to  the  general  assembly  and 
miscellaneous  pa]>ers,  1840  to  date.  These  pai)ers  are  at  present 
somewhat  inaccessil)le,  until  the  completion  of  the  furnishing  of 
tlie  room  where  they  an'  stored. 

Testimony  before  a  conniuttee  of  the  senate  of  the  State  of  lihode 
Island,  appointed  tc>  investigate  frauds  in  elections,  February,  1805. 
Petitions: 

Petitions  to  the  Rhode  Island  general  assemldy,  1725-18(50,  73  vols. 
Index  t<»  petitions  to  the  general  a<senibly,  ]80J-lb48,  3  vols. 
Bills: 

En;.,'rossed  bills,  1857-1897,  19  vols. 

Engrossed  judiciary  act,  1893, 

Record  of  l)ills  introduced,  1.S84-1889,  1  vol. 

Calendar  of  bills,  house  of  representatives,  :\Iay,  1888,  to  :\larch,  1894. 
Charters,  etc.: 

Charters  of  incorporation  granted  by  the  general  asseiid)ly,  1790-1901, 


Certiticates  of  organization  of  cori)()rati(^ns  returned  to  the  secretary  of 
state. 

Vol.  1.  18(55-1898.  .      ,  . 

Vol.  2.  1898  to  date. 
Record  of  certificates  of  incorporation  of  com])anies  under  chapter 

1200  of  the  public  laws,  1893-18^)5. 
Certiticates  of  incorporation  of  business  coriK»rations  under  the  general 
law. 

Vol.  1.  1890-1902. 
Vol.  2.  1902  to  date. 
Certiticates  of  incorjioration  of  literary,  etc.,  corporations  incor[»orate<l 
under  the  general  laws. 
Vol.  1.  189(3-1902. 
Vol.  2.  1902  t(»  date. 
Certificates  of  incorporation  of  Roman  Catholic  churches  under  the 
general  law. 
Miscellaneous: 

Grand  connnittee  proceedings,  May  2(5,  1893.  - 
Record  of  attendance,  senators,  1901  to  date. 


1.  1728-1750. 

2.  1751-17(55. 

3.  170r>-1.778. 

4.  1778-1788. 

5.  1788-1800. 

6.  1801-1809. 

7.  1810-1817. 


9.  1831-1837. 

10.  1837-1842. 

11.  1843-184G. 

12.  1847-1852. 

13.  1853-1857. 

14.  1858-1800. 

15.  Index. 
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TKKAsriiKK   AM)   FIN  ANCIAL    (  Si:i-:  ALSO  (iKXEKAL  TliKASURER's  OFFICE  ). 

Tlie  li  t-asuivr'saccouiitH  of  tlu'  colony  ot  KIk  ide  Ishind  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, 1072.    (Contains  the*  jjfcneral  treasurer's  accounts,  ]()72-1711.) 

Volnme  with  letteriuLr  illt'ui])le.  (Contains  general  treasurer's  accounts, 
•  1712-1781,  followed  by  auditor's  re{)orts  from  1732  to  1812.) 

The  general  treasurer's  waste  book.  (Containing  general  treasurer's 
accoimts,  17.S3-17o9 ). 

Treasury  day  book.    (Containing  <j:eneral  treasurer's  accounts,  1745-1756.) 

Alaphaljetical  book,  Xo.  0,  17G1.  (Containing  general  treasurer's  accounts, 
17(il-17SO. ) 

JJecord  of  certillcates  or  notes  against  Rhode  Island  issued  for  debts  incurretl 
in  the  Revolution.  (<  iives  holder's  luuno  an<l  ahstract  of  naturt^  of 
claim,  -whether  for  sei  viee  or  otherwise.  ) 

Records  of  the  rate  estimate  committee  appointeil  hy  the  general  assembly, 
1S55. 

Book  of  descri}>tious of  notes  on  w  hich  the  Statt'  has  ])aid  a  })art  under  act 
of  June^  17!»1. 

State  vahiation,  1S55.    (Contains  valuation  lists  of  the  city  of  Provi<lence 

as  mad*.'  out  hy  the  State  coimnission.) 
Rejtort  of  the  registered  State  debt  with  certillcates,  1.S49.     (Contains  also 

sk(Mch  of  the  history  of  the  State  debt  as  j>rei)ared  by  the  cummittee. ) 
Register  of  certillcates  i'^sued  in  exchange  for  the  debt  of  this  State,  iu 

conformity  with  an  act  passed  by  the  <reneral  assembly,  .Jnne,  1797, 
P>ook  I'ontaining  list  of  banks,  1804,  list  of  chartered  companies  (military), 

1741-1843. 

Sul»<cribeis  to  the  stock  of  certain  banks,  0  vols,  18:;0-1S.54. 
P>undle,  accounts  of  collectors  of  imposts,  17S5. 

Record  of  mortgages,  deeds,  or  bonds  ^^iven  to  the  State  as  security  for 

emissions  of  paper. 
Accoimts  of  the  colony  of  Ivhode  Island  with  Richard  l*artridLre,  colonial 

agent  in  ]'jigland,  1715-1740. 
Bundle  of  pajiers  relating  to  suri)lus  rt/venue  deposited  with  banks,  18.30- 

1843. 

Fines  and  recoveries,  1728-1750,  1  vol. 

Tri'asurer's  paper  money  account  book,  1728-1 7()2,  I  vol. 

Estimates  of  damages  received  in  the  riots  of  1705. 

Register  of  claims  arising  from  holders  of  notes  or  certificates,  1705-1814. 

VITAL  KECOKDS. 

Returns  of  births,  marriau'cs.  and  deaths,  1852  to  date,  45  vols.  (These  are 
the  return<  from  the  town  and  city  clerks,  giving  the  name  of  and 
statistics  regarding  persons  born,  married,  or  deceased  in  every  town  in 
the  State  from  1852  to  date.) 

lnd<>x  of  births,  1852  to  date,  8  vols. 

Index  of  marriages,  1852  to  date,  4  vols.  '  / 

Index  of  deaths,  1852  to  date,  5  vols. 

(I'or  a  siummiry  of  laws  n  ;,'Jir(liii,ir  rc^istriitiou  of  vital  statistics,  soo  under 
Board  of  lieallli  otrice.) 
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LAAV  AM)  E<iriTV  CASES. 

Rliode  lyland  law  cases,  12  vols.    (  Contains  principally  appeals  from  the 

inferior  oonrts  or  the  su[>renu'  court  of  judicature  to  the  *:eneral  asseniV)ly, 

1725-17-10,  17SO-17itO.) 
Records  of  jud^nnents  of  court  of  c(iuity  created  l)y  special  act  September 

8,  1741.    1741-174;k    (  Contains  jud;j:nients  reiulered.  ) 
Cases  in  eqaity,  1741-174;],  (>  vols.    (Contains  papt^rs  in  cases  ap}>ealfd  to 

the  general  assembly  from  tlie  su[»reme  court  of  judicature.) 

GOVKENOR  ANll  roi  XCIL. 

Governor  an<l  council,  l()')7-17"t;'.  ''The  Booke  <if  Records  Containiui: 
the  Acts  and  Crders  made  1  ly  the  (lovernfM' and  Council  buih  (n-neral 
and  ]*erticular  since  the  fnvt  of  May,  l';»)7." 

Records  of  fines  and  recoveries  under  act  of  the  ^:eneral  assembly  for 
"docking"  and  cutting  off  estates  tail,  1 727-1 7"i<>. 

General  council,  i)rol)ate  records,  179S-1S0(>.  (Containing  proceeding's  of 
the  general  council  sitting  ;is  su])reme  onlinar\'  and  jud<:e  of  probate. 
The  council  sittinj^^  in  this  ca}>acity  also  called  "Supreme  court  <»i  pro- 
bate.") 

General  council.  175()-1772.  (  ('ontains  acts  uf  irmetal  council,  composed 
of  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  assistants,  (;n  probate  apj^eals  from 
town  councils.    The  council  also  acted  as  a  council  of  war,  17OO-1702. ) 

Bundle  of  i)robate  papers,  being  paj>ers  in  cases  apjiealed  to  the  Governor 
and  council. 

BOUXOAKIHS. 

Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  boundary  commission,  1741.    Copy  of  a 
volume  in  the  ollice  of  the  .secretary  of  stati'  of  New  York,  containing 
the  records  of  the  court  of  cr)inmisssoners  for  determinitig  tiie  boumlary 
between  ^Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.     IVesi-nted  to  the  State  i»f 
Rhode  Island  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  New 
York,  ISfarch,  IS-IO. 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  boundar  y  d(~>cumenls,  2  \(>\<. 
Vol.  1.  10()()-I7t)!>. 
Vol.  2.  1770-1842. 

Rhode  Island  and  ^[assachu<etts  boundary  line.  (  Contains  ]>roceedings  of 
the  commissioners  for  settlin'j  the  ea>tern  ])oundary  between  Rhode 
Island  nv.d  ]Mass:ichusetts  T.ay.  Co{)ied  from  the  original  record  ine- 
served  in  the  State  pajx'r  ollii-e,  London,  1S45.) 

Field  notes  on  the  survey  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  made  by  James 
Stevens,  1810. 

Three  bundU^s  of  plats  of  State  boimdaries. 

One  ])undle  of  j>lats  of  town  boundaries  and  highway  layouts. 

Portfolio  of  })lats  of  highway  layouts,  turnj)ikes,  dividing  lines,  etc.,  178:>- 
1835  (45  plats).  '     '  ■ 

Divisions  of  towns,  1728-1842.  (Contains  jtapers  relatin<x  to  divisions  of 
towns  either  accomj)lishe(l  or  proposed.) 

Bnn<lle  of  coi)ies  of  ]>lats  of  early  divisions  of  land  in  AVarwick. 

riat  of  the  Seekonk  River. 
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CENSUS. 

Cen:?ns  of  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  1774.  (Printed  in  1858,  edited  by 
J.  R.  Bartlett.) 

Census  of  Rhode  Island,  1778.  (Portfolio  containing  the  original  enumer- 
ators' schedules  of  the  census  ordered  177fi.    Completed  April,  1777.) 

Census  of  1870,  12  vols.    (Original  enumerators'  schedules.) 

Census  of  1875,  20  vol.-.    (Original  enumerators'  schedules.) 

Census  of  1885,  IB  vols.    (Original  enumerators'  schedules.) 

Census  of  1895,  (The  original  returns,  tied  u})  in  bundles,  are  in  the  oflice 
of  the  commissioner  of  industrial  statistics.  They  have  not  as  yet  been 
transcribed  into  volumes.) 

The  censuses  for  1782,  1850,  ISBO,  and  18<35  are  deposited  Avith  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society, 

CONSri'lTTIOXS. 

Papers  relating  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
(Contains  votes  in  the  tc^w  iis  with  reference  to  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Instructions  to  town  delegates,  l^apers  relating  to  ailoptic^n 
by  other  States.  ?»Iinutcs  of  tlu^  constitutional  convention  of  RhoiU' 
Island.    ^Miscellaneous  pai)ers.  ) 

Constitution  of  the  Ignited  Slates  with  ratilication  by  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  with  suggested  amendments. 

Journal  of  the  constitutional  convention  held  at  Newport,  1824. 

Journal  of  the  constitutional  convention,  Xovt'inher,  1841. 

Constitutic^ns,  1841-42,  (Contirins  pajters  and  pr<jceedings  upon  the  con- 
stitutions of  1841  and  1842.) 

AD.MIKAI.TV  AND  MARITIME. 

Note. — The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  im})ortant  laws  r<^;:arding 
courts  of  admiralty  in  the  colony: 

The  general  assend)ly,  January  7,  1695,  established  the  general 
council  of  the  colony  as  a  court  of  admiralty  (.\rnold.  History  of 
Rii<»de  Island,  vol,  2,  p.  40)  for  the  condemning  of  i»ri/.es  atid  the 
a<lministering  of  seafaring  matters.  This  act  Mas  annulled  hy  the 
English  Government  in  1701,  and  all  admiralty  matters  placed  in 
charge  of  Governor  Dudley,  as  vice-admiral  of  New  England  (R.  I.  Col. 
Rec,  vol.  3,  p.  509) .  The  admiralty  was  thus  placed  under  royal 
control.  In  1743  a  table  of  fees  for  the  court  of  vice-admiralty  was 
adojtted  by  the  general  assendjly  (R.  1.  Col.  Rec.,  5,  74).  By  an 
asseml^ly  act  of  December  18,  17tli>,  the  register  of  the  court  of  vice- 
admiralty  was  required  to  keep  a  register  of  all  juisoners  f)f  war 
bn.u^iht  into  the  colony,  Avhich  amended  the  act  of  Ee))ruary,  1748, 
retjuiring  the  secretary  of  the  colony  to  keep  such  a  register  (Digest 
of  1707,  p.  212;  R.  I.*  Col.  Rec.,  5,  241).  At  the  beginning  of  the 
Pevolntion  the  asseml)ly  recognized  ])rivateering,  in  conformity  with 
an  act  of  Congress,  and  in  March,  1776,  established  a  j)ri/,e  court 
(Scjje«iules,  ^hirch,  177(>,  \).  312).  In  July,  1780,  u  new  act  establish- 
ing a  court  of  a<lmiralty  was  pas.^ed,  which  repealed  the  act  of  1770 
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and  all  subsequent  at-ts  except  the  law  of  June,  1780,  stating  fees 
(Schedules,  July,  17S0,  2d  sess.,  p.  9). 

In  Octo])er,  1784,  the  assembly  ordered  that  all  early  admiralty 
records,  pa])ers,  etc.,  formerly  })elonLrii:g  to  the  court  of  vice-a'lmiralt\ 
of  the  colony  should  ])e  delivered  by  the  executors  of  the  late  reLrister 
of  tlie  cQiirt  to  the  secretary  of  state  (Schedules,  October,  1784,  \).  2G; 
February,  1785,  Pv^7). 

Admiralty  paj)ers,  172G-1750,  2  vols. 
Vol.  1.  172(>-1745. 
Vol.  2.  174()-1750. 

Admiralty  papt'rs,  1740-1788.    (Comprising  9  bundles  of  miscellaneous 
admiralty  pa})ers.) 

Admiralty  papers,  1 77<)-l  780.    ( Compri>ing  three  1  »undles  of  \ lapers  in  jirize 
cases a<ljudicated  in  a<lmiralty  courts,  with  miscellaneous  shi})])ing  V)apers, 
conunissions  of  privateers,  sailing  orders,  registries,  etc.) 
Eegisterof  Rhode  Island  vessels,  177(1-1783,  3  vols.    (Contains  registry  of 
vessels  by  intendant  of  trade.) 

Vol.  1.'  177<.M778.  ,  ,     ,  .  . 

Vol.  2.  1778-1782.     '  "   '  '      ''        "    '  ^  - 

Vol.  3.  1782-1783. 

Bonds,  masters  of  vessels,  1780-1785,  3  vols.    (Contains  bonds  given  by 

masters  of  vessels  to  intendant  of  trade. ) 
Petitions  and  instructions,  letters  of  mar(|ue,  177t>-1780.    (Contains  i)eti- 

tions  to  the  State  government  for  letters  of  manjue  and  instructions  to 

privateers. ) 

Outward  entries  and  manifests,  1782-1787.    (Contains  entries  of  cargoes 

on  outward-l)ound  vessels.) 
Book  of  manifests,  Providence  imi)Ost  oUice,  178r>-1789,  1  vol. 

MiLiTAHV  r.\ri:Rs. 

French  war.     (Containing  communications  from  (iovernor  Shirley,  |)ro- 
ceedings  of  councils  of  war,  military  returns,  replies  of  Massachusetts  to 
Governor  Shirley. ) 
Papers  relating  to  the  Fren(;h  war,  1740-17(33. 
Minutes  of  the  council  of  war,  1776-1781. 
Vol.  1.  1770-1777. 
Vol.  2.  1777-1778. 

Vol.  3.  1778-177V).  if>  : 

Vol.  4.  1779-1781. 

Military  returns,  1770-1782.    (Contains  rolls  of  companies,  pay  abstracts, 
accounts. ) 

Vol.  1.  1776-1777. 
Vol.  2.  1778-1782. 

Vol.  3.  Not  chronologically  arranged. 

Vol.  4.  Not  chronologically  arran-jed. 

Vol.  5.  Not  chronologically  arranged. 
Regimental  book  of  the  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  1781.    (Contains  register 
of  leaves  of  absence  to  otlicers,  eidistments,  casualties,  deserten?,  levies 
discharged,  roll  of  honor,  orders,  etc.) 
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Acfoiiiits  of  deputy  (|iiarterinii>tor-geiieral  under  Major-General  Sullivan, 
177S. 

Invalid  pensioners.  (C(^ntaininjr  returns  of  invalid  pensioners,  ofReers 
who  died  in  service,  l)ein;^  duplicates  of  returns  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
April  S,  ]  7VK). ) 

Papers  of  John  Waterman  MeinoritU  Connnission,  1895. 

Proceedings  of  the  council  of  war,  1S12-1S1.'). 

P>ook  of  i)ul)lic  certilicates  paid  to  soldii^rs  of  lUiode  Island  Line.  Balance 

due  on  a  final  settlement  with  the  United  States. 
Military  officers  appointed   and  commissioned   l)y  Govei-nor  Sprague, 

1801-G2.* 

Register  of  persons  desiring  permits  to  leave  the  State,  lS(i2. 

Bundle  marked  military  pa[)ers,  174'5-17()4.     (Contains  accounts,  muster 

rolls,  etc.,  1743-17r)4.    Forms  of  commissions. ) 
Bundle.    ^linutes,  accounts,  etc.,  of  the  council  of  war,  1777-1782. 

NOTARY  ri'm.ic.  . 

A  list  of  the  acts  passed  in  reference  to  notai-ies  pul)lic  may 
])e  of  service  in  this  phice: 

1705,  October.  An  act  establishing  a  i)ubHc  notary  in  the  colony  for  the 
])erformance  of  all  matters  relatiug  to  the  drawing  of  ]»rotests,  etc.,  and 
providing  that  the  general  recorder  of  the  colony  fill  the  position.  (K.  I, 
Col.  liec.  iii,451;  Digest  of  1745,  j).  H7.) 

1751,  August.-  An  act  for  erecting  and  establishing  the  office  of  a  notary 
public  in  the  town  of  Providence.  Preand)le  recites  great  increase  in 
trade  of  I'rovidence  and  inconvenience  from  fact  that  only  ollieer  of  the 
kind  resides  at  Newport.    (Digest  of  1752,  ]>.  102.) 

1702.  An  act  for  the  ap)>ointment  of  i)ublic  m itaries.  l^rovides  for  annual 
ai)pointment  of  pulilic  notary  in  each  county.    (Digest  of  1708,  p.  o08.) 

r^22.  (ieiieral  as-embly  to  ai)])oint  as  many  notaries  for  several  counties 
as  may  seem  expedient.    Their  duties  delined.    (Digest  of  1822,  p.  300.) 

iS'.i;;.  Ahiy  24.  Notaries  public  to  be  aj^pointed  by  the  governor.  (Acts 
aud  resolves,  January,  1803,  ch.  1180.) 

The  series  of  records  in  the  archives  ))eoin  with  volume  4 
and  contain  ]K)wers  of  attorney,  protests,  articles  of  appren- 
ticeship, manifests,  aUidavits,  documents  relating-  to  pri- 
vateers, and  miscellaneous  acknowledonients: 

\o].  4  1721-1741.  . 
Vol.  5.  1741-1753. 
Vol.  0.  1753-1757. 
Vol.  7.  1758-17(58. 
Vol.  8.  1700-1 700. 
Notarial  Record  Books,  1800-1800. 
Vol.  1.  18»;0-18G3. 
Vol.  2.  1803-1800. 
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In  1758  tliGiv  was  i)as.s(^d  i\n  ''Act  for  le^isteiino-  public 
letters.''    (See  Digest  of  1T«m,  where  tlie  iiiaro-inal 

references  are  to  the  years  IToo  and  1757).  By  this  act  all 
letters  sent  V)y  the  colony  to  its  iMio-lish  a^ent,  or  toother 
pu))lic  persons  or  otlicers  were  to  be  kept  in  a  book  for  the 
purpose;  and  all  public  letters  received  by  the  colony  were  to 
bo  kept  in  another  book.  Althoutili  this  act  was  not  obeyed 
exactly,  henceforth  public  letters  were  more  carefully  pre- 
served, for  the  act  was  rej^eated  in  subse([uent  dio-ests.  ]^rac- 
tically  no  public  h-tters  previous  to  17)>1  have  been  presei'ved, 
althouo-h  there  is  frequent  reference  to  their  havini:-  been 
received. 

Letters,  17ol-1800,  4  vol?:.    (C<Jiitainiiiu'  letters  from  the  governor. ) 
Vol.  ].  1731-1 7<)7. 
Vol.  2.  1768-1777. 

Vol.  3.  1778-1779.  ,    ,  '  ■ 

Vol.  4.  3  780-1800. 
betters,  1731-1840,  i>4  yoh. 
Vol.  1.  1731-1741. 
Vol.  2.  1742-1745. 
Vol.  3.  174()-1750. 
Vol.  4.  1750-1750.  . 
Vol.  o.  1750-1758. 

Vol.  G.  1758-1703.  '  •  •  ' 

Vol.  "   1703-1775.  '  ' 

Vol.  8.  :  776. 

VoL  i).  1770-1777.  ,  .  .  , 

Vol.  10.  1777. 
Vol.  11.  1777-1778. 
Vol.  12.  1778. 

Vol.  13.  1778-1770.  .  r .  -       •  -  ■ 

Vol.  14.  1770-1780. 

Vol.  15.  1780.  M-    \.  .» 

Vol.  16.  1780-1781. 

Vol.  17.  1781-1782. 

Vol.  18.  1782-1783. 

Vol.  19.  1783-1785. 

Vol.  20.  1785-1788. 

Vol.  21.  1781)-!  800. 

Vol.  22.  1801-1814. 

Vol.  23.  1815-1839. 

Vol.  24.  1840-1849. 
I>«tter  book,  1750-1 7(55.    (Contnining  letters  to  the  governor. ) 
P<»rtfolio.    (Contaiiiijig  letti>rs  ot  1773  and  1774  to  and  from  the  governor, 
including  eorreHj)()nden('t' at  the  removal  »>f  ( iovernor  .Jos«'ph  \Vant<»n.) 
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l.ettens  to  the  governor,  1790-1810.  (Coiittfiris  also  report  of  coinniissioners 
on  Blackstone  Canal  and  records  of  api)ointnients,  1841-1 840.) 

M ISCE LL A XEO L'S  RECORDS. 

Records  of  the  Island  of  lUiode  Island.  (Contains  original  records  of 
Portsmouth  until  the  separation,  and  the  records  of  Newport  from  that 
time  to  March  15,  l(U::-44.  ) 

Land  evidences,  1048-1721.    (Containing  land  evidences  recorded  with  the 
general  recorder) : 
Vol.  1.  1048-1096. 

Vol.  2.  1071-1708.  '  '  \- 

Vol.  3.  1707-1721.  ' 
Vol.  4.  1721-1741. 

Fones  Kecord,  1000.  (Contains  ''Records  of  deeds  and  agreements  and 
orders,  etc.,  belonging  to  tlie  proprietors  of  the  Xarragansett,"  1059- 
1677.    Printed  in  1894,  edited  by  J.  X.  Arnold. ) 

Portfolio  gleanings  from  early  town  history  of  Pn^vidence.  (Copies  of 
papers  in  ^Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  Connecticut  records  relating  to 
Rhode  Island.    17th  century. ) 

Portfolio  containing  miscellaneous  letters  and  pajx'rs,  17()2-1774.  Reports 
to  general  assend)ly,  1724. 

Miscellaneous  palters,  1728-1795.    ;>  v(»lumes  and  2  portfolios. 

Orders  of  the  King  in  council,  17;>4-178;).  (Contains  orders  concerning 
])0undaries;  appeals  in  cases  arising  from  the  acts  of  trade,  probate  priva- 
teers, defense,  etc.) 

Narragansett  Indians,  17o5-1842.  (C'ontains  petitions,  acts,  letters,  etc., 
relating  to  the  Xarragansetts. ) 

Proceedings  of  the  Congress  at  Albany,  1754.  (Contains  credentials  of 
delegates,  minutes  of  ])roceedings,  plan  of  union. )  . 

Proclamations,  1750-1902,  2  vols. 

Bundle  of  account  books,  etc.     (Containing  accounts  of  estate  of  R. 

Aldrich,  1821;  accounts  of  United  States  with  Thomas  Greene;  Census  of 

Providence,  1770;  money  advanced  to  ollicers,  177t>-1782;  account  of 

losses  in  Montreal  lire,  170.">. ) 
Portfolio.    Papers  on  Indians;  French  war;  estimate  of  .Slate  valuation, 

1767. 

Portfolio  containing  papers  relating  to  the  loyalists,  Augustus  Johnson, 
Martin  Howard,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Moffat. 

Gaspee  pa[)ers,  1772-73.  (Contains  documents  and  correspondence  relat- 
ing to  the  destruction  of  the  Gaspee  and  the  proceedings  in  consequence 
thereof. ) 

Proceedings  of  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  1774.    (Containing  otiicial 

record  of  the  proceedings. ) 
Bundle.    Copies  of  letters  and  documents  concerning  Rhode  Island, 

1774-1782. 

Four  portfolios  of  miscellaneous  drafts  of  acts,  ])rotests,  letters,  deeds, 
petitions. 

Register  of  conuuissions  by  the  governor  and  general  assembly,  1831-1848. 
(Contains  lists  of  judges,  clerks  of  courts,  notaries,  justices  of  the  peace, 
military  onicei"s,  and  miscellaneous  and  occasional  appointments. 
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Masonry  and  anti-Masonry,  1833-4.  (Contains  memorial.-*,  petitions,  cor- 
respondence, and  testimony'  relatin^r  to  the  anti-Masonic  niovcnient. ) 

Appointments  made  and  commissioned  by  tlu-  p  ivernor.  l>s-")l-ls.")8. 

Record  books  of  inoi  tuM'-a'S,  )>oMds,  trustees'  i>ru('t'fdin,i:s.  and  otlier  records 
relating  to  certain  railroads  in  the  State,  1  S.">:?-1  S93,  o  vols. 

List  of  commissioners  of  PJiodt.'  Island  in  other  States,  IS'vWlate. 

Record  book  of  the  commissioners  appointed  and  organized  under  an  act 
passed  ^larch  31,  1S80,  to  abolish  the  trilxil  authority  and  tribal  rela- 
tions of  the  Narragansett  Tribe  of  Indians.  1SS0-1SS2. 

In  one  of  the  vaults  of  the  Seerctiirv  of  State  is  a  series  of 
wooden  boxes  of  papers.  While  these  boxes  are  labeled,  tlu' 
lettering"  sug-gests  so  little  of  their  contents  that  it  has  been 
deemed  best  to  oive  a  oeneral  idea  of  the  contents  of  each. 
The  colleetion  comprises  26  boxes  and  o  trunks. 

One  series  of  11  ])oxes,  variously  la})eled  •'Accounts,'' 
''Accounts  and  miscellaneous.'-  etc.,  covers  the  period  from 
ITSOtolMl:.    They  are: 

1730-1774.  Accounts  of  I'artritlge  and  Sherwo^vd,  173.1-17(10;  accounts  of 
Secretary,  1751-17(31;  accounts  of  l\^rt  (.reonze,  1740-1744;  petitions  to 
the  general  assend)ly,  1772-1774. 

1775-1788,  Accounts,  1775-17S();  j)etitions,  1774-1770;  hospital  accounts, 
1778-79;  returns  of  deputies,  17S0. 

1785-1790.  Accounts,  1785-1700;  petitions,  17S2-1700;  returns  of  represent- 
atives, 1707-1790;  bills,  1705;  executions  rcturnc.l,  170S-1700. 

1800-1807.  Accounts,  1800-1807;  bank  stalciucMits,  180(^1807, 

1808-1813,  Accounts  of  L'eneral  assembly,  1S08-1813;  petitions,  1808-1313; 
bank  returns,  1S00-1X13;  returns  of  representatives,  1808-1814. 

1814-1817.  Accounts,  1814-1817;  petitions.  1814-1817;  bank  returns,  1814- 
1817;  returns  of  representatives,  1815-1817;  court-martial  accounts,  1817; 
case  of  N.  Ih\il  /•.  Creditors,  1815. 

1818-1821.  Accounts,  1818-1821;  l)ank  statements,  1818-1821;  petitions, 
1818-1821;  retui'us  of  reprcsfntativi-s,  islS-ls-ji;  report  on  education, 
1821;  bills  and  ri'})ort  of  committees,  ls21;  petitions  for  banks,  1818. 

1822-1827.  Aci'ounts.  1S22-1827;  [»rtitions  lor  new  trial  1S25-1827;  ivturns 
of  deputies,  1822-182(5;  bank  r^'turns,  1822-1827:  petitions,  1822-1827; 
general  treasurer's  ri'pot  t,  1825;  justice's  r»'turns,  1825;  report  of  commit- 

•  tee  on  state  of  hanks,  182:V,  act  for  admission  «»f  freemen,  1822. 

1828-1834.  Accounts,  1828-1834;  petitions,  1828-1834;  bank  retarn.<,  1828- 
1834;  returns  of  representatives. 

1835-1838.  Accounts,  18;i*,-l838;  [.etition^  to  L'eneral  assembly,  1835-18.38; 
returns  of  deaf  and  dundt;  i-eturns  of  repn'st-ntatives,  18:55-1838;  Burrill- 
ville  bank  papers;  report  on  Merchant's  I5ank,  1837;  l)ank  returns,  1835- 
1837;  petitions  on  State  i>rison,  ls;52-l>:5.'>. 

1839-1844.  Accounts,  1830-1844;  petition-.  1  >:;9-l 8  14 :  bank  abstracts,  1830- 
1844;  school  returns,  1840-1842;  retnrn>  of  rej-re-entatives,  18.30-1842; 
certificates  of  election  of  constitutional  ronM'nti<'n,  1841;  jietition  to 
restore  town  g<)vernment  m  Trovidence,  pciition  for  liberation  (»f 

T.  W.  Dorr,  containing  large  nund>er  ol  anlojiai)!!  siirtiatures. 
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Three  boxes  on  the  Eevolutionary  war"  contain  among- 
other  papers — 

Receipt  book^^  for  wood,  1777-1778;  papers  of  council  of  war,  1776-1780; 
coiriTiii^sion^:  and  reni.iznations,  1777;  accounts  of  State  with  the  United 
States,  1770;  pa y  aljstracts,  1777-1780;  returns  (')f  clothin";,  1778;  accounts 
in  Connecticut  for  kee{)in<i  Rliode  Island  soldieis,  1777-1778;  inquiry 
into  the  staff  department;  accounts  against  the  Slate,  1775-1 78S;  returns 
for  supplies,  1777-1781;  accounts  for  losses  of  estates  on  Rhode  Island; 
papers  relating  to  ])risoners  of  Mar,  1776;  papers  relating  to  Colonel 
Olney's  regiment,  1781-1783. 

Then  follow  boxes  on  miscellaneous  sii])ject8.  ;is  below: 

Military  returns,  1750-1846.  Two  boxes.  (Contain  returns  of  State  mili- 
tia and  independent  companies,  1750-1846;  adjutant-general's  reports, 
1810,  1825,  18L'7.) 

Mexican  boundary  commission,  J.  R.  lUirtlett.     (Contains  vouchers  for 

bills  {>aid  on  account  of  the  commission.'! 
Admiralty  an<l  maritime  papers.    Two  boxes.    (Contain  miscellaneous 

papers  on  maritime  affairs  f>f  the  citrhteenth  (-entury.) 
Rurrillville  Jiank.    Two  boxes.     (Contain  pajters  and  books  of  the  Dur- 

rillville  Rank.) 

General  treasurer's  reports.  (Contains  treasurer's  reports  and  accounts, 
1736-1738,  1758,  1779-1845;  bank  returns  an.  1  abstracts,  1824-182S,  1840; 
report  of  sheriff,  1834;  returns  of  justices  of  the  peace,  1824,  1839. ) 

"Miscellaneous."  (Contains  returns  of  deputies.  1755-1769;  lists  of  free- 
men, 1757-1766;  certificates  of  legality  to  proxies,  1758-1768;  citations 
and  sunnnonses,  1741-1742,  1785;  accounts  of  lienry  Ward,  secretary, 
1762-1772;  accounts  allowed,  1761;  petitions,  1822,  1827.) 

Ap|)eals  and  petitions  for  new  trials,  bonds,  and  executions.  (Contains 
petitions,  1765,  1766,  1780,  1795,  1796,  1810;  aci'ounts  relating  to  i.irates, 
1738-1739;  toleration  appeals  to  council.  172S;  executions,  1733-1840; 
appeals  to  governor  and  council,  1740-1771;  recognizances,  1742;  equity 
papers,  1741-1743;  appeal  bonds,  1723-1797.) 

Petitions  voted  out,  withdrawn,  and  non-concurred  in  by  the  general 
assembly,  1818-18.38. 

Miscellaneous  petitions  to  the  general  assembly,  1729-1772. 

"Eighteenth  century  pai)ers  in  }>ortfoli(»s."  (Contains  papers  on  paper 
money,  1728-1786;  rate  papers,  1745-1767;  general  treasurer's  accounts, 
1741-1791;  highway  i)apers,  1724-1792;  lotteries,  1743-1787;  pai)ers  on 
Westerly,  1749-1764;  counterfeiting,  1739-1756;  poor  debtor  paj)ers, 
1751-1 7()4;  ])etitions  and  executions,  1730-1784;  i)robate  papers,  1724- 
1779;  ferries,  1727-1768;  depositions,  1756-1799;  accounts  for  Fort  George, 
1732-1766.) 

1  box  withotit  label.  (List  of  estates  and  freemen.  New  Shoreham,  1762; 
paper  money  burned,  1729;  town  i)roperty  in  the  State,  1783;  sheriff 
bonds,  1762-176)4;  rate  lists,  1747-1800;  acts  concerning  town  rates,  1749- 
1754;  deputies  and  freemen,  1727-1778;  warrants  and  sununons  to  gen- 
eral assembly,  1750-1781;  general  assenddy  fines,  1749-1752;  general 
assendjly  docket,  1747-1812;  appeal  bonds,  1761-1775.) 
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(Trunk)  Papers  in  case  of  Wni.  Allen  etui.     lUackstone  Canal  Co.,  183S. 

(Trunk)  Contains  abstract  uf  State  <lel)t,  l*  vols.;  register  of  cvrtitieates  of 
State  debt  issued,  1797;  certificates  issued  t(^  creditors  of  State,  17!io;  o 
volumes  of  record  of  certilicates  for  two  years'  interest  <>u  the  debt 
issued  1797;  check  book  on  issue  <»f  cfrtiticates,  1795. 

(Trunk)  Contains  rcLristHr  of  certificates  of  Stat*- debt  issued  1797;  lottery 
reference  book;  lo^^.f  J>rl<j  LcopnnJ,  ISoO;  record  of  State  tax  a|ti)ortione<l 
on  towns,  1779-1788;  corres]»ondence  of  A.  I)exterand  W.  Cohvell,  1808; 
papers  relating  to  the  Farmers'  Exchange  Bank,  of  Ciloucester;  miscel- 
laneous papers. 

GENJ:1JAL  TREASrirER's  OFFICE. 

The  o-cneml  treasurer  has  been  a  reeoenized  ofhcer  from 
the  very  })eo-iniiino-  of  the  colony  in  KMT.  T)urino-  all  of  the 
early  period,  however,  and  in  faet  well  into  the  Tiinetcentli 
century  the  only  Aaults  availai)lo  f<jr  his  records  were  those 
of  the  secretary  of  state.  AVhen  sei)arat«^  quarters  for  the 
general  treasinvi*  were  securc^l,  inajiy  of  the  early  treasurei''s 
records  were  left  hehincL  This  is  the  reason  why  sc)  many  of 
the  early  tinaneial  records  are  to  be  found  in  the  v:udts  of  the 
secretary  of  state  and  are  described  in  the  account  of  the 
archives  of  that  office. 

Letter  books  of  the  general  treasurer,  4  vols.,  184U-18G8: 

Vol.  1.  1840-1848. 

Vol.  2.  1848-1855. 

Vol.  3.  1 855-1807. 

Vol.  4.  1867-18(38. 
Daybook  for  the  year  1732. 
Daybook,  1832-1837. 
Daybooks,  1840-18(30,  5  vols. 

Keceii)t  books,  3  vols.    (Contain  sums  i>aid  for  notes  given  l)y  the  general 

treasurer  in  1 782-1 7S3.    Numbered  3,  4,  and  5.) 
Alphabetical  book  No.  7,  17S1-1792.    (Contains  discount  of  money  })aid 

on  notes  to  soldiers,  etc.) 
Journals,  Nos.  6  to  27,  18B0  to  date,  22  vols. 

Colony  book  of  accounts,  1757,  No.  5.     (C'ontains  accounts  of  general 

treasurer,  1757-17()0. ) 
Ledger  A.    (Contains  ai^count  with  the  United  States  1770-1782,  with 

accounts  of  fmal  settlement  1814-1810.) 

The  series  of  ledgers  from  1812  to  date  is  complete,  thouoh 
not  lettered  consecutively.    They  are  marked  as  follows: 

1812-1820. 
1820-1840. 
1840-1850. 
1856-1808. 
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Then  follow  volumes  18(J.s  to  cUite,  lettered  C  to  1,  7  \oU. 
There  is  also  a  vohuiie  lettered:  '•Iveceipts  and  expenditures 
of  public  money,  1837-1840." 

Accounts-  allowed  by  the  general  asi^embly,  1833-185(3,  3  vols. 
Active  militia  ledger,  1843-1. S4r>. 
Returns  of  active  militia,  1843-1849. 

Roll  and  order  book,  Xo.  1  (of  Company  F,  First  Rhode  Island  Regi- 
ment or  Battalion,  Second  Brigade,  R.  I.  M.,  18t)3.) 

Insurrectionary  claims.  (Containing  i)ayments  of  expenses  incurred  on 
account  of  tluMnsurrection,  lS4"2-43. ) 

State  in  account  vith  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Trust  Company,  18G8- 
1872. 

Trial  balance  book,  July,  18()7-April,  18GS. 
State  tax  ledger,  1788-1824. 

State  and  railroad  tax,  1849-1854.    (C(mtains  also  taxes  from  insurance 

conij.anies,  ]8(32-18<)(3. ) 
Bank  taxes.    (Contains  record  of  taxes  asscs.-ed  on  banks,  18(>2-186(>. ) 
Account  of  tile  Touro  Jewish  Synagogue  fund,  1823-18(58. 
Public  deposits  book,    (Contains  accounts  of  the  ])nblic  deposits  received  _ 

from  the  United  States  under  act  <>f  183()  and  ih-jiositcd  with  bard<s, 

1837-1840.    Contains  also  account  of  pernianc-nt  school  fund,  1855-18G8, 

and  of  Touro  Jewish  Synairoume  fund,  ls55-1872. ) 
Account  of  receipts  and  expt-nditures  of  school  fund  under  act  of  January, 

1828,  182G-185G. 

Record  and  register  of  securities  held  by  and  de[)osited  with  the  general 
treasurer. 

Records  of  Rhode  Island  coupi^n  bonds,  war  debt,  1801. 

Accounts  of  interest  on  Rhode  Island  registered  bonds,  1807-08. 

Record  of  registered  bonds  of  the  State  debt,  1807-1891. 

Records  of  the  statehouse  construction  loan,  10  vols. 

Records  of  sums  paid  out  on  the  court  orders,  IMay  to  October,  1854. 

Record  of  angles  to  accompany  <iyster  ])lats.    ( Angles  taken  from  base  lines 

for  locati]ig  corner  stakes  of  oyster  beds. ) 
Book  of  nd<cellaneous  accounts.    (Contains  hawkers  and  i)eddlars'  license 

fees,  capital  of  certain  banks,  etc.). 
Portfolio.    Monthly  summaries  of  State  auditor,  1881-LS84. 
The  oflice  contains  a  comj>lete  tile  of  vouchers  from  1871  to  date. 
Custom-duties  ledger,  1789-90. 

The  books  of  the  defunct  Franklin  and  Cranston  Institutions  for  Savings 
and  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport  are  in  .  the  custody  of  the  general 
treasurer. 

STATE  auditor's  OLFICE. 

The  duties  of  auditor  were  early  performed  ])y  committees 
selected  by  tbc  assembly.  Tins  "  o-eneral  audit"'  of  tbe  colony 
accounts  was  made  as  of t(Mi  as  was  deemed  necessary.  At  tlie 
close  of  tbe  Revolutionary  period  tbc  accounts  of  tbe  colony 

H.  Doc.  745,  58-2~vol  1  36 
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hiid  so  increased  on  account  of  the  dealin^i^s  ^vith  the  Conti- 
nental o-overnnient  that  a  special  auditor  was  freiiuently 
appointed.  (See  schedule-^.  Fel)ruarv.  ITTi'.  ]>.  ^lay.  1781, 
p.  63.)  In  January.  Lsoo,  the  oenci-al  ti'ea<ui-(M-  was  ordered 
to  sei've  as  auditor  of  accounts  (Scht'dulo,  January,  ls35, 
p.  ^2).  Jn  January.  1S5^^  the  oflice  of  Statr  auditor  was  cre- 
ated (Schedules,  January,  IbOO.  p.  5),  and  his  I'eport  has  been 
printed  since  iSoS. 

The  papers  in  the  State  auditor's  vault  comprise  not  oidy 
his  ollicial  papers  fioni  ls:,(;  to  dati%  l)ut  aKo  a  \  ast  (piantity 
of  accounts,  orders,  receipts,  etc.,  of  the  (M'^hteenth  and  eai'ly 
n  i ne t e ( 1 1 1  h  c e  n  t  u  r i  es . 

Large  chest.  (Contain.^  a  <rreat  nia=s  of  iiii^^ccllancM  ms  di  x-iiUH-nts,  cliicdy  oi 
the  eighteenth  centur-v.  The  lai'joi'  jiart  lun c  hrcn  ticl  U]»  in  ])a<'kages, 
num1)erecl,  and  iMhelcd.  The  pajtcrs  thu<  arrangr-l  run  from  1715  to 
1789,  and  c<  »in prise  on h'r.'^  nu  the  tn'a>urv.  \\  arraiits,  ai-vi  •iiiits,  vxichers;, 
executions,  ]nortgages,  hills,  Joau  oHice  crrlilicatcs,  variou.-  kinds  of 
bonds,  lists  of  jurors,  Irlters,  vtc) 

Tlie  enuiut^-iatiot)  of  the  doeuiuents  iu  this  chest  follows: 
Package  Xo.  1:  1770-1 780,  attendance  on  the  courts,  grand  au<l  ]ietit 
jurors. 

Package  No.  '2:  iX'cds,  17lo;  canceled  houd-,  17o();  list  debts,  17t;4; 
mortgage  deeds  for  towns,  1787:  notes,  ]7s;k 

Pad; age  No.  3:  177(3-1780,  general  assembly  ]>apcrs  for  attendance. 

Package  No.  4:  Interest  bonds,  1 7()."5-l  7HS;  -heriff  bunds,  1 74.")-17r)S; 
accounts,  Avarrants,  etc.,  170:5;  subscription  list  fo?- suffering  inhab- 
itants of  l^ostoii,  177-1  (Newpori). 

Package  No.  5:  Ponds,  deeds,  etc.,  found  among  })apers  of  the  late 
Jos.  Clarke,  1780;  old  tonor  bonds,  17.">8;  executions  against  townsof 
Ehode  Island,  1779. 

Package  No.  0:  Attendance  on  general  assenddy,  giand  jurors,  etc., 
1748-1780. 

Package  No.  7:  Pates  eerlilicates,  1750;  sundry  receii»ts,  1700;  letters 
of  adininistrati()n,  170l^;  notes,  1770;  miscellaneous  bills,  1777;  salt- 
petre certilicates,  1777. 

Package  No.  8:  l^tates,  etc.,  1755;  U'lters,  177L-1774:  warrants,  1773; 

execution  accounts,  1779-17S2;  certilicates,  1782. 
"Package  No.  9:  1748-1704,  attendance  on  the  courts,  gjand  ami  ])etit 
jurors. 

Package  No.  10:  1750-1772,  bonds,  17ol>-1758,  17ti0,  1771-72. 
Package  No.  11:  ^Miscellaneous,  bills,  etc.,  1757-1784. 
Package  No.  12:  1  728-1 7:51 -1743.  mortgaires.  sixth  bank. 
Package  Nt).  1.'):  Newport  and  North  Kingston  Colnn>-  mortgages. 
Package  No.  14:  1758-1708-1771,  warrants  against  towns,  executions! 

against  towns,  1779. 
Package  No.  15:  Interest  on  State  Ijanks,  1785-80. 
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Packa*j:e  No.  10:  Miscellaneonp,  lievoliitionary  bill^f,  atteiKlance  gt'ii- 

eral  ai^sembly,  courts,  etc. 
Package  No.  17:  Bills,  1755,  1758,  1768,  attendance  general  as^eni])ly, 

grand  jnry,  1755. 

Packnge  No.  18:  Letter?,  1701-(i2,  Clarke's  letters,  etc.;  bills  of  ex- 
change; lawful  money;  liiouey  due  Ward  from  colony,  1747;  certili- 
cates,  17-17;  list  of  debts,  174s. 

Package  No.  1?):  List  of  bonds.  17()7,  1777;  interest  notes,  1784;  cei-tifi- 
cates,  178G;  executions,  1770,  etc. 

Package  No.  20:  Interest  on  State  notes,  1785;  interest  on  loan  certifi- 
cates, 1780. 

Package  No.  21:  Notes,  1757;  vouchers,  1758;  arrests  of  men  and 
attached  estates,  1765;  executions,  17(>9. 

Package  No'.  22:  Executions  for  June  State  tax.  1778,  1782,  1785;  di\ers 
papers  of  J.  Clarke,  1783. 

Package  No.  23:  Yonchers,  1720-1747;  old  tenor  1)<)nds,  1739;  bonds 
taken  u\>  by  conunissiouei"  on  mortgages,  1701;  list  of  bond  moit- 
gages  Kings  County,  1764;  mortgage  bonds,  i7;)0;  lionds  given  by 
directois  market  granary  lottery,  1760. 

Package  No.  24:  List  of  mortgages  (Smithlield,  1787);  executions 
against  towns,  1778-1780;  State  notes,  1787;  loan  ollice  certificates, 
1779;  Continental  loan  ollice.  1779:  notes,  1784. 

Package  No.  25:  ]Miscellaneous  bills,  1783;  money  ])aid  out,  general 
assembly,  1779, 1780, 1781, 1782;  supply  of  money  for  treasury;  con- 
tinental certificates,  1777. 

Package  No.  26:  King  street  lottery,  1768;  Podman's  pay  receipts, 
1739-1753;  treasury  supply,  1763;  writs,  1754-1757-1769;  miscella- 
neous bills,  1759;  rej)airing  colony  house,  1750;  ])uilding  bridge, 
repairing  Jamestown  wharf,  1749-1751;  colony  inteiest,  1752:  bonds, 
1753-54-1758;  eighth  bank,  1748-1774. 

Package  No.  27:  Bonds,  1750-17(){):  baidcs,  1747-1748;  deeds,  1750; 
colony  Joan,  1756;  several  bills  paid  l^y  treasurer,  1748-1761;  will, 
Edward  Casey,  1733;  indenture  of  apprenticeship,  1765. 

Package  No.  28:  P.onds,  1701-1772-1755;  notes,  17:^Vt-1762;  writs  and 
executions  of  Tanner's  land,  170^*;  w  rits,  175:J-1707;  liodman's  ac- 
count with  estates,  etc.,  174:5;  inventory  of  KHz.  Huntington,  1746; 
orders  upon  treasury  to  pay  lawful  inoney,  1750;  ])ills  paid  out  of 
general  treasury,  1761-1760;  ^\r.  Clarke's  accounts,  1760,  1762. 

Package  No.  29:  County  bonds,  1741-1704;  treasury  bonds,  1767;  tenor 
bonds,  1704;  sheriff  bonds,  1701-176!>;  lottery  bonds,  1761-1767; 
bonds,  1733, 1742,  1750,  1759;  mortgages,  notes,  etc.;  unsatisfied  pay- 
ments, 1755. 

Package  No.  30:  Bonds,  mortgages,  notes,  etc.,  1774-1778;  lottery  bonds, 
1774;  sheriff  bonds,  1778-1779;  warrants,  1775,  1778,  1779;  bc^nds, 
1773-1785;  obligations,  1773;  estate  of  Thomas  Bannister,  1784; 
settlement  of  estate  of  late  collector  and  treasurer,  1774;  continental 
certificates,  absentees'  notes,  1785;  collectors"  papers,  1773;  warrants, 
Middletown,  1775. 
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Package  No.  31:  Bonds,  1778,  1781,  1782;  town  bonds,  1783;  sheriff 
bonds,  1786;  interest  bonds,  1786;  Warwick's  bonds,  1787;  treasury 
bonds,  1779;  Wasbino:tun  County  bonds,  1786;  loan  certilicates, 
1785;  ninth  bank,  1776;  H(iui(hited  certificates,  1785:  executions, 
1785;  executions  for  class  money,  1784;  interest  on  State  notes,  1785. 

Package  No.  32:  Letters,  llezekiah  Babcock's,  1769-1772;  to  and  from 
Thomas  Aldrich,  1744,  1762-1768;  letters  respecting  Samuel  Chace, 
1773. 

Package  No.  33:  Bills  paid  out  of  general  treasury,  1777,  1784,  1785; 
attendance  council  and  grand  jury,  1781;  State  notes,  1788;  collector 
of  taxes,  1783;  treasurer's  notes,  1773;  certificates,  etc.,  1787;  mis- 
cellaneous ])ills,  1775-1777-1784-1786;  bills  for  repairing  Pawtucket 
bridge,  1783. 

Package  No.  34:  Letters,  1773-1776. 

Package  No.  35:  Leases,  Ijonds,  miscellaneous  bills,  etc.,  1781,  17.S7, 

1789,  1764,  1767. 
Package  No.  36:  :\riscellaneous,  1760-1780. 

Package  No.  37:  IJst  of  outstanding  judgments,  1744,  1767;  list  of 
obligations,  1733-1738;  bonds,  etc.,  1757;  supplies,  boarding  soldiers, 
etc.,  1757. 

A  list  of  bonds  and  deeds  delivered  out  of  the  grand  committee's  oHice 
to  be  put  in  suit  for  county  of  Newport,  1761-1770. 

A  list  of  mortgages,  deeds  for  the  State  of  Khode  L'^land  and  Providence 
Plantations  received  from  executors  of  Avill  of  Edwai-d  Thurston. 

Accounts  of  Thomas  Freebody  and  Nicholas  Eastoji,  trustees  for  the 
city  of  Newport,  1786,  1790-1796. 

Book  B,  a  list  of  sums  received  in  discharge  of  the  })rincipal  uf  mort- 
gage deeds.  1 796-1  SO;). 

Book  No.  2,  accounts  with  the  collectors  of  interest  bonds  in  the 
counties  of  Providence,  Washington,  Bristol,  and  Kent.  ]>ikewise 
an  accouiit  of  money  received  wiien  mortgages  are  discharged,  1787. 

A  list  of  the  mortgage  dectls  for  the  colony  of  llhode  Island  received 
from  Benjamin  Nichols  by  a  coimnittee  of  the  general  assembly. 

An  account  of  the  persons  wlio  leceived  the  first  (juarter  part  of  the 
principal  and  inteiest  of  their  4  per  cent  notes  and  the  sums  paid 
thereon,  together  with  those  ^vh()  received  the  whole  of  their  notes 
under  idO,  17ss. 

"Jos.  Clarke  His  Book  of  Accounts."    1754.     (Jos.  Clarke  was  gen- 
eral treasurer  in  Newport.) 
Account  book,  1748. 

List  of  State  interest  bonds  (being  the  third  year's)  due  from  the 

inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Ncwpt^rt,  1789. 
A  list  of  deeds  and  bonds  helou'^^ing  to  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island, 

delivered  to  Daniel  Rodman  to  collect  wdiat  money  may  be  due 

thereon  in  Kings  C(,»unty,  1772. 
-  Several  bun<lles  of  mortga-es:  1742,  1751,  1744,  1753,  1745,  1735,  1728, 

1738,  1743,  1733,  1747,  1740,  1750,  1715. 
One  mortgage,  1716;  inventory  of  Edmond  Casey  estate,  1733. 
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There  ai'C  sevei-al  chests,  which,  althoug'h  numbered,  are 
not  arranged  in  an}^  series.    The  contents  of  these  arc  as 


Chest  Xo.  10:  State  i)aperi^,  ]  700-1810;  sheriffj-'  l)oiids,  vouchers;  returns 
"of  courts;  accounts  of  niililary  oliicers;  Col.  William  Cole's  papers; 
receipts  for  interest,  etc. 

Chest  No.  7:  State  ])apers,  1824-1831;  receipts;  executions  aeiiinst  the 
managers  of  the  free  bridge  lottery,  January  2H,  1S:?0;  vouchers;  returns 
of  town  clerks;  V^onds;  returns  of  sales  of  lottery  tickets. 

Chest  Xo.  8:  State  papers  for  1840  to  184S,  inclusive. 

Chest  Xo.  1:  State  ])apers,  1858  to  18G1;  State  orders  })aid;  receij)ts; 
vouchers  and  orders  for  witnesses'  fees;  retui-ns  of  courts;  returns  of 
justices  of  the  peace;  returns  of  towns;  l\iwtuckrt  turnpike  accounts; 
sheriffs'  bonds;  bank  returns;  papers  lelating  to  insurance  companies; 
letters;  clerks'  returns,  etc. 

Chest  No.  12:  State  papers  from  18»)2  to  ISOl),  inclusive;  receii)ts;  bills; 
orders;  returns  of  ])anks;  commitments  to  Providence  Ivcform  School; 
vouchers;  wiitsof  attachment. 

Chest  No.  13:  State  jjapers  fn.ni  1870  to  1878,  inclusive. 

In  tin  boxes:  (ieneral  vouchers,  1885,  1880;  general  and  State  vouchers, 
1888;  general  voucliers,  1SS7;  State  institution  vouch(M>,  1887;  receipts 
and  vouchers  of  State  auditor's  otlice,  1871-1872;  v(kucherd  for  State 
institution,  1884;  general  and  State  institution  vouchers  for  1882;  State 
institution  vouclu^rs,  18s.");  general  and  State  institution  vouchers  for 
1881;  general  vcnicliers,  1888;  general  and  Stat(»  institution  voucliens, 
1870-1880;  geneial  an<l  State  institution  vouchers  for  1883;  7  tin  boxes  of 
vouchei's  undated. 

General  and  State  institution  voucliers: 
One  chest,  18S0. 
One  chest,  1800. 


One  chest,  18115. 
One  chest,  1800. 
One  chest,  1807. 

One  chest  State  auditor's  vouchers,  1808. 
One  chest  State  auditor's  voucheis,  1800. 
General  and  State  institution  vouchers,  1000,  on  shelves. 
Chest  No.  30:  Books  of  Conunercial  l*>ank  of  Providence,  and  of  the  Crans- 
ton Bank. 

Cliest  No.  31:  INIiscellaneous  books  and  i)apers  of  Rhode  Island  HosjMtal 

Trust  Company, 
Red  cedar  chest:  PK)oks  of  Tnion  P>ank. 

Record  of  the  meetings  of  the  Kh(»de  Island  commi.«!sion  to  the  Pan- 
American  Kxj)osition,  Oct(»ber31,  lOOO-Xovember  14,  1001. 
Typewritten  draft  of  report  of  commission,  Januar) ,  1001. 


follows: 


One  chest,  1801. 
One  chest,  1802. 
One  chest,  1803. 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  IJOARD  OF  Fl>UCATION. 

The  i]rst  poruiaiicnt;  Icoishition  I'or  public  schools  was  in 
1828.  In  1838  the  school  coinniittces  wore  i'C(|uired  to  make 
returns  to  thv.  secretary  of  state.  In  1S15  the  office  of  com- 
missioner of  public'  schools  was  created,  and  in  lsT(>  the 
boai'd  of  education  was  oroanized  and  given  g-cneral  supervi- 
sion of  tlie  school  system  of  the  State.  The  archives  of  the 
office  consist  chiefly  of  the  records  of  tli(\  meeting's  of  the 
board  fi'om  its  organization.  The  (office  possesses  a  practi- 
cally complete  set  of  the  school  I'eports  of  the  various  towns, 
either  in  manuscript  or  in  ])rinted  form,  from  IsTl  to  date. 
The  reports  previous  to  187-1  have  not  ])cen  })reser\'ed. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  AD-JU  I  AN  l  -C  EXEIiAL. 

Before  the  reorganization  of  tlie  mililia  in  1840  all  records 
were  kept  by  tlie  independent  com])anies.  Certain  returns 
were  made  to  the- secretary  of  state,  llie  office  contains  the 
rosters  and  order  books  from  1SJ:()  to  date. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  BOAKD  OF  CllAKITIKS  AND  COrJilXniOXS. 

This  board  created  in  iMj',*  has  charge  of  the  ^xMitd,  correc- 
tional and  charitabh'  institutions  mainttiined  1)V  the  State, 
with  certain  few  exc(^[)tions.  The  lilcs  of  the  office  date  from 
1869  and  consist  of  tlie  records  of  meetings  of  the  Ijoard  and 
of  commitments  to  State  institutions. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  liAILKOAL)  COMMISSIONER. 

The  files  of  the  railroad  commissioner's  otlice  date  from  the 
3'ear  1888  and  consist  of  the  annual  returns  of  corporations 
filed  according  to  law. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  nOARl>  OF  AGRICULTL'RE. 

The  board  was  created  in  1885.  It  has  on  lile  vouchers 
from  1885  to  date,  and  the  records  of  the  meetings  of  th(^ 
board  since  its  creation.  Its  correspondence  is  liknl  from 
1885  to  date. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Returns  of  medical  examiners,  18111  to  date.    (Original  returns 
bound.) 
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Returns  of  births,  niarriao-cs,  unci  deaths  are  filed  in  tto  vol- 
iinics  ill  the  oHice  of  the  secretary  of  state.  (See  Secretary 
of  state — vital  records.) 

The  followiii<4-  summary  of  hnvs  regardinof  the  recording-  of 
births,  iiiarriaoes,  and  deaths,  may  be  of  service  in  this  con- 
nection: 

1B47,  ^lay.    ^Marriages  not  to  Ix'  lawful  unless  recorded  in  town  clerk's 

book.    (  K.  ]..Col.  Kec,  i:  1S7.  j 
16G5,  Ma}-  3.    Law  of  1(347  ordered  to  be  more  duly  observed.    (K.  I.  Col. 

Kec,  ii:  104.) 

1699,  February  14.  Keatlirnis  ]»revious  laws  as  to  town  clerk's  recording 
births,  marriages,  and  deatlis.  All  persons  to  hand  to  town  clerk  record 
of  marriages,  births  of  cliildren,  and  burial  of  dead  within  ten  days. 
Town  clerk  to  return  to  head  magistrate  or  ju.-^tice  of  peace  annually  all 
births,  marriaLTCS,  and  deaths,  when  required.    (H.  I.  Col.  Kec,  iii:  362.) 

1701,  ()cto])er.  "An  act  for  ]>reventing  of  clandestine  marriages,  and  also 
for  the  registering  of  inniriages.  Itirlhs,  and  buiials."  All  marriages  to 
be  recorded  and  names  and  date-  returnt^d  by  assistant  justice  or  warden 
to  town  clerk.  All  |)ersons  de-iring  to  be  married  to  make  ai)j>li('ation 
fo  assistant  or  justice  of  peace.  lUiths  and  burials  of  children  to  be 
registered  in  town  clerk's  oUice  by  i)arents  within  two  months  luider 
l)egalty  of  12d.  line  per  mouth  lor  every  month's  neglect  thereafter. 
(Digest  oi  1730,  pp.  44-46.) 

1727,  Clctober.  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  recording  nunriages, 
births,  and  death-."  Act  of  1701  ha^  i>roved  ineffectual  because  the  town 
treasurer  who  is  not  the  ri'cordcr  is  empowcie<l  1o  sue  for  i»ains  and  pen- 
alties. Town  clei'k  is  given  pow er  to  sue  for  penalty  for  neglecting  to 
register  marriages,  births,  and  deaths,    (li.  i.  C>.)1.  Kec,  iv:  395,  396.) 

1733,  l)eciMid)er.  "An  act  for  enabling  the  settled  and  ordained  ministers 
and  eldeis  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  in  this  colony  to  join 
persons  together  in  marriatxe,"  provides  that  every  minister  or  elder 
return  names  of  those  married  to  town  clerk  to  be  registered.  (Digest 
of  1744,  ].p.  17(i--177.) 

1839,  January.  All  persons  having  authority  to  i)erform  a  marriage  to  lodge 
in  town  clerk's  otlice  a  record  of  the  same.  (Schedules,  January,  1839, 
p.  68.) 

1844.  All  i>ersons  in  authority  to  jierform  marriages  to  lodge  certificate  of 
marriage,  every  parent  to  lodge  certificate  of  birth,  executor  to  lodge 
certiticate  of  decease  with  town  clerk,  who  shall  record  the  same. 
(Digest  of  1844,  p.  269.) 

lSr)0,  January.  Act  recjuiring  trustees  of  school  districts  to  make  record  of 
births,  deaths,  and  marriages.  C<jnmHssioner  of  public  schools  to  make 
and  jmblish  annually  al>stiact  of  same.  Blank  forms  to  be  funiished  to 
school  districts,  clergymen,  i)hy>i(  ians,  etc.  Clergymen  and  others  to 
make  returns  of  marriagi  s.  Parents  required  to  make  returns  of  every 
i)irth.  KliN  sicians  and  suigeons  re([nired  to  make  returns  of  every  death. 
Undertakers  recjuired  to  make  returns  of  interments.    AVhere  no  district 
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school  organization  exists;  returns  to  })e  made  to  city  or  town  clerks. 
Town  clerk  to  keep  separate  lists  of  residents  and  nonresidents.  (Sched- 
ules, January,  1S50,  p.  IS.) 

1852,  January.  Gives  to  town  clerks  and  clerk  of  city  of  Providence  duties 
given  by  law  of  January,  1850,  to  school  trustees,  and  to  secretary  of 
state,  to^^ether  with  coniinittee  of  Kliode  Island  Medical  Society,  the 
duty  of  makin<r  and  puhlishing  annually  abstract  of  vital  records. 
(Schedules,  January,  1S52,  p.  4.) 

1878,  April  28.  Law  passed  establishing  State  board  of  health.  It  had 
duty  of  receiving  returns  of  births,  deaths,  marriages,  and  divorces;  of 
preparing  annual  report  and  of  placing  returns  in  olHce  of  the  secretary 
of  state.    (Acts  and  re.^olves,  January,  1>S7S,  ]>.  107.  ) 

1881,  January.  Law  passed  requiring  certificate  of  marriage  from  town 
clerk  or  city  registrar  previous  to  marriage.  (Acts  and  resolves,  Jan- 
uary, 1881,  ch.  S51.) 

1896,  February.  Requires  certificate  of  prescribed  foi'm  to  be  lodged  with 
town  or  city  clerk.  The  clerk  to  record  in  separate  books  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  certificate.  In  Providence  registrar  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  to  i)erforni  duties  of  clerk  regarding  marriages  as 
specified  in  the  law.  FA  eryone  ])erforming  marriage  ceremony  to  make 
return  on  specified  form,  deliver  it  to  clerk  or  registrar,  who  nnist  copy 
it  and  send  original  to  secretary  of  state,  to  be  by  him  ke])t  on  file. 
(Digest  of  1890,  ch.  101,  sec.  10.) 
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The  charter  of  1044,  which  wont  into  effect  in  1G4T,  created 
a  general  court  of  trials,  Avhich  was  also  a  court  of  assize  or 
gaol  deliver}'  and  a  court  of  common  pleas,  and  which  was 
held  twice  yearly.  In  1064,  after  the  arrival  of  the  charter, 
a  new  act  upon  the  judiciary  was  drawn  up.  It  was  enacted 
that  the  general  court  should  ])e  held  in  Newport  twice  every 
year;  that  sessions  should  also  be  held  at  l^rovidence  and  at 
Warwick  once  every  year  fo]-  trial  in  actions  under  €10,  and 
that  special  courts  could  1)0  sunnnoncd  at  the  discretion  of  the 
governor.  In  172!)  the  colony  was  divided  into  three  counties, 
Newport  County,  Providence  C^ounty,and  King> County  (now 
Washington  County).  A  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace  and  a  court  of  couunon  pleas  were  established  in  each 
county,  sessions  being  held  togethei'  semi-aniuially.  The  gen- 
eral court  was  now  termed  tlie  superior  court  of  judicature, 
court  of  assize,  and  general  gaol  delivery,  and  was  held  at  New- 
jjort.  In  1747  Bristol  County  was  created  and  in  1750  Kent 
County,  bringing  the  total  numbei'  of  counties  to  five.  In 
1747  it  was  enacted  that  the  superior  court  should  be  held 
twice  a  year  in  every  county  iu  the  colony.  In  1798  the 
lengthy  title  possessed  by  the  su])ei-ior  court  Avas  changed 
to  the  supreme  judicial  court  and  in  1843  was  still  further 
shortened  to  the  su[)reme  court.  In  1893  a  new  judiciary  act 
was  passed.  The  old  court  of  conunon  pleas  Avas  abolished, 
at  least  in  name.  Henceforth  there  was  l)ut  one  court,  a  su- 
preme court,  composed  of  two  divisions — the  appellate  divi- 
sion, sitting  onh'  in  Providence,  Newport,  and  Washington 
counties,  and  the  conunon  pleas  division,  sitting  in  each  of 
the  tive  counties. 

The  records  of  the  general  court  of  trials  from  1047  to  1009 
arc  in  the  niamiscript  volume  in  the  secretary  of  state\s  ofhce, 
labeled  ''li.  I.  Colony  Records,  1040-1009.'^  Henceforth 
until  the  creation  of  the  county  system  in  1729  the  records 
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were  kept  at  Newport,  where  they  are  still  preserved.  The 
records  are  here  listed  hy  counties: 

NEWroKT  COUNTY. 

Supreme  court,  appellate  divir^ion: 

Records  of  the  supreim^  court,  l»)71-date,  19  vols,  (called  general  court 
of  trials',  1671-171.");  <:en('ral  court  of  trials  aud  gaol  delivery,  171')- 
1730;  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize,  and  La-neral  gaol 
delivery,  17.'-)()-l 799;  su])reine  ju<iicial  court,  1799-1844;  supreme 
court,  1844-1893,  and  supreme  court,  appellate  division,  lS9;-J-date). 
The  records  from  1750  to  1754  are  missing,  there  being  about  200 
blank  ]»ages  left  at  the  end  of  the  volume  that  runs  from  1747to  1750. 
In  the  volume  1772-1795  are  also  included  some  records  of  the  c(jurt 
sitting  on  the  trial  of  naval  'matters,  1775-1794. 

Index  to  reconls,  1(171- 189;),  4  vols.;  ]8<)H-date,  1  vol.  (arranged  by 
names  of  plaintiff  aud  defendant). 

Docket,  1784-1813,  .37  nos.;  1813-1841,  56  nos.;  1841-1893,  14  vols.; 
1893-date,  2  vols.  (  Since  1813  there  is  one  docket  for  court  and  one 
for  clerk. ) 

Minutes,  1733-1893,  22  vols.;  1893-date,  1  vol. 

Cost  books,  180.5-1893,  2  vols. 

Records  of  divorce,  1879-date,  3  vols. 

Record  of  nuisances,  188(^-1890,  1  vol.  ' 

Record  of  in.solvency  proceedings,  1896-1898,  1  vol. 

Petitions,  declarations,  etc., in  connection  with  cases  are  filed,  171.3-date. 
Plats  are  filed,  rolled,  aud  in  boxes.  There  is  also  one  volume  of 
plats  for  supreme  court,  with  index.  There  is  an  early  ])lan  of  P)oston 
Neck,  one  of  C'onanicut  Island,  16.59,  and  one  of  the  Pettaijuaniscut 
Purchase,  although  the  last  two  i)lats  could  not  l)e  found  in  the  oflice 
at  the  time  of  comi)iling  this  report. 
Common  i)leas  division: 

Records  of  the  court  of  common  ])leas,  1730-date,  29  vols,  (called 
inferior  court  of  c/>mmon  jtleas  1730-1789,  court  of  common  pleas 
1789-1833,  court  of  common  jtleas  and  general  sessions  of  the  j)eace 
1833-1838,  court  of  eonunou  pleas  1838-1893,  common  i)leas  division 
of  supreme  court  l89;)  -date) . 

Indextorecords,1730-dat(\5  vols,  (arranged  by  })laintiff  and  defendant). 

Docket,  1730-1799,  8  nos.  scattere<l;  1800-182:5,  2  nos.  to  each  year; 
1824-1893,  16  vols.;  1893-date,  6  vols.  i^Since  1800  there  is  one 
docket  for  court  aud  one  for  clerk.) 

Minute  books,  17.30-date,  2(i  vols. 

Record  of  costs,  1851-date,  6  vols. 

Sheriffs'  bonds,  1745-(late,  (>  vols. 

Ai)peal  bonds,  1818-18U3,  1  vol. 

Declarations  for  naturalization,  18(;3-date,  7  vols. 

Petitions,  declarations,  executions,  etc.,  in  comiection  with  ca.^es  are 
filed,  1730-date. 

The  records  are  all  in  the  court-house,  or  old  State-house, 
at  Newport.  They  are  in  excellent  condition  and  are  well 
indexed. 
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PROVIDENCE  COUNTY. 

Supreme  court,  appellate  divi^^ion. 

Record  books,  1747-<late,  vol?-.  1-34.    (Court  is  known  by  its  various 

names  of  superir)r  court  of  judicature,  supreme  judicial  court,  and 

supreme  court. ) 
Index  to  records,  8  vols. 

Equity  records,  LSoO  to  date,  vols.  1-22.    (Bills  and  petitions  in 

equity,  with  an  index,  in  (i  vols.) 
Dockets,  1818-date. 
Minute  books,  ]81o-dale. 

Petitions,  declarations,  plats,  etc.,  in  connection  with  cases  are  filed  in 
tin  boxes  from  173M  to  date.  The  papers  for  some  of  the  earlier 
years  are  filed  in  lalx'led  packa-res. 

There  are  a  few  miscellan€H)US  volumes,  plats,  models,  etc.,  intro- 
duced as  evidence  and  not  taken  away  by  counsel. 
Common  pleas  division. 

Records  of  the  court  of  connnon  pleas,  1730-date,  vols.  1-65. 

Index  to  r(.'cords,  22  vols.  (11  for  plaintiffs  and  11  for  defendants). 

Records  of  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  178o-1803,  vols,  A-J,  10 
vols.  (These  seem  to  bi'  <luplicate  records  of  cases  from  1785  to  1803 
and  arc  not  indexed.) 

Docket  books,  incomplete  set,  especially  in  the  earlier  numbers. 

Minute  books,  1767-date. 

Records  of  special  courts,  1810-18^)0,  vols.  1-0.  (Special  courts  for 
trespass  and  ejectment  actions.) 

Cases  brought  from  tiie  crjurt  of  common  ])leas  to  sui>reme  court,  com- 
mon pleas  division,  1893,  1  vol. 

State  cases,  1893-date,  2  vols.  (Cases  ))rought  by  State  for  default  of 
surely.) 

Record  of  deputations  of  deputy  sheriffs,  1800-1812,  1831-1853,  1854, 

1876,  1800,  5  vols,  (set  incomi.lete) . 
Declarations  for  naturalization,  1852-datc,  0  vols. ,  and  3  vols,  of  indexes. 
Dei)ositioiis  in  perpetual  memory,  1800-date,  1  vol. 
Petitions,  declarations,  recognizances,  indictments,  etc.,  relating  to 

cases  are  filed  in  i)ackages  and  in  boxes,  1730-date. 
Plats,  chiefly  railroad  layouts,  are  rolled. 

There  is  one  small  box  of  early  nineteenth  century  turnpike  reports 
and  one  box  of  pa{»ers  and  reports  on  the  Blackstone  Canal. 

The  records  are  in  th(^  county  coiirt-hou.se  at  Providence 
and  are  fairly  well  l)ound  and  indexed.  The  earlier  papers, 
such  as  arc  not  in  bound  form,  are  not  very  well  arranoed. 

W A S il  I N t ;T(  ) N  CO U NT Y. 

Supreme  court,  appellate  division: 

Records,  1747-date,  14  vols.  (Called  by  its  various  names  of  superior 
court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  gaol  delivery,  supreme 
judicial  court,  and  supreme  cfHU't. ) 
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Index  to  records,  1751 -date,  H  vols.  (3  each  for  plaintiffs  aji  ! 
defendants. ) 

Dockets  run  from  at  least  as  early  as  1785  to  date.  Durin«:  the  eaiii.  t 
years  a  small  pam])hlet  contains  the  docket  for  three  or  lour  yt  ai- 
then  there  is  <renerally  one  pamphlet  to  a  year  or  to  a  term,  an'i 
from  1S48  to  date  the  dockets  are  entered  in  bound  volumes. 

Minute  books,  1747-date,  8  vols. 

Cost  books,  18s5-date,  1  vol.    There  are  several  earlier  cost  books  in 

pamphlet  form. 
AVitnesses'  and  ofiicers'  receii)ts,  18S4-date,  1  vol. 
Motion  book,  188G-181):),  1  vol. 

Record  ]x)ok  for  insolvent  ])etitions,  1833-18()3,  1  vol. 

All  papers  havinir  connection  with  cases  are  filed  in  boxes  by  terms, 

1747-date. 
Common  })leas  divisif>n: 

Records,  1731-date,  27  vols.    (The  records  from  1730  to  1731  arc  in 

two  separate  pamphlets,  not  bound  like  the  refrular  set.) 
Index  to  records,  1731-date,    6  vols.   (3  each   for  plaintiffs  and 

defendants.) 

Dockets  lun  from  at  least  as  early  as  1750  to  date,  the  earlier  ones 
being  in  })aper  volumes  and  the  later  ones  being  bound,  one  volume 
for  court  an<]  r)ne  for  clerk. 

Minute  books,  1730-date,  12  vols.  '  '  ' 

Special  court  of  common  pleas,  records,  1812-1889,  1  vol.;  minutes, 
1782-1820,  1  vol. 

General  sessions  of  the  peace,  records,  1730-17^3,  1  vol.;  minute  book, 
1794-1 830,  1  vol. 

Cost  books,  1835-53,  3  vols.    (^Tliere  are  many  earlier  cost  books  in 

pamphlet  form). 
Witnesses'  and  ofiicers'  receipts.  1884-1899,  1  vol.^ 
Motion  book,  1<S57-18(38,  1  vol. 

Slieriffs'  deputations,  1775-1 78S  (in  dilapidated  state  in  box);  1788- 
1859,  1  vol. 

Records  of  intentions  of  aliens  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  Slates, 

1859-18S3,  1  vol. 
Declarations  for  naturalization,  1881-date,  3  vols. 
Depositions  in  perpetuam  rei  memoriam,  1 800-1 8S(),  1  vol. 
All  papers  relating  to  cases  are  tiled  in  boxes  by  terms,  1730-date. 

The  records  are  kept  in  the  Wa.shinoton  County  court- 
bouse  at  Kinoston  station.    The  volumes  are  in  ^ood  condi- 

—  o 

tion  and  the  miscellaneous  pa])ers  are  well  tiled,  but  the  early 
dockets  and  cost  books  need  arrangino-. 

KENT  CorXTY. 

Supreme  court: 

Records,  1751-1893,  10  vol.  (called  by  its  various  titles  of  superior 
court  of  judicature,  i-ourt  of  assize  ami  general  gaol  delivery,  1751- 
1798,  supreme  judicial  court,  1798-1843,  and  supreme  court,  1843- 
1893). 

Index  to  records,  2  vols. 
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Supremo  court — Continued. 

Docketf^,  1S29-1S03.    There  are  many  dockets  before  1829  in  the  attic 

of  the  court-house. 
Minute  books,  1830-1893. 
Cost  books,  1833-1875,  2  vols. 

Record  book  of  insolvent  petitions,  1833-1869,  1  vol. 
Index  to  appeals,  bills  in  equity,  etc.,  after  1850. 
Original  papers  relating  to  cases  filed  in  tin  boxes. 
Common  pleas  division: 

Records,  1750-date,  14  vols. 

Index  to  records,  2  vols. 

Dockets,  1824-date. 

Minute  books,  1829-date. 

Cost  books,  1827-187J,  2  vols. 

Record  of  sheriffs'  deputations,  1827-date,  2  vols. 

Record  of  naturalization,  ]84S-187o. 

Record  book  of  Washington  Manufacturing  Company,  1810-1825 

(evidently  a  volume  introduced  as  evidence). 
Original  papers  relating  to  cases  are  tiled  in  ti)i  boxes. 
Plats  relating  to  cases  Nvhich  are  too  large  to  be  included  in  the  tiling 

system  are  rolled. 

The  records  are  in  the  Kent  County  court-hou«e  at  East 
Greenwich  and  are  in  ^'ood  condition. 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Supreme  court  records: 

Records  1747-1893,  5  vols.  (Called  by  its  various  titles  of  superior 
court  of  judicature,  court  of  assi/.e  and  general  gaol  delivery,  1747- 
1777;  supreme  judical  court,  1802-1843;  and  supremecourt,  1843-1893. 
The  records  from  1777  to  1802  seem  to  be  missing.) 

Index  to  records,  1802-1893,  4  vols. 

Docket  books  are  very  incomplete. 

]\Iinnte  book,  1810-1893,  but  incomi)lete. 

Cost  books,  1860-1893,  but  incomplete. 

Original  papers  relating  to  cases  are  on  file,  being  in  tin  boxes  after 
1802. 

Common  i>leas  division: 

Records  of  the  court  of  connnon  })leas,  1747-date,  9  vols.  (Called  by 
its  various  titles  of  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  court  of  common 
pleas,  etc.)  ^ 

Index  to  records,  1844-date,  4  vols. 

Records  of  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  1747-1834,  1  vol. 
Docket  books,  minute  books,  and  cost  Ix^oks  are  very  incomplete. 
Original  papers  relating  to  cases  are  on  file,  being  in  tin  boxes  after 
1839. 

There  are  a  few  rolled  plats,  chietly  railroad  plans. 
The  records  are  in  the  Bristol  County  court-house  at  Bris- 
tol.   They  are  unfortunately  in  poor  shape,  bein^;'  neither 
well  indexed  nor  well  arrano-cd. 
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TOWN  KKCOKDS. 

[Note.— In  the  followin.tj  rL-port  ui)i>ii  the  town  record?-,  tlic  aim  hiis  been  to  Yi^l  all  oi 
the  volumes  in  the  various  otliees.  These  have  been  j^roupecl  under  the  following  heads: 
Town  meeting  record-',  town  enuiicil  ren >i(l-,  probate  recf>rds,  deeds  axid  hind  evidence, 
vital  records,  assessors'  records,  ^cliool  records,  miscellaneous  records.  For  convenience, 
propriet'irs'  records  and  also])lats  have  been  li.-ied  under  the  head  oi  deeds.  In  the  case 
of  tax  books  and  school  reports  reference  is  al-so  made  to  printed  muterial.«l 

BAIiUTNGTOX. 

Biirringtoii,  whose  territory  early  )>elon;4ed  to  Swaiisey. 
was  incorporated  In'  Ma.ssachu.setts  in  1718.  In  IT-iT,  when 
the  boundary  question  was  settled,  it  came  under  Khode 
Island  jurisdiction  and  was  nierg'ed  in  the  town  of  AVarren. 
AVarren  was  divided  June  ITTO.  and  Barrington  was 
again  incorporated  as  a  town. 

Population:  GUI  (1774);  ijU  (1782);  GoO  (1800);  7li5  (1850); 
1,135  (190(1). 

Town  meetinij;;  fur  }K)th  election  and  a]>propriations  held  on 
the  Tuesday  al'ter  the  tirst  ]\londay  in  November.  Town 
council  and  proljate  court  meet  on  the  lirst  ^Monday  of  each 
month. 

Town  hall  is  at  Barrinoton  Centre. 

KECOKD.S. 

[Note.— Land  evidence  and  j.nibate  records  from  1718  to  1747  arc  at  Taunton,  the  shire 
town  of  Bristf<l  County,  Mass.  From  1747  to  1770  all  records  of  Burringtou  territory  are 
at  Warren,  of  which  it  was  a  part.]  '  4 

Town  meeting  records  from  1718  to  1744  are  in  a  (lila])i(lated  unbouiid 
volume,  which  has,  liowover,  ]>een  tran^«(TilK'd.  From  1747  to  1770 
f3arrin<;ton  was  a  i»ait  of  Warn  ii.  From  1770  to  date  the  records  are  in 
four  vohmies.  There  are  als< )  t(^ur  tliin  vohniies  of  town-meetin.<r  records, 
evidently  minute  ))ooks,  1770-177{i,  1S08--1S14,  1  S2;;-1S:J!>,  183;)-18G4. 

Town  council  records  run  from  1770  to  date,  vols.  l-(),  the  last  volume  being 
typewritten.  There  aro  also  four  thin  volumes  of  town-council  records, 
apparently  blotters,  1 827-1  SdV). 

Probate  records  to  1798  art-  in  town-council  records.  From  1798  to  1898 
they  are  in  a  series  numbered  vohnut-s  1  to  7.  From  1898  to  date,  wills, 
inventories,  probate  journals,  probate  warrants,  letters  of  administration, 
and  administi-ative  accounts  arc  recorded  in  separate  volumes,  l^ach 
volume  is  lettered  No.  1',  18*)8  to  date,  the  intention  beinu' to  transcribe  a 
volume  1  of  each  subdivisiou  from  prior  jtrobate  records.  There  is  also 
a  bond  book,  1873  to  date,  1  vol.;  prolate  fee  book,  1898  to  date,  1  vol.; 
probate  docket,  1895  to  date,  1  vol.,  and  ])rol)ate  docket,  1898  to  date,  1 
vol.,  the  last  being  a  blotter  fo^  the  use  of  the  i)robate  court.    There  is 
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a  vf>liiine  of  letters  of  a<Iiiiini.-;tnition,  guardianship,  testamentary,  titled 
No.  3,  18G7-1898. 

J)eed.>^.  There  is  an  ancient  volume  containing  deeds,  hiy  outs  of  land, 
etc.,  and  titled  a  "IMemoriall  or  liooke  of  Kecords  of  y°  Severall  Divi- 
sions l)oun(1s  ni  y  Lands  at  Sawomes,"  1G53-1797.  These  are  the 
records  of  the  " pr(t[)riet(>rs"  of  Sowams,  or  the  lands  included  within 
the  j)resent  towns  of  Bnrrington,  Warren,  and  Bristol,  although  the 
meetings  were  held  very  irregularly,  often  at  intervals  of  several  years. 
There  is  also  a  transcribed  copy  of  this  volume.  The  regular  series  of 
deeds  number  18  volumes,  1770  to  date,  with  one  volume  of  a  general 
index.  Tiiere  is  a  receiving  book  ior  conveyances.  ^lortgages  of  real 
estate  are  in  5  volumes,  188.3  to  date,  and  mortgage  deeds  of  personal 
property  are  in  1  volume,  1801  to  date.  A  volume  of  records  of  deeds 
of  cemetery  lots,  1892  to  date,  might  be  included  under  this  heiid.  The 
plats  of  estates  are  laid  away  flat  and  those  of  higiiways  and  Jay  outs  are 
filed  away  rolled.  There  is  a  set  of  four  plats  mounted  on  cards,  cover- 
ing all  the  property  in  the  town,  made  in  186G  or  1867. 

Vital  records.  There  are  two  small  volumes  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  one  running  from  1717  to  1803  and  the  other  from  1772  to  1804. 
There  are  also  a  few  vital  records  in  the  first  volume  of  town-meeting 
records,  1718-17-14.  From  1850  to  date  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
are  each  in  a  se{>arate  volume.  There  are  also  intentions  of  marriage, 
1881-1895,  1  vol.,  and  intentions  and  returns  of  marriage,  189G  to  <late, 
2  vols.  The  records  as  far  as  1850  are  printed  in  volume  6  of  Arnold's 
Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 

Assessors'  records.  In  a  case  of  miscellaneous  documents  are  all  the  tax  as- 
se.ssnients  from  1770  to  18G4.  There  are  40  volumes  of  valuation  of  real 
and  personal  estate,  1864  to  date.  Of  the  tax  collectors'  l)Ook.s,  1885  to 
date,  six  are  small  volumes  and  the  remainder  are  in  folio.  There  is  a 
collector's  ledger,  1898  to  date.  The  tax  books  have  been  annually  printed 
from  1805  to  date. 

School  records.    The  scliool  reports  have  been  printed  from  1869  to  date; 
from  1873  to  1900,  liowever,  being  included  in  the  printed  abstract  of  the 
])roceedings  of  town  meetings. 
-Miscellaneous  records: 

Treasurers'  reeeii>t  l)ook,  1737-1746,  1  vol.  (discolored  with  age). 
Dog  licenses,  1800  t<>  date,  3  vols. 

Proceedings  of  the  centennial  committee,  1870-71,  1  vol. 
Attachment  book,  1870  to  date,  1  vol. 
Registry  l)ook,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 
Mechanics'  liens,  1879  to  date,  1  vol. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  date.  1  vol.  ^ 

^ledical  register,  1890  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1890  to  date,  1  vol. 

Notices  of  i»en«ling  suits,  1894  to  dale.  1  vol. 

Jurors'  book,  1890  to  date,  1  vol. 

Militia  enrollment,  1898,  in  sheets. 

There  is  a  ca.se  filled  with  miscellaneous  documents,  such  as  war- 
rants, receii)ts,  petitions,  etc.,  chietly  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
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The  records  are  kept  in  a  tireproof  vault  in  the  town  hall, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  earliest  volumes  are  in  o()0(l 
condition. 

BRISTOL. 

Bristol  was  incorporated  as  a  town  by  the  Plymouth  colony 
in  1(181.  On  January  27, 1717,  it  was  incorporated  as  a  town 
by  the  lihode  Island  colon v,  under  w^hose  jurisdiction  it  hud 
come  through  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  question.  A 
portion  of  the  town  Avas  annexed  to  Warren,  ]May  30,  1878. 

Population:  1,000  (1718),  1,209  (1771),  1,032  (1782),  l,r»78 
(1800),  l:,01(j  (1850),  6,001  (1000). 

Town  meeting-  for  elections  held  on  the  second  Wednesday 
in  iSIarch;  for  appropriations,  on  the  tirst  Monday  after  the 
second  Wednesday  in  March.  Town  council  meets  on  the 
first  ^Monday  of  each  month,  and  probate  court  on  the  first 
and  third  Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  hall,  known  as  the  lUiriiside  ^lemorial,  is  in  Bristol. 

KECOUDS. 

[Note.— Land  evidence  and  probute  records  from  1681  to  1747  are  to  be  found  at  Tunnton, 
the  shire  town  of  Bristol  County,  Mas>.] 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  eight  volumes,  1G81  to  date.  The  earhe&t 
volume,  ealled  the  "First  I^ouk  of  lieeords,"  1681-1718,  and  the  second 
volume,  171S-17S0,  have  been  transcribed. 

Town  council  records  before  174()  are  in  Taunton.  From  174()  to  1759  tliev 
are  in  book  of  wills,  inventories,  etc.,  No.  1,  whieli  is  succeeded  by  min- 
utes of  town  council  and  i)rolKite  journal,  17(30-1811,  vol.  2;  town  council 
and  probate  records,  isil-182r),  vol.  3,  and  town  council  and  probate 
records,  1825-1 8:18,, vol.  A.  This  is  followed  by  town  'council  records, 
vols.  4-10,  1888  to  date. 

Probate  records  In-fore  174()ar('  to  be  found  at  Tauntoii.  At  Jh  istol  are 
wills,  inventories,  etc.,  174()  to  date,  in  nine  volumes.  The  first  two 
volumes,  from  1740  to  17l';>,  have  been  transcribed.  The  ]»roliate  reconl 
from  1760  to  1838  is  kept  together  with  the  records  of  the  town  council 
(see  a))Ove),  and  is  followed  by  ])robate  records,  vols.  5-14,  1838  to  date. 
Inventories  are  ke})t  sejiarately  from  1811  to  dat(\  vols.  2-7.  Letters  of 
administration  are  kept  separately  from  1815  to  date,  vols.  2-8.  Admin- 
istrators' accouids  are  kept  separately,  1811  to  date,  vols.  2-11.  Com- 
missioners' reports  are  kept  separately,  1827  to  date,  vol  2.  There  are 
also  probate  bonds,  vols.  1-11,  181()  to  date;  record  of  j)robate  warrants, 
vol.  1,  1896  to  date;  and  pro])ate  docket.  The  probate  reconls  are  all 
well  indexed. 

Deeds:  Land  evidence  before  1747  is  to  be  foimd  in  Taunton,  and  there 
are  a  few  early  ivferenees  in  the  records  of  the  proprietors  of  Sowams  in 
the  Barrington  ofliee.    In  Bristol  the  deeds  run  from  1747  to  date,  in  64 
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volumes,  and  are  i>rovided  with  separate  vohiines  of  indexes.  From 
1847  to  date  the  deeds  of  perf^rmal  estate  have  V>een  ke])t  separately  in 
four  volumes,  altliou<:h  the  first  is  U-ttered  volume  24,  having  been  trans- 
ferred |rom  tlie  regular  series  of  deeds.  There  are  also  an  abstract  uf 
tlie  colonial  records  of  Taunton,  1680-1747,  deeds  of  burial  i)laces,  b*<()5 
to  date,  2  vols.,  and  a  receiving  book  for  conveyances.  Plats  are  in  folio 
volumes,  and  there  is  an  index  both  to  these  and  to  the  various  plats  in 
deed  books.  There  is  a  series  of  35  plats  covering  all  the  pro}>erty  in 
the  town.  A  numh)er  of  seventeenth  century  deeds,  on  sht-ej^skin,  %vith 
the  signatures  of  the  proprietors,  have  been  carefully  mounted  and  j>re- 
served  in  a  folio  volume. 

Vital  records:  The  first  volume  contains  chiefly  births  from  16S8  to  1705, 
the  second  runs  from  1705  to  1740  with  a  few  additional  entries,  the 
third  is  lettered  Book  No.  2, 174G-1819,  and  the  fourth,  containing  chietly 
deaths  and  marriages,  runs  from  1821  to  1851.  There  is  also  a  small 
unbound  book,  deaths  and  births,  1784-1797.  From  1850  to  date,  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  are  each  in  a  separate  volume.  There  are  also 
intentions  and  returns  of  marriage,  1805  to  date,  3  vols.  The  town  is 
extremely  fortunate  in  possessing  the  following  records  kei)t  by  i)rivatc 
hands:  Deaths  in  liristol,  1740-1755,  a[)parently  a  minister's  record;  list 
of  marriages  performed  by  John  J>urt,  1741-1775;  l>irths,  marriages  an<l 
deaths,  1783-1844,  kept  by  Rev.  Henry  Wight;  and  deaths  in  Bristol, 
1785-1833,  kept  by  Rev.  Henry  Wight.  The  last  has  been  copied  and 
called  Book  No.  3.  There  are  also  coi)ies  of  inscriptions  on  gravestones 
in  Bristol,  1684-1809,  and  two  scrapbooks  of  i>rinted  vital  records,  1080- 
1850,  as  they  were  published  in  the  J>rist<)l  Phoenix.  The  town  cleik 
has  compiled  from  all  acce.^sible  sources  a  transcript  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  1680-1815,  an  excellent  index  to  deaths,  1080-1891, 
and  is  indexing  all  births  by  the  card  system.  The  vital  records  of  the 
town  as  far  as  1850,  not  including,  however,  all  the  private  records,  are 
printed  in  vol.  6  of  Arnold's  Vital  liecord  of  Rhode  Island. 

Assessors'  records  from  18.30  to  date  are  contained  in  73  volumes.  The  tax 
books  have  been  annually  printed  from  1850  to  date,  with  the  exception 
of  several  issues  betwi'en  1858  and  1872. 

School  records  in  the  town  clerk's  otlice  are  accounts  of  school  land  ren- 
tals, 1830-1870,  1  vol.  The  school  reports  have  been  annually  printed 
from  1852  to  date,  with  a  few  possible  exceptions. 

Miscellaneous  records: 

Mechanics  liens,  1848  to  date,  1  vol. 

Certificates  of  manufacturing  companies,  1848  to  date,  1  vol. 

Certificates  north  burying  lot,  1853  to  1873,  1  vol. 

Dog  licenses,  1800  to  date,  0  vols. 

Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  4  vols. 

Assignments  of  wages,  1884  to  date,  3  vols. 

Liquor  licenses,  1885  to  date,  1  vol. 

Enrollment  of  males  al)Ove  20  years  of  age,  1889,  1  vol. 

Naturalization  book,  1  vol. 

Jurors'  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Town  ollicers,  1894  to  date,  1  vol. 

II.  Doc.  745,  58-2— vol  J  37  ' 
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Miscellaneous  records — Contiiined. 

Census  of  1895,  town  of  Bristol,  1  vol  (copy  of  original). 

Medical  register,  ^S9b  to  date,  1  vol. 

Kegister  of  clergymen,  ISlHj  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  commissioners  of  sinking  fund,  1901  to  date,  1  vol. 

Attachments  are  filed  and  in<lexed. 

The  Bristol  office  is  one  of  the  model  offices  of  the  State,  a 
condition  brouo-jit  about  chiefly  by  the  energy  of  Mr.  Jiennett. 
the  town  clerk,  aided  ])erhaps  by  the  fact  of  his  long  term  of 
service.  The  records  are  exceptionally  well  bouiid  and  in- 
dexed, transcripts  have  been  made  of  most  of  the  early  vol- 
umes, records  in  private  possession  have  been  obtained  and 
preserved,  and  a  set  of  the  town's  newspaper,  from  1833  to 
date,  has  been  secured  for  reference. 

BURKILLVILLE. 

Burrillville  was  taken  from  Glocester  and  incorporated 
October  29,  J8U0. 

Population  1,83-1:  (1810),  3,538  (1850),  0,317  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  first  ]\Ion- 
day  in  June,  and  for  appropriations  on  the  first  Monday  in 
^lay.  Town  council  and  prol)ate  court  meet  on  the  last  Sat- 
urday of  each  month. 

Town  house  is  at  Harrisville. 

RECouns.  ■  ' 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  2  vols.,  1S0()  to  date. 
Town  council  records  are  in  l>  vols.,  180(3  to  date. 

Probate  records  are  j)rol)ate  journal,  180')  to  date,  5  nAiIs.  ;  probate 
docket,  1  vol.;  record  of  wills,  etc.,  180(3  to  date,  (i  vols.;  record  of  bonds, 
1873  to  date,  8  vols.;  letters  of  admiuistratiou,  guardianshii>,  testamen- 
tary, 18G2  to  date,  1  vol.;  and  warrants  to  take  inventories,  1896  to  date, 
1  vol. 

Deeds:  The  deed  books,  180()  to  date,  are  in  31  vols,  and  include  mort- 
gage deeds.  Personal  property  mortgages,  1834  to  date,  are  in  4  vols. 
There  is  a  receiving  book  for  conveyances.  Plats  are  placed  in  a  large 
folio  ])ook  and  are  also  tiled  away  rolled. 

Vital  records  from  1800  to  1853  are  in  a  separate  volume,  which  contains  a 
few  later  entries.  From  1853  to  date  there  are  2  vols,  each  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths.  Intentions  and  returns  of  marriage,  189G  to 
to  date,  are  in  3  vols.  The  records  as  far  as  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  3 
of  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 

As.sessor's  records  from  1806  to  date  are  in  the  oflice,  from  L858  to  date 
being  in  l)Ound  volumes.  The  ta.K  ])ooks  have  been  printed  from  1858 
to  date. 
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School  records  in  the  town  clerk's  odice  are  boundaries  of  school  districts, 
1846-1856,  1  vol.,  and  1875,  1  vol.    The  school  reports  have  been  printed 
fromi  1857  to  date. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Record  of  estrays,  1807-1870,  1  vol. 

Mechanic  s  liens,  1850-1892,  1  vol. 

Dog  register,  18(54  to  date,  4  vols. 

Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  3  vols. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  date,  3  vols. 

Record  of  elections,  1892  to  date,  3  vols.  (1  to  each  district). 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Lists  of  juiors,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 

Militia  enrollment  of  1898,  in  sheets. 

Attachment  book,  1900  to  date,  1  vol. 

The  records  are  kept  in  three  safes  in  the  town  clerk's  oflice 
at  Ilarrisville.  They  are  in  oood  condition  and  the  important 
records,  such  as  deeds  and  wills,  have  been  indexed. 

CENTUAL  FALLS. 

Central  Falls  was  taken  from  Lincoln  and  incorporated  as  a 
city  Fehraary  i^l,  181>o.  Lincoln  had  ])een  separated  from 
Sniithlield  in  ISTl.  Cential  Falls  to-day  contains  the  lar^vst 
population  of  any  of  tlie  towns  within  the  orioinal  Sniithlield 
and  according-ly  pos>esses  the  records  of  the  parent  towns. 

Poptilation:  15vSl^S  (181)5),  18,1()7  (11)00). 

iMiinicipal  election  held  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first 
Monday  in  November.  City  council  meets  on  the  lirst  Mon- 
day of  each  month.  Probate  coiul  meets  on  the  second  und 
fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month.  * 

City  hall  is  on  Sununit  street  in  Central  Falls. 

RECOKDS. 

[NoTK. — Tlie  oflice  possesses  the  records  of  Sinitlilield,  ITol-lSTl,  of  IJneoln,  ISTl-lHDa, 
and  of  Central  Falls,  IS'Jo  to  date.] 

Town  meeting  records  of  Sniithlield,  1731-1770,  are  in  a  bundle  with  other 
early  Smithfield  records  in  basement  vault,  and  greatly  need  repairing 
and  binding.  From  1771  to  1871  there  are  2  volumes.  There  is  1  volume 
of  Lincoln  records,  1871-1S94. 

Town  council  records  of  Smithtield:  Tliere  are  4  loose  bundles  of  town 
council  records  in  basement  vault,  1731-1748,  1749-1756,  1756-1765, 
1765-1771.  In  the  regidar  vault  there  are  the  following:  Council  book, 
No.  1,  1734-1749;  council  and  probate  records,  No.  2,  1749-1768  (the 
foregoing  volumes  contain  prol)ate  matter) ;  council  and  probate  journal, 
No.  1,  1771-1797;  No.  3,  1797-1822;  No.  5,  1822-1835;  No.  6,  1835-1845; 
council  journal,  1845-1861;  council  journal,  No.  7,  1861-1870;  council 
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journal,  1870-1871  (wrongly  lettered  "town  meeting  record" );  Lincoln 
town  council  journal,  1871-1895,  vols.  1-5  (vol.  5  contiiins  also  Central 
Falls  council  records  1895-1898). 

City  council  records  of  Central  Falls  from  1895  to  1898  are  in  vol.  5  of  Lin- 
coln council  journal.  This  is  followed  Vjy  the  journal  of  the  board  <  if 
aldermen,  1898  to  date,  vol.  2-3. 

Probate  records  of  Smithfield  from  1731  to  1768  are  in  council  records,  ami 
are  followed  by  inventory  and  probate  court  record,  No.  3,  1769-1797; 
probate  record,  No.  3,  1797-1819;  i)robate  records,  No.  4-13,  1819-1S7L 
Vol.  14-21,  1871-1895,  are  of  Lincoln,  and  vol.  22-25,  1895  to  date,  arc 
of  Central  Falls.  Other  probate  records  are  j)etty  ledger  of  probate  coui  t. 
Lincoln,  1891-1895,  2  vols.;  Central  Falls,  1896  to  date,  2  vols.;  probate 
docket;  and  sei)arate  volume  of  probate  index.  There  is  a  volume  of 
bond  records  (guardianship),  Lincoln,  1873-1887,  in  basement  vault. 

Deeds:  Smithlield,  1731-1871,  vol*.  1-48;  Lincoln,  1871-1895,  vols.  49-73: 
Central  Falls,  1895  to  date,  vols.  74-84;  all  provided  with  separate  vol- 
umes of  good  modern  indexes.  The  following  volumes  are  num])ered 
outside  of  the  continuous  series  of  deeds:  ^iortgage  deeds  of  personal 
estate,  Lincoln,  1874-1895,  and  Central  Falls,  b895  to  date,  vols.  1-7; 
Lincoln  record  of  mortgages,  1889-1895,  vols.  1-7;  bank  mortgages,  1889- 
1894,  vols.  1-2;  transfers  of  mortgages,  1891-1895, 1  vol.;  quitclaim  deeds, 
1889-1895,  1  vol.;  record  of /leeds,  Moshassuck  cemetery,  1873  to  date, 
1  vol.  There  are  two  volumes  of  .Smitiilield  personal  property  mortgage 
deeds,  1834-1874,  in  the  basement  vault.  There  are  two  volumes  of  entry 
books,  1874-1895,  and  receiving  book  for  current  use.  Plats  are  on  large 
cards,  No.  1-100,  and  A1-A141.  These,  together  with  plats  in  deed 
books,  are  well  indexed.  In  the  basement  vault  are  pliits,  fire  district, 
Central  Falls,  1  vol.;  j)lats,  Lincoln,  No.  2,  1  vol.;  and  one  large  bundle, 
marked  "Old  Brown  Paper  Assessors  l^lats.  Books  of  Deed  Descriptions, 
and  Tracings  of  Plats." 

Vital  records:  Smithtield  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  1731-1753,  are 
in  an  unbound  volume  in  basement  vault,  and  from  1739  to  1753  are 
in  council  book  No.  1.  Births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  1725-1820, 
voL  1;  1819-1850,  vol.  2.  Births,  1850  to  date,  vols.  ;^5;  marriages, 
1850  to  date,  vols.  3-4;  deaths,  1850  to  date,  vols.  3-4  (Sniithlield, 
1850-1871;  Lincoln,  1871-1895;  Central  Falls,  1895  to  date),  all  well 
indexed.  JJncoln  intentions  of  marriage,  1S8 1-1894,  2  vols.,  and  Cen- 
tral Falls  intentions  and  returns  of  marriage,  1895  to  date,  2  vols. 
The  records  of  Smithfield  as  far  as  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  3  of 
Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 

Assessors'  records:  The  town  tax  books  of  Smithfield  from  1770  to  1871, 
and  of  Lincoln  from  1871  to  1874,  are  in  the  basement  vault  in  vol- 
umes of  various  shapes  and  sizes,  some  bound  and  some  in  paper. 
Valuation  books  of  Lincoln,  187.5-1894  (vols.  1-9),  and  of  C^^ntral 
Falls,  1895  to  date  (9  vols.),  are  also  in  the  basement  vault,  with  the 
exception  of  those  in  current  use.  Tax  books  have  been  annually 
printed  of  Smithfield,  1850-1870;  Lincoln,  1871-1895,  and  Central 
Falls,  1895  to  date. 
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School  reports  have  been  annually  printed  of  Smithfield,  1847-1871;  Lin- 
coln, 1872-1895,  and  Central  Falls,  1895  to  date. 
Miycellaneou.s  recoids  (Smithtield,  1731-1871;  Lincoln,  1871-1895;  Central 
Falls,  1895  to  date): 
Rules  and  orders  for  government  of  smallpox  hospital,  1776,  1  vol., 

unbound. 
Lien  book,  1847  to  date. 
Returns  of  highways,  1847-188G,  1  vol. 
Record  of  council  on  highways,  1878-1891,  1  vol. 
Highway  account  book,  1889-1890,  1  vol. 
Curbing  account  b<jok,  1889-189.3,  1  vol. 

Partnerships  and  returns  of  manufacturing  corporations,  1859  to  date, 
1vol. 

Dog  licenses,  1859,  1889  to  date,  5  vols. 
Record  of  fence  divisions,  1803-1894,  1  vol. 
Records  of  board  of  firewards,  18G8-1895,  2  vols. 
Town  ordinances,  1  vol. 

Records  of  voting  district,  no.  1,  1871-1887,  1  vol. 
Record  of  election  district,  nos.  1,  2, 1887-1891;  nos.  5,  G,  7,  1892-1895, 
5  vols. 

Record  of  elections,  wards  1-5,  1895  to  date,  5  vols. 
Registry  book,  1871  to  date,  12  vols. 

Record  of  attachments  and  executions,  1875  to  date,  1  vol. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  date,  5  vols. 

Naturalization  records,  1888  to  date,  1  vol. 

Records  of  notices  pending  suit,  1893-1895,  1  vol. 

Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol.  ^  • 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  189G  to  date,  1  vol.  ' 
Licenses  of  entertainments,  1893  to  date,  2  vols,  stubs. 
Peddlers'  licenses,  1901  to  date,  1  vol.  stubs. 

Several  boxes  containing  warrants,  accounts,  })etitions,  highway  lay- 
outs, etc.,  of  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries. 

The  records  are  kept  in  two  large  vaults,  one  in  the  town 
clerk's  office  and  the  other  in  the  basement.  The}^  are  in, 
excellent  condition,  with  the  exception  of  some  very  earl}' 
volumes  of  town  meetings  town  council,  and  vital  records 
which  are  unbound  and  very  much  in  need  of  repair.  The 
arranging  and  tiling  of  the  early  miscellaneous  papers  in  the 
basement  would  be  a  work  of  much  value. 

CHARLESTOWX. 

Charlestown  was  taken  from  Westerl}^  and  incorporated  as 
a  town  August  1738.  Kichmond  was  separated  from  it  in 
1747. 
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Population:  1,002  (1T4S),  1,821  (1771),  1,523  (1782),  1,Va 
(1800),  99-1  (1850),  975  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  ofHcers  held  on  the  first  Tue- 
da}^  in  June,  and  for  appropriations  on  the  Thursday  after  the 
first  Monday  in  April.  Town  council  and  probate  court 
meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month. 

Tow^n  clerk's  office  is  at  Cross's  Mills,  in  the  house  of  the 
clerk. 

RECORDS. 

Town  Meeting  Records  from  1738  to  1800  are  vol.  1-5  of  Town  Council 
Records.    From  1800  to  date  tliey  are  kept  separately  in  vol.  1-4. 

Town  Council  Records  run  from  17.18  to  1800,  vol.  1-5,  and  include  al.-i' 
Town  fleeting  and  Probate  Records  and  a  few  records  of  births,  mar- 
riages and  of  eannarks.  From  1800  to  date  the  Council  Records  are  kept 
separately'  in  vol.  0-10,  there  being  two  volumes  lettered  no.  7. 

Probate  Records  from  1788  to  1708  are  in  vol.  1-5  of  Town  Council  Reconls. 
and  from  179S  to  date  in  a  series  by  themselves  n!md)ered  vol.  1-8.  Thesr 
records  are  indexed  only  in  each  volume.  Then'  is  a  volume  of  ]*njbate 
Bonds,  1870-date. 

Deeds  run  from  17.')S  to  date,  vol.  1-15,  and  are  indexed  only  in  each 
volume.  There  is  1  volume  of  Records  of  Per.-^onal  Property,  1840-date. 
Plats  are  generally  entered  in  the  volume  of  Deeds,  although  there  ar*- 
a  few  plats  rolled.  There  is  a  large  framed  map  of  the  Indian  Reserva- 
tion, mad(^  in  1881 . 
Vital  Records  run  from  1739  to  1853  in  1  volume,  which  also  contains  rec- 
ords of  earmarks,  1772-1874.  There  are  also  a  few  vital  records,  1700- 
1759,  in  vol.  1  of  Town  Council  Records.  From  1853  to  date  there  is  one 
volume  each  of  Births,  of  ^Marriages,  and  of  Deaths.  Intentions  of  ]Mar- 
riage  run  from  1881  to  1895  in  2  volumes,  and  Intentions  and  Returns  of 
Marriage  from  1895  in  2  volumes.  The  records  as  far  as  1850  are  printed 
in  vol.  5  of  Arnold'-K  Vital  Record  of  li.  I. 
Assessors  Records  run  from  1870  to  date.    The  Tax  P>ooks  liave  been 

printed  from  1856  to  date. 
School  Reports  have  been  printed  from  at  least  as  early  as,  1874  to  date. 
Miscellaneous  Records  are  as  follows: 

Town  Orders  on  Treasury,  1805-1887,  1  vol. 
Registry  Rook,  1842-date,  3  vol. 
Militia  Enrollments,  1856-1882,  1  vol. 
Dog  Register,  1860-date,  3  vol. 
Highway  Bills,  1861-date,  2  vol. 
Medical  Register,  1895-date,  1  vol. 
Register  of  Clergymen,  1896-date,  1  vol. 
Jury  Book,  1902-<late,  1  vol. 

The  records  are  in  good  condition,  although  not  well 
indexed,  and  are  kept  in  lire-proof  receptacles  in  th(^  house 
of  the  town  clerk. 
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COVENTRY. 

CoventiT  was  taken  from  AVarwick  and  incorporated 
August  21]  1741. 

Population:  792  (17-lS),  2,023  (1771:).  2,107  (17S2),  2,423 
(1800),  3,620  (1850),  5,279  (1900). 

Town  moetino-  for  election  of  officers  held  011  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June  and  foi"  appropriations  on  the  last  Monday  in 
May.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the  third 
Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  at  Washington.  .  . 

liEt'OJiDS. 

Town  meeting  records  from  1741  to  date  are  in  4  volumes.  Vol.  1  contains 
no  records^  from  1707  to  1789,  which  are  to  l)e  found,  however,  in  the 
original  minutes  of  town  meetings  1768-1789. 

Town  council  records:  Vol.  1  runs  fi-oni  1741  to  KfiO.  The  records  for 
1767-1789  are  only  to  he  found  in  a  hundle  of  the  original  minutes.  Vol. 
2  runs  from  1789  to  1805,  which  is  followed  ])y  an  unnumbered  volume 
1805-1818,  and  by  a  book  also  nund)ered  vol.  2  1825-1858.  Vols.  3-5 
cover  from  1853  to  date. 

Probate  records  from  1741  to  1766  are  in  vol.  1  of  town  council  records. 
From  1764  to  date  they  are  in  13  volumes.  There  are  also  records  of 
wills,  vol.  1,  1890  to  date;  record  of  bonds,  2  vols.,  1875  to  date;  record 
of  letters,  vol.  1,  1888  to  date;  miscellaneous  bonds,  1  vol.,  1900  to  date; 
and  a  separate  volume  of  probate  docket. 

Deeds:  There  is  an  old  unbound  volume  of  proprietors  records,  1672- 
1755.  The  deeds  run  from  1741  to  date,  in  36  volumes.  Tlu-re  are  also 
mortgages  of  personal  i»ro]»erty,  3  V(»lumes,  1838  to  date;  TCdl  estate 
mortgages,  5  volumes,  1874  to  date;  Woodlaml  Cemetery  record  of  deeds, 
1  volume,  1874  to  date;  ^Nfaple  Root  Cemetery  record,  1  volume,  1893 
to  date;  and  receiving  book  for  conveyances.  J*lats  are  rolled.  There 
are  several  very  early  plats  of  divisions  of  land,  including  one  purport- 

'  ing  to  ])e  a  plat  of  the  original  lay  out  of  the  town  lands.  Tliere  is  a 
copy  of  this  last  plat  in  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society, 

Vital  records  from  1741  to  1850  are  in  2  volumes,  and  are  separately  indexed 
by  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.  Tliere  are  also  3  volumes  of  mar- 
riages, 2  volumes  of  births,  and  2  volumes  of  deaths  fi'om  1850  to  date. 
Intentions  of  marriage,  1881-1896,  are  in  2  volumes,  and  intentions  and 
returns  of  marriage,  1896  to  date,  are  in  4  volumes.  The  vital  records, 
as  far  as  the  year  1850,  are  printed  in  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode 
Island,  volume  1. 

Assessors  records  from  1741  to  date  are  in  the  oflice,  the  early  years  in 

small  manuscript  k-aflets  and  the  later  years  in  thin  volumes.    The  tax 

]x)oks  from  1862  to  date  have  been  ])rinted. 
School  records  in  the  town  clerk's  otiice  are  boundaries  of  school  districts, 

1874-1895,  1  volume.    The  school  reports  have  been  printed  presumably 

from  1847  to  date. 
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Miscellaneous  records: 

Kecord  of  earmarks,  1741-1865,  1  vol. 
Record  of  highway^?,  1749  to  date,  1  vol. 
Kegistry  books,  1842-18(3(3,  1877  to  date,  3  vols. 

Record  of  inventories  of  property  at  Coventry  Asylum,  1854  to  date, 
1vol.        .  ' 

Register  book  of  Coventry  Asylmn,  1854  to  date,  1  vol. 

Militia  lists,  1843-18(34,  1  vol. 

Record  of  payments  to  volunteers,  1801-62,  1  vol. 

Militia  enrollment,  189s,  in  ^^iieets. 

Record  of  liens,  1872  to  date,  1  vol. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  date,  2  vols. 

Record  of  elections,  Di.^tricts  No.  1,  2,  3,  1880  to  date,  3  vols. 

jMedlcal  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  189()  to  date,  1  vol. 

Dog  licenses,  1897  to  date,  2  vols. 

Record  of  jurors,  1897  to  date,  1  vol. 

Naturalization  papers,  1902  to  date,  1  vol. 

There  are  a  few  bundles  of  early  ]iai)ers  and  documents,  such  as 
warrants,  receipts,  highway  dL<^tricts,  rate  bills,  etc.,  and  including 
such  imi)ortant  docuiuents  as  signers  of  the  te.st  oath,  1770,  list  of 
polls  and  estates,  1778,  etc.  There  is  also  u  large  block  of  justice's 
court  records 

The  records  are  kept  in  a  fireproof  vault  in  the  town  clerk's 
office  at  Washinoton.  The  remarks  made  at  the  close  of  the 
account  of  the  AVarwick  Records  as  to  the  ^^'arner  l^apers  are 
also  applicable  to  Coventry. 

CIIANSTON. 

Cranston  was  taken  from  Providence  and  incorporated 
June  14, 1754.  Portions  of  the  town  were  reunited  to  Provi- 
dence June  10,  1808,  and  March  28,  1873. 

Population:  1,4()0  (1755),  1,801  (1774),  1,594  (178l>),  1,044 
(1800),  4,811  (1850),  13,843  (1900). 

Town  meeting-  for  elections  held  on  the  Tuesday  after  first 
Monday  in  November;  for  appropriations,  on  the  third  ]\lon- 
day  in  April.  Town  coiuicil  meets  on  the  lirst  Monday  of 
each  month  and  probate  court  on  the  second  and  last  Satur- 
days of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  at  Knightsville. 

RECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  4  volumes,  1754  to  date.  The  first  volume, 
1754-1788,  containing  also  vital  records  to  1828  and  records  of  earmarks 
to  1840,  is  shelved  with  the  vital  records  and  lias  been  transcribed. 
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Town  council  records  are  in  19  volumes,  1754  to  date.  The  firyt  three 
volumen,  1754-1798,  contain  proliate  records. 

Probate  records,  from  1754  to  1798,  are  in  the  town-conncil  records.  From 
1798  to  date  they  are  in  a  series  numbered  vols.  1-28,  and  since  1849 
wills,  inventories,  letters  of  administration,  guardianship  letters,  exec- 

•  utors'  bonds,  etc.,  are  in- separate  volumes.  There  are  also  2  volumes 
of  bonds  to  probate  court,  1872  to  date,  and  probate  docket. 

Deeds  are  in  103  volumes,  1754  to  date.  The  first  two  volumes  have  been 
transcribed.  From  1857  to  date,  however,  the  record  of  mortgages  of 
real  estate  are  in  a  separate  series,  vols.  1-34.  The  personal  property 
mortgages  are  in  a  series,  vols.  1-9,  1834  to  date.  Eeceiving  book  for 
deeds  is  kept.  The  plats  are  arranged  in  2  series  of  large  volumes,  5 
of  street  and  grade  plats  and  7  of  books  of  plats,  and  are  also  liled  in  large 
drawers.  For  use  in  the  ofiice  the  ])]ats  are  copied  on  large  c-ards,  nmn- 
bered  1  to  135.  Tliere  are  sejtarate  volumes  of  indexes  to  the  property 
plats  and  io  the  street  plats.  In  the  deed  oflicc  in  the  I'rovidence  city 
hall  there  are  2  volumes  of  indexes  to  all  deeds  in  ]*rovidence  records 
referring  to  Crauston  territory,  1755-1868, 

Vital  records:  Tlicre  are  2  volumes  of  vital  records  from  1754  to  1850, 
the  first,  1754-1828,  being  the  first  volume  of  town  meeting  lecords. 
From  1850  to  date  births  are  in  3  volumes,  marriages  in  2  volumes,  and 
deaths  in  3  volumes.  The  \  ital  records  to  1850  are  print(,'(i  in  volume  2  of 
Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 

Assessors'  records:  In  the  assessor's  office  are  2  record  books  of  meetings, 
1870  to  date;  37  assessors'  i)lats,  covering  the  town;  37  indexes  to  asses- 
sors' plats,  37  lieM  books,  <)7  tax  Inx.ks  for  the  past  sixty-seven  years, 
5  ledgers,  and  2  records  of  plats.  In  the  town  clerk's  ofiice  are  2  vol- 
umes of  tax-levy  books,  1885  to  date,  and  2  volumes  of  tax-c<jllectors' 
sales,  1875  to  date.  The  tax  books  have  been  annually  printed  from  1857 
to  date. 

School  records:  There  is  1  volume  of  extracts  from  the  records  of  the 
conmiissioners  of  public  schools,  1828-1882.    The  school  reports  have 
been  annually  ])rinteil  from  1849  to  date,  Avith  a  few  ])ossible  exceptions. 
^Miscellaneous  records: 

Justice's  court  records,  1850-51,  1872-1884,  1884-1880,  3  vols.;  civil 
judgments,  1872-1885,  1  vol.;  civil  record,  1872-1880,  1  vol.;  docket, 
1872-188G,  1  vol.  There  are  many  earlier  court  records  as  yet  unar- 
ranged. 

Bonds  of  limited  partnership,  corporation  certificates,  and  other  con- 
tracts, 1851  to  date,  1  vol. 
Record  of  liens,  1856  to  date,  1  vol. 
Census  of  Cranston,  1S65. 
Census  of  Cranston,  1875. 
Dog  licenses,  1866  to  date,  3  vols. 
Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  3  vols. 
Record  of  attachments  and  executions,  1  vol. 
Record  of  commission  for  erecting  town  hall,  1885,  1  vol. 
Record  of  assignment  of  wages,  1885  to  date,  1  vol. 
Record  of  elections  1888  to  date,  5  vols. 
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Miscellaiieons  records — Continued. 
Town  ordinances,  1  vol. 
Applications  to  build,  1891-1903,  1  vol. 
Suits  pending,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Register  {)f  clergymen,  189t^  to  date,  1  vol. 
List  of  jurors  drawn,  1890  to  date,  1  vol. 
Militia  enrollment,  1898,  1  vol. 
Sewage  licenses,  1881-1890,  1  vol. 
Druggists'  licenses,  1890  to  date  (on  stubs),  1  vol. 
Liquor  licenses,  first  class,  1897  to  date  (on  stubs),  1  vol. 
Liquor  licenses,  1901  to  date  (on  stubs),  1  vol. 
Peddlers'  licenses,  ]90.')  to  date  (on  stubs),  1  vol. 

There  is  a  large  block  of  prti)ers.  sueli  as  warrants,  petitions,  summons,  receipts,  high- 
way returns,  tax-lists,  etc.,  from  1754  to  about  ISGO,  and  as  yet  unarrangcd. 

The  Cranston  records  arc  as  well  indexed  as  those  of  any 
other  town  in  tiie  State,  the  deeds,  probate  records,  and  plats 
beino-  provided  with  separate  vohunes  of  indexes.  Certain 
voluuies,  as  noted  a))ove,  have  been  transcri])ed,  and  taken  as 
a  whole  the  records  are  in  excellent  condition,  easy  of  access, 
and  safely  kept  in  a  large  fireproof  vault. 

CUMBERLAND. 

Cumberland,  formerly  a  part  of  Attleborough  and  known 
as  Attle])orough  Gore,  came  into  the  })ossession  of  Rhode 
Island  u[)on  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  controversy  with 
Massachusetts  in  1T4G.  and  was  incorporated  as  a  Rhode 
Island  town  January  27,  iT-tT.  Woonsocket  was  separated 
from  Cumberland  in  1;S0T. 

Population:  8UG  (174:8),'  1,75(3  (177-1),  1,51:8  (1782),  2,050 
(1800),  (jMI  (1850),  S,21()  (1865),  3.S82  (187o).  8,1^25  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  oliicers  held  on  the  lirst  AWxl- 
nesday  in  Jimc  and  for  appropriations  on  the  second  AVednes- 
day  in  June.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the 
first  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  on  Broad  street  in  Valley  Falls. 

RECORDS. 

[Note.— Land  evidence  and  probate  records  tliat  concern  Cumberland  territory  previous 
to  1717  are  to  be  found  at  Taunton,  the  shire  town  for  }5ristol  County.] 

Town  meeting  records  from  1747  to  1759  are  mixed  with  other  records  in 
a  volume  lettered  "Probate  records,  No.  1-S."  From  1759  to  date  town 
meeting  records  are  in  vols.  1-4. 
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Town  council  record?  from  ]747  to  1758  are  mixed  with  other  records  in  a 
volmne  lettered  "Probate  records,  No.  1-3,"  and  from  1758  to  date  are 
in  town  council  records,  vols.  2-17. 
Probate  records  run  from  1747  to  date,  vols.  1-33,  in  31  volumes.  (Vols. 
1,  2,  and  3  are  bound  in  1  volume,  and  contain  town  meeting,  town 
council,  and  vital  records.)  There  are  also  the  following:  Bonds,  1874- 
1889,  1  vol.;  administration  bonds,  1893  to  date,  1  vol.;  guardianship 
bonds,  1894  to  date,  1  vol.;  guardians'  bonds,  sale  of  real  estate,  1894  to 
date,  1  vol.;  bonds  to  pay  debts  and  legacies,  1894  to  date,  1  vol.;  exec- 
utors' bonds  to  return  inventories,  1895  to  date,  1  vol.;  accounts,  1895 
to  date,  1  vol.;  wills,  1895  to  date,  1  vol.;  inventories,  administration 
and  guardian,  1895  to  date,  1  vol.;  letters  of  administration,  etc.,  1895 
to  date,  1  vol. ;  ])robate  docket,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 
Deeds  run  from  1747  to  date,  vols.  1-52,  with  4  volumes  of  sei)arate  index. 
Mortgages  of  personal  proi)erty  run  from  1834  to  date,  vols.  1-7.  There 
are  C  volumes  of  street  plats  and  profiles  and  5  volumes  of  town  plats, 
with  indexes  for  each.  Receiving  book  for  deeds  is  kej)t. 
Vital  records  from  1729  to  1760  are  in  the  volume  lettered  "Probate 
records.  No.  1-3."  There  are  3  volumes  of  births  and  deaths,  1716- 
1850,  and  2  volumes  of  marriages,  1746-1850.  These  are  followed  by 
record  of  biiths,  No.  4,  1850-1901,  1  vol.,  1901  to  date,  1  vol.;  record  of 
marriages,  vols.  3  and  4,  1850-1895,  2  vols.,  1895  to  date,  1  vol.;  record  of 
deaths,  vol.  4,  1852-1901,  1  vol.  There  are  also  5  volumes  of  intentions 
and  returns  of  marriage,  1896  to  date.  The  records  as  far  as  the  year 
1850  are  printed  in  vol.  3  of  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 
Assessors'  records:  Town  tax,  1872  to  date,  is  in  15  volumes.    The  tax 

books  have  l)een  printed,  1854  to  date. 
School  rej)Orts  have  been  printed  from  1848  to  date,  although  some  of  the 

earlier  numbers  can  not  be  located  in  any  collection. 
Miscellaneous  i-ecords: 

Marks  of  sheep,  No.  2,  1760-1827,  1  vol. 
Corporation  returns,  1848  to  date,  1  vol. 
Mechanics'  liens,  1855  to  date,  1  vol. 
Registry  book,  1^77  to  date,  11  vols. 
Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  date,  2  vols. 
•Registry  of  dogs,  1884  to  date,  3  vols. 
Report  of  trustees  on  cemetery,  1890-1900,  1  vol. 
Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Attachments  and  executions,  1894  to  date,  1  vol.  (index). 
Naturalization  book,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 
Record  of  voting  districts,  1896  to  d.ite,  5  vols. 

Liquor  licenses,  licenses  for  entertainments,  etc.,  kept  in  stub  volumes. 

The  records  are  kept  in  ii  large  vault  in  the  town  hall  at 
Valley  Falls  and  are  in  good  condition. 
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EAST  GREENWICH. 

East  Greenwich  was  incorporated  as  a  town  October  31. 1GT7. 
It  was  divided  in  17:1:1  and  West  Greenwich  separated  from  it. 

Population:  210  (1708),  1,223  (173u),  1,041:  (171S),  1,003 
(1771),  1,009  (1782),- 1,775  (1800),  2,358  (1850),  2,775  (1900). 

Town  meeiing  for  elections  held  on  the  second  Saturday  in 
June  and  for  appropriations  on  the  second  Wednesda^^  in 
August.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the  last 
Thursda)'  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  at  East  Greenwich. 

RECOKDS. 

Town  meeting  records  from  16G7  to  1<)78  are  apparently  lacking.  From 
IG78  to  1752  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  vuhnnc  wrongly  lettered  "town 
council  records,  1<)81-1752,"  which  contains  alf^o  earmarks  1713-171G, 
vital  records,  1650-1716,  and  a  very  few  town  couneil  entries.  From 
1752  to  1793  they  are  in  a  volume  so  lettered,  and  from  1793  to  date  they 
are  contained  in  3  volumes,  numbered  vols.  4-6. 

Proprietor's  records:  There  are  several  volumes  of  proprietor's  records, 
one  of  which,  from  1711  to  1829,  is  wrongly  lettered  "  Coum  il  records, 
1711-1805."  There  is  an  old  volume  in  bad  condition  containing  pro- 
prietor's records  from  1711  to  1766,  also  1709-1735,  1715,  etc.,  1828-1834, 
in  same  loose  volume.  There  are  sl\}:0  a  few  entries  of  1715-16  in  book 
2  of  land  evidence. 

Town  council  records:  There  seems  to  be  no  records  of  tlie  town  council 
before  1715,  except  such  entries  as  are  scattered  through  the  volume 
wrongly  lettered  "  Town  c(Hmcil  records,  1()81-1752,"  and  vols.  1  and  2  of 
land  evidence,  1678-1704  and  1703-1717.  The  regular  series  apparently 
begin  with  the  volume  of  town  council  reconls,  1715-1729.  This  is  fol- 
lowed by  council  book  5  B,  1730-1752;  council  book,  1752-1784;  book  No. 
4,  1784-1807;  book  5  A,  1807-1826;  book  No.  6,  1826-18-15,  and  by  books 
Nos.  7  to  12,  1845  to  date.  The  volume  lal)eled  "Council  records,  1711- 
1805,"  is  in  reality  proprietors'  records  from  1711  to  1829. 

Probate  records  prior  to  1715  are  ap|>arently  scattered  through  the  same 
early  volumes  as  are  the  town  council  records.  From  1715  to  date  they 
are  contained  in  10  volumes.  There  are  2  volumes  of  bonds,  1872  to 
date,  and  a  probate  docket.  The  i)robate  records  have  indexes  in  each 
volume. 

Deeds:  Land  evidence  book  1,  includes  deeds,  1678-1704,  a  few  vital  rec- 
ords, 1680-1713,  a  few  probate  entries,  1684,  1691,  1698,  1704,  and  ear- 
marks 1684-16S6.  Land  evidence  book  2  inclu<les  det-ds,  1703-1717,  vital 
records,  1682-1715,  and  a  few  inventories,  earmarks,  and  ])roprietor's  rec- 
ords. Land  evidence  book  3  contains  deeds,  1717-1 724.  There  is  also  an 
additional  volume  of  land  t'vidence  book  3,  1TU)-I7r)i),  contaiiung  mort- 
gages. Books  4  to  23  eontinue  the  series  of  land  evidence  from  1724  to 
date.    The  volumes  of  mortgages  rxm  from  1729  to  date,  the  last  one 
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being:  vol.  11.  Mortgages  of  personal  property  are  in  o  volume^;,  1885  to 
date.  There  is  a  receiving  book  for  deeds.  V\i\iH  are  rolled  an<l  there 
is  one  large  folio  book  of  i)latH,  which  is  indexed.  There  are  three  early 
plats  preserved,  two  of  1711  and  1734  showing  the  compact  part  of  tlie 
town,  and  one  of  1726  of  territory  southwest  of  the  town. 
Vital  records  from  1650  to'  171()  are  scattered  throngliout  the  volume  of 
town  meeting  records' lettered  "Town  council  records,  1681-1752,"  from 
1680  to  1713  in  the  first  volume  of  land  evidence,  from  1682  to  1715  in 
the  second  volume  of  land  evidence,  and  from  1746  to  1752  in  the  first 
volume  of  probate  records.  The  regular  series  of  vital  records  run  from 
1716  to  1851,  in  4  volumes,  and  are  continued  by  1  volume  of  births,  1  of 
marriages,  and  1  of  deaths  from  1850  to  date.  Intentions  of  marriage  and 
intentions  and  returns  of  jnarriage  run  from  1881  to  date,  in  4  volumes. 
The  records  as  far  as  1S50  are  ])rinted  in  vol.  1  of  Arnold's  Vital  Kecord 
of  Rhode  Island. 

Assessors  records:  The  original  tax-lists  have  been  preserved,  from  1886 
to  date,  with  a  few  excej^tions,  and  there  are  a  few  scattered  lists  of  the 
eighteenth  century.   The  tax  books  have  been  printed  from  1868  to  date. 
School  records:  Tlie  school  reports  have  been  ])rinted  in  1857  and  from 

1870  to  date,  with  possibly  issues  for  intervening  dates. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Kecord  of  earmarks,  1716-1856,  1  vol. 

Bank  mortgages,  17-11-1754,  1  folio  unbound  vol. 

Book  of  estrays,  1755-1863,  1  vol. 

Record  of  justice's  court,  1782-1828,  11  i)an)phlet  vols. 
Notary  }»ublic  record,  1795-1816),  2  vols. 

Docket  of  notes  and  accounts  received  for  collection,  1823-1835,  1  vol. 
Book  of  militia  enrollments,  1862-1880,  1  vol. 
Militia  hsts,  1881-1885,  1  vol. 

Registry  of  voters,  1842-1855,  1842-1876,  2  vols.  '  ' 

Registry  ])ook,  1877  to  dale,  2  vols. 

Dog  register,  18(U  to  date,  4  vols. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  date,  1  vol. 

Jury  lists,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Mechanics'  liens,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Pending  suits,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  189(i  to  date,  1  vol. 

A  large  nund)er  of  bundles  of  miscellaneous  ])apers,  chiefly  records  of 
justices'  courts. 

The  records  are  kept  iii  fireproof  quarters  in  the  town  hall 
at  East  Greenwich.  Several  of  the  earl}^  volumes  have  been 
preserved  by  the  Emer}'  process. 

EAST  rUOVIDENCE. 

The  town  of  Seekonk  was  taken  from  Rehoboth  and  incor- 
porated as  a  ]\Iassachu setts  town  in  1812.    On  the  settlcnjent 
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of  the  boundary  controvors}'  between  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island,  the  westerly  pjirt  of  Seekonk  came  into  the 
possession  of  Rhode  Island  and  was  incorporated  as  the  tow^n 
of  East  Providence,  i\Iarch  1,  1862. 

Population:  2,172  (18G5),  12,138  (1900). 

Town  ineetino'  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  Tuesday 
next  after  the  first  Monda\'  in  November,  and  foi-  appropria- 
tions on  the  second  ^Monday  in  November.  Town  council 
meets  on  the  first  Wednesda}^  of  each  month  and  probate 
court  meets  on  the  second  Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  on  Taunton  avenue  in  East  Providence. 

KECOKDS. 

[Note.— The  records  that  concern  East  Providence  territory  previous  to  1 W2  arc  deposited 
as  follows:  Town  meeting'  nnd  vital  records  from  KJl'i  to  l^l'l  arc  at  Kehobotli  and  from 
1812  to  lh02  at  Seekonk.  Laud  evidence  and  probate  records  from  lOSG  to  18G2  are  at 
Tannton.] 

Town  meeting  records  froni  1802  to  date  arc  in  2  volume?. 

Town  eouncil  records  from  1SG2  to  date  are  in  9  volumcH. 

Probate  records  from  1SG2  to  date  are  a^^  follows:  JVohate  court  journal, 
vols.  1-4;  record  of  wilLs,  vols.  1-2;  record  of  inventories,  commissioners' 
reports  and  accounts,  vols.  1-4;  letters  of  administration,  vols.  1-2;  let- 
ters of  {guardianship,  vols.  1-2;  letters  testamentary,  vols.  l-.S.  There 
are  also  4  volumes  of  probate  bonds,  1873  to  date;  1  volume  of  probate 
warrants,  18'J9  to  date,  and  probate  docket.  IMobate  records  are  indexed 
in  ea(;h  volume  from  18G2  to  1805,  and  in  the  probate  docket  from  180.3 
to  date. 

Deeds  run  from  18G2  to  date,  vol.  1-50,  and  are  provided  with  G  volumes 
of  indexes.  Mortgages  of  real  estate  run  from  1SG2  to  date,  vol.  l-IH, 
with  8  vohnnes  of  index.  Personal  projx'rty  mortgages  run  from  18G2 
to  date,  vol.  1-7.  There  is'a  receiving  book  for  conveyances.  Plats  are 
in  0  folio  volumes,  with  an  index  to  lot  owners  and  an  index  to  plats. 
Highway  plats  are  in  11  folio  volumes,  with  an  index.  There  are  also 
38  folio  plat  cards. 

Vital  records:  There  are  2  volumes  each  of  l)irths,  of  marriages,  and  of 
deaths,  18G2  to  date,  with  3  volumes  of  indexes.  There  are  also  5  vol- 
umes of  intentions  of  marriage  and  intentions  and  returns  of  marriage, 
1881  to  date. 

Asses.sors'  records  and  al.so  the  collector's  book  run  from  18G2  to  date. 
There  are  0  volumes  of  tax  book  fire  districts,  1890-1  SOS,    The  tax  books 
have  been  printed  from  18G3  to  date,  with  the  i)robable  I'xception  of 
1864,  18t)5.  and  ISGG. 
School  reports  have  been  i)rinted  from  18G3  to  dtite,  being  published  in 

the  reports  of  town  oilicers,  187G  to  date. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Highway  records,  18G5  to  date;  1  vol.  (includes  copies  of  highway 
layouts  taken  from  Rehoboth  records,  1G84-185G). 
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Miscellaneous  records — Continued. 

Attachments  and  executions,  1S72  to  date,  1  vol. 

Tax  collectors  returns  of  auction  sales,  1873-1883,  1  vol. 

Census  of  East  Providence,  1875,  1  vol. 

Enrollment  of  militia,  1875  to  18C5,  1  vol. 

Registry  l)Ook,  1877  to  date,  4  vols. 

Dog  licenses,  1879  to  date,  with  an  index  of  2  vols. 

Vaccination  records,  1882  to  date,  2  vols. 

Assignment  of  Avages,  1885  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  liens,  1885  to  date,  1  vol. 

Liquor  licenses,  1890  to  date. 

Druggist  liquor  licenses,  1892  to  date. 

Jury  hook,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Entertainment  licenses,  1901  to  date.  -  •  _ 

Peddlers  licenses,  1903  to  date. 
Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  189(5  to  date,  1  vol.  i 
Notice  of  pending  suits,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 
Military  enrollment  of  1898,  1  vol. 

The  records  are  in  a  fireproof  room  in  tlie  town  hall  on 
Taunton  avenue,  and  are  in  g-ood  condition  and  well  indexed. 

EXETER.  .  . 

Exeter  was  taken  fi'oin  North  King"stown  and  incorporated 
as  a  town  March  8,  1713. 

Population:  1,174  (1748),  1,S<>4  (1774),  2,058  (1782),  2,476 
(1800),  1,631  (1,850),  841  (1900). 

Town  nieetin^jf  for  election  of  odicers  held  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  June,  and  for  appropriiitions  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
A|)ril.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the  first 
Monda}^  of  each  month. 

Town  Hall  is  at  Pine  Hill,  but  all  the  records  in  daily  use, 
at  the  present  writino;,  are  kept  in  the  town  clerk's  house, 
about  2  miles  cast  of  the  town  hall. 

RECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  8  volumes,  1743  to  date. 
Town  council  records  are  in  19  volumes,  1743  to  date.    Vols.  1-17  include 
probate  records. 

Probate  reconls,  1743  to  date,  are  contained  in  vols.  1-17  of  town  council 
records  and  separately  in  probate  records,  vols.  18-20.  There  are  also  2 
volumes  of  probate  bonds,  1873  to  date,  1  volume  of  probate  index,  and 
1  volume  of  probate  docket. 

Deeds  are  in  21  volumes,  1743  to  date.  From  1882  to  date  mortgages  are 
kept  separately,  vols.  20-21.    There  is  a  separate  volume  of  index  of 
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deeds.  Personal  property  book,  1834  to  date,  2  volumes  (vol.  2  includes 
also  assii^iinients  of  wages,  receipts  and  agreements,  and  leases).  ]\Iost 
of  the  plats  are  recorded  in  the  deed  books,  although  there  are  a  few 
rolled. 

Vital  records  are  in  1  volume,  1743-1853.  Since  1850  there  are  two  each 
of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths.  There  are  3  volumes  of  intentions 
of  marriage,  1881  to  date.  The  records  as  far  as  the  year  1850  are  printed 
in  Vol.  5  of  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 

Assessors  records:  Nearly  all  of  the  original  tax  books  are  in  the  oftice 
from  1850  to  date.  The  tax  books  have  been  printed  from  1855  to  date. 
In  the  Westerly  Pu1>lic  Li])rary  there  is  a  manuscript  volume  containing 
autograph  accounts  of  rateable  estates  in  Exeter,  apparently  all  of  the 
year  1767. 

School  reports  have  been  printed  from  1851  to  date,  although  a  few  reports 

previous  to  1870  have  not  been  located  in  any  collection. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Record  of  the  board  of  canvassers,  1876  to  date,  1  vol. 

Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 

Dog  licenses,  1892  to  date,  1  vol. 

Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  189()  to  date,  1  vol. 

Medical  register,  1  vol.  (has  no  entries). 

There  are  a  few  old  volumes,  such  as  militia  lists,  dog  licenses, 
tax  records,  etc.,  in  the  town  hall,  which  are  not  enumerated  in  this 
report. 

There  arc  two  safes  provided  for  the  records  in  the  town 
hall  near  Pine  Hill,  but  at  the  present  time  most  of  the  records 
are  kept  in  the  town  clerk's  house.  The  varein  excellent  con- 
dition, and  are  fairl}'  well  indexed. 

There  is  a  collection  of  Exeter  papers  preserved  in  the 
library  of  the  Khode  Tskmd  Historical  Society,  a  description 
of  which  can  ])e  found  in  Khode  Island  Historical  Societ}' 
Publications,  iv:  35,  vi:  tt3.  They  have  been  arranged  and 
classitied  under  the  following  headings: 

Town  meeting  records,  1764-1862. 

Town  meeting  warrants,  1831-1863. 

Town  council  records,  1788-1858. 

Highway  orders,  1814-1866. 

Reports  and  plats  of  highways  at  various  times. 

Bonds,  1740-1841. 

Deeds,  1744-1839. 

Indentures,  1760-1850. 

Tax  books,  1733-1844. 

Tax  lists. 

Wills  and  probate  matter. 
Lists  of  rateable  estatf^s. 
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A  few  military  papers. 

Miscellaneous  letters. 

Letters  to  Jonathan  Arnold,  1706-1803. 

Probate  papers,  1780-1862  (4  bundles). 

Town  treasurer's  accounts  and  bills  (3  bundles). 

Justice's  Court  records,  1818-1834.  " 

Miscellaneous  papers  (2  boxes). 

FOSTER. 

Foster  was  taken  from  Scituate  and  incorporated  x\ugust 
24,  lYSl. 

Population:  1,Y63  (1782),  2,457  (1800),  1,932  (1850),  1,151 
(1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  ollicers  held  on  the  l^^t  Mon- 
day in  May  and  for  appropriations  on  the  last  Monday  in 
March.  Town  council  and  pro])ate  court  meet  on  the  tirst 
Saturda}^  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  at  Foster  Centre. 

RIXORDS. 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  2  volumes,  1781  to  date. 
Town  council  records  are  in  4  volumes,  1781  to  date. 

Probate  records  are  in  a  series  labeled  Wills,  1782-1887,  vols.  1-11 ;  probate 
records,  1887  to  date,  vols.  12-13.  There  are  also  2  volumes  of  records 
of  bonds,  1873  to  date. 

Deeds  are  in  20  volumes,  1782  to  date.  There  are  4  volumes  of  mortgages 
of  real  estate,  1861  to  date,  and  1  volume  of  records  of  personal  estate, 
1835  to  date.    Some  of  the  plats  are  in  a  volume  and  others  are  rolled. 

The  plat  of  the  AVestconnaug  Purchase,  drawn  in  1734  and  coverning  the 
southern  half  of  the  town,  is  now  jireserved  in  the  library  of  the  Khode 
Island  Historical  Society. 

Vital  records  from  1782  to  1850  are  in  1  volume.  From  1850  to  date  there 
is  one  volume  each  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths.  There  is  1 
volume  of  intentions  of  marriage,  1881-1896,  and  2  volumes  of  intentions 
and  returns  of  marriage,  1896  to  date.  The  records  as  far  as  1850  are 
printed  in  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island,  vol.  3. 

Assessors'  records:  There  are  8  volumes  of  tax  records  from  1871  to  date, 
variously  labeled.    The  tax  books  have  been  printed  from  1868  to  date. 

School  records  in  the  town  clerk's  otiice  are  boundaries  of  school  districts, 
1846-1855,  1  vol.  The  school  reports  were  printe<l  separately  in  1874, 
1875,  and  1876,  and  in  the  tax  books  from  1878  to  date. 

Miscellaneous  records: 

Militia  lists,  1843-1882,  1  vol. 

Records  of  board  of  canvassers,  1843  to  date,  2  vols. 
Registry  of  voters,  1851-1889,  1  vol. 
Registry  book,  1889  to  date,  1  vol. 

H.  Doc.  745,  58-2— vol  1  38 
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Miscellaneous  records — Continued. 

Records  of  dogs,  1870  to  date,  3  vols. 
Vaccination  list,  1881,  1  vol. 
Record  of  jurors,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 
Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  \o\. 
Register  of  clergymen,  1890  to  date,  1  vol. 

The  records,  althou^'h  well  bound,  and  in  good  condition, 
are  not  well  indexed  and  are  not  kept  in  fireproof  receptacles. 
At  the  time  of  the  compilation  of  this  report,  however,  the 
town  is  preparino'  to  change  the  town  clerk's  otlice  to  more 
suitable  quarters. 

GLOCESTEIi. 

Glocester  was  taken  from  Providence  and  incorporated 
Februar}^  20,  1731.  Burr  ill  villc  was  separated  from  it  in 
1806. 

Population:  1,202  (1718),  2,945  (1774),  2,71>1  (1782),  4,009 
(1800),  2,872  (1850),  1,1(12  (190(»). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  ollicers  held  on  the  lirst  ^ion- 
day  in  June,  and  for  appropriations  on  the  third  Saturday  in 
April.  Town  council  and  pro))ate  court  meet  on  second  Sat- 
urday of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  in  Chepachet. 

RECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  3  volumes,  ]7;>1  to  date. 

Town  council  records  are  in  5  volumes,  1731  to  date.  Vols.  3,  4,  and  5  are 
wrongly  lettered  4,  3,  and  4. 

Probate  records,  wills,  and  inventories  are  in  8  volumes,  1733  to  date,  and 
contain  indexes  in  each  volume.  Vol.  2  is  lettered  Highways  and 
wills,"  and  contains,  in  aildition  to  wills,  1781-1 79(5, 103  pages  of  records 
of  highways,  1733-1815.  Vol.  6  is  lettered  "Probate  records,"  and  vols. 
7  and  8  are  lettered  "Probate  court  recoids."  The  })robate  records  are 
kept  separately  from  1815  to  date,  in  4  volumes.  The  record  of  bonds 
are  in  2  volumes,  1873  to  date,  the  first  volume,  1S73-18S2,  containing 
also  attachments  and  mechanics'  liens  from  189(3  to  date.  There  is  a 
volume  of  probate  docket,  1896  to  date. 

Deeds:  The  deed  books  run  from  1731  to  date,  in  38  volumes,  and  include 
mortgages.  They  are  indexed  in  each  v(dume,  and  there  is  a  general 
index  to  volumes  1-21.  Personal  property  mortgages,  from  1834  to  date, 
are  in  2  volumes,  vol.  2  including  also  assignment  of  wages  and  bills  of 
sale.    There  is  a  receiving  book  for  deeds.    Plats  are  rolled. 

Vital  records  from  1731  to  isriO  are  in  1  vf>lume,  well  indexed.  From  18.")0 
to  date  there  are  2  volumes  each  of  birtlis,  marriages,  and  deaths.  In- 
tentions of  marriage,  1881-1895,  2  volumes,  and  intentions  and  returns 
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of  marriage,  1896  to  date,  2  volumes.  Records  previous  to  1850  are 
printed  in  vol.  3  of  Arnold's  A^ital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 
Assessoi's'  records:  The  tax  books  from  1862  to  date  are  in  separately 
bound  volumes.  Prior  to  1802  they  are  filed.  The  tax  books  have  l)cen 
printed  in  1859,  and  from  1864  to  date,  with  the  probable  exception  of 
1865. 

School  records  in  the  town  clerk's  office  are  boundaries  of  school  districts, 
1839-1896,  1  vol.,  and  school  account  book,  1846-1862,  1  vol.  School 
reports  have  been  printed  from  1858  to  date. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Limits  of  higlnvays,  1826  to  date,  1  vol. 

Militia  lists,  1843-1885,  1  vol. 

Treasurer's  journal,  1876  to  date,  3  vols. 

Treasurer's  ledger,  1876  to  date,  2  vols, 

Registr}'  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 

Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol.  . 
INIilitia  enrijllmcnt  of  1898,  in  sheets. 
Justices'  court  record,  1873-1893,  1  vol. 
Justices'  court  record,  1881-1886,  1  vol. 
Justices'  court  civil  docket,  1873-1886,  1  vol. 

There  are  several  boxes  of  locse  papers,  such  as  receipts,  warrants, 
accounts,  indentures,  etc.,  cliiefly  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  records  are  kept  in  two  safes  in  the  town  clerk's 
office  in  Chepachct.  The  early  records  have  been  caref  idly 
rebound  and  are  in  excellent  condition. 

HOPKINTOX. 

Hopkinton  was  taken  from  Westerl\'  and  incorporated 
March  19,  1757. 

Population:  1.80S  (1774),  1,735  (1782),  i>,270  (ISOO),  2,-177 
(1850),  2,602  (1900). 

Town  meetino-  for  elections  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
June,  for  appropriations  on  the  Thursday  before  the  last 
Tuesday  in  ^lay.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on 
the  iirst  Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  in  Hopkinton  City. 

RECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  4  volumes,  1757  to  date. 
Town  council  records  are  in  13  volumes,  1757  to  date. 

Probate  records  are  in  19  volumes,  9  of  which,  1757-1859,  are  classed  as 
town  council  records,  and  10  of  them,  1859  to  date,  are  strictly  jirobate 
records.  There  are  2  volumes  of  }>robate  bonds,  lb72  to  date,  and  1  vol- 
ume of  prol)ate  docket,  1895  to  date. 

Deeds  are  in  26  volumes,  1757  to  date. 
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Vital  records:  The  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1757  to  1851  are  to 
be  found  in  the  various  vohinies  of  town  meeting  records.    From  1851  to 
date  there  is  1  volume  each  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths.  ^Nlar- 
riages  are  also  recorded  in  4  small  volumes,  1881  to  date,  and  from  1881 
to  1896  the  intentions  and  returns  of  marriages  are  in  a  thin  folio  volume. 
All  the  vital  records  from  1757  to  1850  are  printed  in  Arnold's  Vital 
Record  of  Rhod*^  Island,  vol.  5. 
AsseSvSors'  records  prior  to  1801  are  fded  as  documents.    From  1891  to 
date  they  are  contained  in  4  volumes.    The  tax  lx)oks  have  been  printed 
annually  from  1855  to  date,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  18(50. 
School  records:  There  is  1  volume  of  the  boundaries  of  school  districts, 
1828-1903.    Tlie  reports  of  the  school  committee  and  superintendejit 
have  been  printed  annually  from  1856  to  date,  with  the  probable  excep- 
tion of  the  year  1863,  which  does  not  seem  to  be  in  any  set. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

^lortgages  of  personal  property,  1884  to  date,  3  vols. 

Highway  lists,  1861-1889,  4  vols. 

List  of  militia  (also  lists  of  jurors)  1869-1882,  1  vol. 

Dog  licenses,  1874  to  date,  3  vols. 

Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  date,  2  vols. 

Records  of  voting  districts,  2  vols,  (one  for  Hope  Valley  and  one  for 

Asliaway). 
Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

The  records,  which  are  mostl}- indexed  and  are  in  good  con- 
dition, are  kept  in  safes  in  the  town  hall  at  Ilopkinton  City. 

JAMESTOWN. 

Jamestown,  on  the  ishmd  of  Conaniciit,  was  incorporated 
November  4,  1678. 

Population:  20G  (1708),  563  (1772),  (1782),  501  (1800), 
358  (1850),  1,198  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  ofEcers  and  for  appi'opria- 
tions  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  April.  Town  council 
and  probate  court  meet  on  the  fourth  ^londay  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  on  Narragansett  avenue,  in  Jamestown. 

RECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records,  called  in  the  early  period  records  of  the  "Proprie- 
tors and  freemen,"  from  1679  to  1744  are  in  the  volume  lettered  "Pro- 
prietors' records,  births,  marriages,  and  deaths."  This  vol  nine,  which 
includes  also  town  council  records  and  earmarks,  has  been  preserved  by 
the  p]niery  process,  but  has  pages  15-39  very  much  niisi)laced.  Town 
meeting  records  from  1744  to  1796  are  in  tho  volume  lettered  "Book  of 
town  records,  No.  3."  From  1797  to  18.57  they  are  in  a  volume  num- 
bered liook  4.    From  1S58  to  date  they  are  in  1  volume. 

Town  council  records  from  1697  to  1744  are  in  the  volume  lettered  "Pro- 
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prietors  records,  etc."  From  1744  to  1766  they  are  in  the  volume  let- 
tered "Book  of  town  records,  No,  3."  Thi.s  is  followed  by  town  council, 
No.  4,  1767-1813;  town  council  No.  5,  1813-1849;  town  council  1849-1874; 
probate  and  town  council,  Xo.  5,  1874-1887,  and  i)robate  and  town 
council,  No.  6,  1887-1895.  From  1895  to  date  town  council  records  are 
kept  separately  in  vol.  No.  7; 
Probate  records  previous  to  1895  are  kept  in  the  same  volumes  with  town 
council  records,  q.  v.  There  are  also  some  probate  records  from  1680  to 
1730  in  the  volume  of  land  evidence.  No.  1.  From  1895  to  date,  probate 
records  are  kept  separately  in  vol.  7.  There  is  a  volume  of  probate 
docket,  1896  to  date. 
Deeds:  Land  evidence,  from  1680  to  1730,  is  in  the  volume  lettered  ''Land 
evidence,  No.  1."  This  volume  also  contains  probate  records  from  1680 
to  1730,  proprietors  records,  1722,  a  few  Indian  deeds  of  1657-1659,  and 
a  plat  of  Goulds  Island,  1752,  laid  in.  It  has  been  preserved  by  the 
Emery  process,  but  unfortunately  lacks  a  few  leaves  at  either  end. 
There  is  also  a  typewritten  copy  of  this  volume.  From  1730  to  date 
land  evidence  is  numbered  vol.  2-15.  There  is  a  separate  volume  of 
index  and  a  rece]>tioti  ])ook.  Personal  property  mortgages,  1841  to  date, 
are  in  2  volumes,  the  first  in  paper.  Plats  are  rolled.  There  is  a  plat  of 
the  early  lay  out  of  lands  on  Conanicut,  1659,  filed  among  the  records 
of  the  Newport  County  court,  although  at  the  present  writing  it  can  not 
be  found.  There  is  said  to  be  an  early  copy  of  this  plat  framed  and 
hung  up  in  the  John  E.  Watson  house  on  Conanicut  Island. 
Vital  records  from  1667  to  1850  are  scattered  throughout  the  volume  let- 
tered "Proprietors  records,  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,"  and  have 
been  printed  in  vol.  4  of  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island.  From 
1850  to  date  there  is  1  volume  each  for  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 
Intentions  of  marriage,  1882-1896,  are  in  1  volume,  and  intentions  and 
returns  of  marriage,  1896  to  date,  in  2  volumes. 
Assessors  records  for  the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  are  preserved 
only  in  the  original  sheets.  From  1899  to  date  tlie  original  lists  are 
kept  in  1  volume.  The  tax  books  have  been  printed  in  1854,  1860, 
1863,  1865,  1869,  and  ].ossibly  intervening  dates,  and  1870  to  date. 
School  reports  from  1874  to  date  exist  in  manuscript  in  the  ollice  of  the 

^^tate  board  of  education. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 

Dog  licenses,  1885  to  .date,  2  vols. 

Record  of  licenses.  No.  1,  1891  to  date,  1  vol. 

Naturalization  ])ai)ers,  1892  to  date,  1  vol. 

Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Index  of  writs  of  attachment,  1894  to  date,  1  vol. 

Notices  of  liens.  No.  1,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Medic^il  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  elections,  1901  to  date,  1  vol. 

The  records  are  kept  in  two  .stifes  in  the  town  clerk's  olHce 
and  are  in  o  ood  condition.  A  card  cataloo  ue  index  of  probate 
and  land  evidence  is  in  proi^ress. 
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JOHNSTON. 

John.ston  was  taken  from  the  town  of  Providenee  and  incor- 
porated ^larcli  6,  1759.  The  more  populous  |)ortion  of  the 
town  was  annexed  to  Providence  in  ]May.  I.SDS,  and  nearly 
all  the  records  were  removed  to  the  Providence  city  hall. 

Population:  1,031  (ITTl),  090  (1782),  1,346  (18CMJ),  2,937 
(1850),  11,203  (1895),  4,305  (1900). 

Town  meeting-  for  election  held  on  the  Tuesday  after  the 
first  Monday  in  November,  and  for  appropriations  on  the  first 
Monday  in  April.  Town  couru-il  meets  on  the  second  Friday 
in  each  month,  and  prol)ate  court  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  oflice  is  at  Thornton. 

KE(<)K])S. 

To^vn  meeting  records  iK'fore  1S98  are  in  the  oflice  of  the  Providence  city 
clerk.  Tlie  Jolmwton  ollice  has  tranHcrii)ta  of  the  records  from  179G  to 
1898  in  3  vohimes.  The  records  from  1S<^8  to  date  are  ln'pt  in  a  vohime 
lettered  1884  to  date,  the  entries  from  1884  to  1898  being  merely  mimitcs. 
The  li&its  of  town  ollicers  are  kept  in  a  sei)arate  volnme,  1S91  to  date. 

Town  council  records  from  1759  to  1898  are  in  the  otlice  of  the  IVovidence 
city  clerk.  The  Johnston  office  has  the  records  from  1898  to  date  in 
2  volumes. 

Probate  records  from  1759  to  1898  are  in  the  office  of  the  municipal  court 
of  Providence.  The  Johnston  olfu  e  has  a  volume  of  transcripts  of  probate 
records,  1875-1S9S,  hut  of  wills  only,  and  the  record  from  1898  to  date 
in  9  volumes  not  numbered  serially.  There  is  also  a  volume  of  probate 
docket. 

Deeds  from  1759  to  1898  are  in  the  oflice  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  of  ]*rovi- 
dence.  The  Johnston  oflice  has  a  volume  of  transcri})ts  of  deeds,  1876- 
1898,  lettered  vol.  13.  The  deeds  from  1<S98  to  date  are  in  4  volumes, 
lettered  vol.  01  and  vols.  1-3.  ^Mortgages  from  1898  to  date  are  in  3 
volumes,  lettered  vols,  63,  14,  and  1.  Personal  property  mortgages  are 
in  3  volumes,  vol,  1  being  1898  to  date,  an<l  vols,  2  and  3  being  tran- 
scripts, 1892-1898,  There  is  also  an  index,  1892-1898,  and  a  receiving 
book.  The  plats  of  estates  as  far  as  1898  are  in  the  Providence  deed 
office,  the  Johnston  office  having  copies  of  those  in  the  remaining  portion 
of  Johnston  and  also  all  plats  from  1898  to  date.  Of  street  ]>lats  and 
profiles,  the  Johnston  otlice  has  only  those  of  the  remaining  })ortion  of 
Johnston,  the  ])latsof  the  annexed  j)ortion  being  in  Providence. 

Vital  records:  The  original  volumes  from  1759  to  1898  are  in  the  office  of 
the  Providence  city  registrar.  The  Johnston  office  has  copies  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  1759-1898,  and  1  volume  of  hirths,  1  volume 
of  deaths,  and  2  volumes  of  intentions  and  returns  of  marriages  from 
1898  to  date.  The  records  as  far  as  1S50  are  printed  in  vol.  2  of  Arnold's 
Vital  Kecor<l  of  Rhode  Island. 
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Assessors'  records:  The  Johnston  office  has  only  the  manuscript  vohimes, 
from  1S9S  to  date,  in  9  vohnnes,  and  the  poll-tax  Ix  toks,  from  1S9S  to  date, 
in  0  volumes.    Tlie  tax  books  have  been  printed  from  1857  to  date. 
School  reports  have  been  printed  from  1857  to  date,  ^vith  a  few  possible 

exceptions  ])etween  1858  and  1870. 
Miscellaneous  records  (most,  of  the  volumes  })efore  1898  being  in  their 
appro})riate  offices  in  the  Providence  city  hall): 
Registry  book,  1895  to  date,  2  vols. 
Application  to  Iniild,  1901  to  date,  1  vol. 

Attaclnnents,  executions,  and  mechanics  liens,  1S7G-189G,  1  vol. 
Attachment  book,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
'  Pending  suits,  1899  to  date,  1  vol. 
Record  of  liens,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Record  of  leases,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Dog  book,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Assignment  of  M'ages,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Registration  of  clergymen,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Jury  book,  1899  to  date,  1  V(j1. 

Record  of  elections,  1890  to  date,  2  vols,  (districts  No.  8  and  4; 

districts  No.  1  and  2  having  been  annexed  to  Providence). 
Registry  of  bonds,  issue  of  February  1,  1892,  1  vol. 

The  rocords  tire  kepi  in  a  vault  in  the  town  clerk's  office  in 
Thornton. 

LINCOLN. 

Lincoln  was  taken  from  Smithtield  and  incorporated  iVIarch 
8,  1871.  Central  Falls  was  taken  froin  Lincoln  and  incor- 
porated February  21,  1895,  and  the  records  from  1871  to  181)1 
were  placed  in  the  office  at  Central  Ftdls. 

Population:  7,881)  (1S71),  2(),:355  (ISDO),  8,li:37  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  Tuesday 
next  after  the  lirst  ^londay  in  November,  and  for  appropria- 
tions on  the  second  Monday  iu  fluiie.  Town  council  meets  on 
the  lirst  and  third  Thiu-sday  of  each  month,  and  probate  court 
meets  on  the  fourth  Saturday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  on  Lonsdale  avenue  in  Lincoln. 

RKCOKDS, 

[Note.— The  recor.ls  from  1871  to  1895  are  in  the  oflicc  at  Central  rails,  q.  r.] 

Town  meeting  records  from  1895  to  date  are  in  1  volnme. 
Town  conncil  n-cords  from  1895  to  date  are  in  1  volume. 
Probate  records,  including  records,  wills,  bonds,  and  letters,  from  1895  to 

date,  are  in  4  volumes.    There  is  a  probate  docke^,  1895  to  date,  and  an 

inventory  book,  1897  to  date. 
Deeds  from  1871  to  date  are  in  It)  volumes.    The  deeds  from  1871  to  1895 

are  transcril)ed  from  the  records  at  Central  Falls.    There  is  a  separate 
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volume  of  index  and  a  receiving  book.  Plats  are  filed  in  thin  folio 
volumes. 

Vital  records:  From  1S05  to  date  there  is  1  volume  each  of  births,  of  mar- 
riages, and  of  deaths.  Intentions  and  returns  of  marriage  are  in  6 
volumes,  189a  to  date. 

Assessors  records  from  189.>  to  date  are  in  7  volumes.  Tax  books  have 
been  printed  from  1871  to  date,  including  from  1871  to  1895  the  terri- 
tory of  the  present  Central  Falls. 

School  reports  have  been  printed  from  1872  to  date,  including  from  1872 
to  1895  the  territory  of  the  present  Central  Falls,  and  from  1895  to 
date  being  bound  in  with  the  annual  reports. 

Miscellaneous  records: 

Assignment  of  wages,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Attachments,  liens,  and  notices  of  pending  suits,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Jury  book,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Dog  licenses,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  elections,  1892  to  date,  4  vols.  (1  for  each  district). 
Registry  book,  1895  to  date,  4  vols. 
Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Register  of  clergymen,  189G  to  date,  1  vol. 
Town  licenses,  1901  to  date,  2  vols. 

LITTLE  CO:MrTON. 

Little  Compton,  one  of  the  live  towns  received  from  Massa- 
chusetts in  1740  by  royal  decree,  was  incorporated  as  a  Khode 
Island  town  Janiuuy  '21,  1T4T.  It  had  previously  been  incor- 
porated as  a  town  by  the  Plymouth  colony  in  IGSi?.  As  incor- 
porated by  Khode  Island  it  included  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
original  town  of  Little  Compton  and  a  small  part  of  the  town 
of  Dartmouth. 

Population:  1,152  (1748),  1,232  (1771),  1,311  (17S2),  1,577 
(1800),  1,102  (1850),  1,132  (1900). 

Town  meetino'  for  election  of  olDcers  and  for  appropriations 
held  on  the  tir&t  Tuesda}^  in  April.  I'own  council  and  probate 
court  meet  on  the  second  ^londay  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  at  Little  Compton  Conmions. 

RECOKDS. 

[Note.— The  town  meeting  and  vital  records  before  1747  are  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
town,  bnt  the  land  evidence  und  probate  reeonls  before  that  date,  according  U)  the 
Massaehnsetts  sjstem,  are  at  the  county  j«eat  at  Taunton.] 

Town  meeting  records.  The  earliest  volume,  called  "Town  records,  vol. 
1,  1697-1779,"  contains  town  meeting  records  of  1682  and  1696  to  1774, 
vital  records,  1672-1774,  earmarks,  etc.  This  volume  is  preserved  by 
the  Emery  process.    "Town  record,  vol.  2,"  contains  town  meeting 
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records,  vital  records,  etc.,  from  1775  to  1823.  ToM'n  meeting  records 
run  from  1823  to  date,  vols.  3-5.  . 

Town  council  records  run  from  1747  to  date,  in  11  volumes.  Volumes  1  to 
8  include  probate  records. 

Probate  records  are  included  in  vols.  1-8  of  town  council  records,  1747- 
1841.  From  1841  to  date  they  are  kept  separately  in  volumes  lettered 
vol.  9-14.  There  ai^e  also  records  of  town  council  for  administrators 
bonds,  1747-1798,  1  vol.;  record  of  bonds,  1832-1852,  1  vol.;  executors, 
administrators,  and  guardians  bonds,  1871  to  date,  1  vol.;  index  to  coun- 
cil and  probate,  1747-1888,  1  vol.;  j)robate  docket,  1  vol. 

Deeds:  The  town  possesses  the  original  "Book  of  records  for  the  proprie- 
tors of  tlie  lands  of  Little  t'ompton,"  1673-1755,  and  also  a  transcript  of 
the  same  made  in  1843.  Land  I'vidence  runs  from  1747  to  date,  vol.  1-18. 
Personal  property  records  run  from  1842  to  date,  vol.  1-2.  There  is  a 
separate  index  of  grantees  and  a  receiving  book.  Such  plats  as  are  too 
large  to  enter  in  the  deed  books  are  tiled.  The  town  possesses  the 
original  plat  of  the  lands  of  Little  Compton,  which,  however,  is  much 
in  need  of  rej»air. 

Vital  records  from  1672  to  1823  are  in  vol.  1  and  2  of  the  "Town  record." 
There  is  also  a  volume  containing  a  transcript  of  the  vital  records  in  the 
"Town  record  No.  1,"  1681-1774.    The  records  from  1823  to  1850  are 
not  in  the  possession  of  tlie  town.    From  1850  to  date  there  is  one  volume 
each  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths.    Intentions  of  marriage  and 
intentions  and  returns  of  marriage  run  from  18S1  to  date  in  4  volumes. 
The  records  as  far  as  the  year  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  4  of  Arnold's  Vital 
Record  of  Rhode  Island. 
Assessors'  records,  with  the  exception  uf  very  recent  years,  do  not  seem 
to  be  in  the  otlice.    The  tax  books  have  been  })rinted  from  1891  to  date. 
School  reports  have  been  printed  from  1878  to  date,  ^vith  the  exception  of 
1881  and  1894.    The  manuscrij)t  reports  for  1875-1877, 1881  and  1894  are 
preserved  in  the  otlice  of  the  board  of  education. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Town  treasurer's  book,  179S-T875,  1  vol. 

Town  asylum  account  book,  1848-1882,  2  vols. 

Militia  lists,  1843-1888,  1  vol. 

Registry  book,  1842-1876,  1877  to  date,  3  vols. 

Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Militia  enrollment  of  1898,  in  sheets. 

The  records  are  kept  in  a  safe  in  the  town  hall  at  Little 
Comptons  Commons,  and  are  in  fairly  good  condition. 

MIUDLETOWN. 

Middletown  was  taken  from  Newport  and  incorporated 
June  10,  IT-lS. 

Population:  680  (1748),  881  (1774),  678  (1782),  913  (1800), 
830  (1850),  1,457  (1900). 
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Town  iiiectiTicr  for  election  of  officers  and  for  appropriations 
held  on  tlie  first  AVednesda}^  in  April.  Town  council  and  pro- 
bate court  meet  on  the  third  ^Monday  of  every  month. 

Town  hall  is  on  the  A\'est  Koad  in  Middlctown. 

RECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records,  1748  to  date,  are  in  4  volumes. 

Town  council  records,  1743  to  date,  are  in  10  volumes.  Vols.  l-O,  1743- 
1850,  include  probate  records. 

Probate  records  from  1743  to  1850  are  in  vols.  1-G  of  town  council  i-ecords. 
From  1850  to  date  they  are  in  a  separate  series,  numbered  vols.  7-13, 

-  partially  indexed  in  each  volume.  There  is  also  1  volume  of  bonds, 
1872  to  date;  1  voknne  of  administrators'  bonds,  1890  to  date;  1  volume 
of  executors'  bonds  to  return  inventory,  1893  to  date;  several  volumes  of 
the  original  bonds,  bound;  1  volume  of  probate  docket. 

Deeds.  There  is  an  old  volume  of  proprietors'  records,  1701-1 750.  Land 
evidence  runs  from  1743  to  dtite,  vols.  1-19,  Avith  a  general  index  in  2  vol- 
umes. jSIortgages  run  from  1754  to  1861,  vols.  2-4.  Conveyances  of  per- 
sonal property  are  in  2  \  olunies,  1834  to  date.  Tliere  is  a  receiving  book, 
189G  to  date,  and  an  index  of  agreements,  mortgages,  etc.  Plats  are 
rolled. 

Vital  records  from  1700  to  1850  are  in  1  volume.    From  1850  to  date  there 
is  1  volume  each  for  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.    Intentions  of  mar- 
riage, 1881-1895,  are  in  3  volumes,  and  intentions  and  returns  of  mar- 
riages, 1890  to  date,  are  in  2  volumes.    The  records  as  far  as  the  year 
1850  are  printed  in  vol.  4  of  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  lihode  Island. 
Assessors  records:  Only  the  original  tax  assessments  of  recent  years  have 
been  preserved.    The  tax  books  have  been  printed  from  18(50  to  date, 
the  pamphlet  since  1878  being  called  the    Yearbook  of  Middletown." 
School  records  in  the  town  clerk's  othce  are  as  follows:  Boundaries  of 
school  district  No.  1,  1840-1870,  1  vol.;  records  of  district  No.  1,  1846- 
1903,  2  vols.    School  reports  have  been  printed  from  1880  to  date,  and 
the  reports  exist  in  manusciipt  from  1874  to  1879  in  the  ofiice  of  the 
State  board  of  education. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Registry  book,  1842-1870,  1877  to  date,  3  vols. 

Lists  of  enrolled  mihtia,  1843-1882,  2  vols. 

Record  of  dog  licenses,  1804  to  date,  2  vols. 

Ceuiius  of  3Iiddletown,  1805,  1875,  2  vols. 

Records  of  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  1871  to  date,  2  vols. 

Mechanics'  liens,  1801  to  date,  2  vols. 

Index  to  writs,  executions,  liens,  etc.,  1  vol. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  date,  1  vol. 

Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1890  to  date,  1  vol. 

Mihtia  enroUment  of  1898,  1  vol. 
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The  records  are  kept  in  two  safes  in  the  town  clerk's  office. 
In  few  offices  iji  the  State  are  the  early  records  so  carefully 
preserved  and  so  well  arranged. 

NARTRAGANSETT. 

Narrao'iinsett  was  taken  from  South  Kino-stown  and  incorpo- 
rated as  a  district  March  2'2,  1888.  It  was  incorporated  as  a 
town  March  28,  1901. 

Popuhition:  1,408  (1890),  1,523  (1900). 

Town  nicetino-  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  June,  and  for  appropriations  on  the  third  Monday 
in  jNIa}'.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the  third 
Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  at  Narragansett  Pier. 

KECOIIDS. 

[Note.— From  ^rarch,  ISSS,  to  June,  1901,  the  records  are  those  of  the  nistrict,  nnd  since 
the  latter  date  of  the  Town.] 

Town  ^Meeting  Records  from  1888  to  date  are  in  ]  volume. 
Town  Conncil  Records  from  1888  to  date  are  in  3  volumes. 
Probate  Records  from  1888  to  date  are  in  2  volumes.    There  is  a  preceding 
volume  of  Transcripts,  18(38-1888,  a  volume  of  Jiond  Records,  1889-date, 
and  a  Probate  Docket,  lS9G-date. 
Deeds,  Land  Evidence  from  1888  to  date  is  in  4  volumes.    There  are  2  pre- 
ceding volumes  of  Transcripts  from  South  Kingstown  Records,  1868-1888. 
The  Real  Estate  Mortgage  Records,  18S8-date,  are  in  5  volumes,  the  Per- 
sonal Property  Records  ,1888-date,  in  2  volumes,  and  there  is  1  volume  of 
Transcript  of  ^Mortgage  Records,  1808-1888.    There  is  a  separate  volume 
of  Index  to  Grantors  and  Grantees  of  Land  Evidence  and  Mortgages,  and 
a  Recording  P>ook,  1896  to  date.    Plats  of  estates  are  recorded  in  the 
volumes  of  land  evidence  and  there  is  1  volume  of  Plats  of  Highways  and 
1  of  Plats  of  Sewers. 
Vital  Records  from  1888  to  date  are  in  3  volumes,  one  each  for  Births,  INIar- 
riages,  and  Deaths.    Intentions  of  ^larriage,  1888-1896,  are  in  1  volume, 
and  Intentions  and  Returns  of  ^hxrriage,  1886-date,  in  2  volumes. 
Assessors  Records  from  1888  to  date  are  in  16  volumes,  there  being  one  Tax 
P»ook  for  each  year.    The  Tax  I'ooks  have  been  printed  from  1 888  to  date. 
School  Reports  have  been  printed  from  1888  to  date. 
Miscellaneous  Records  are  as  follows: 
Dog  RegistLT,  1888-date,  1  vol. 
Record  of  Elections,  1888-1900,  1  vol. 
Registry  Book,  1888-date,  2  vols. 
List  of  .Jurors,  1893-date,  1  vol. 
Writs  of  Attachment,  1893-date,  1  vol. 
Medical  Register,  1895-date,  1  vol. 
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Miscellaneous  Records,  etc. — Continued. 

Register  of  Cler^^ynien,  1896-diite,  1  vol. 
Assignment  of  Wages,  1897-date,  I  vol. 
Mechanics'  Liens,  189S-date,  1  vol. 

Survey  of  Line  bet\yeen  Narragansett  and  So.  Kingstown,  189S,  1  vol. 

The  records  are  in  excellent  condition,  well  bound  and  in- 
dexed, and  kept  in  tire-proof  receptacles. 

NEW  SHORPLHA^L 

New  Shorehani,  admitted  to  tlie  colon}^  as  Block  Island  in 
1G64,  was  incorporated  November  G,  1072.  Althou^^li  its  cor- 
porate name  is  New  Shoreham,  it  is  o-enerally  known  as  Block 
Island. 

Population:  208  (1708),  575  (1774),  478  (1782),  714  (1800), 
1,2G2  (1850),  1,:VJ0  (I'JOO). 

Town  meeting-  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  Tuesday 
next  after  the  first  ^londay  in  November,  and  for  appropria- 
tions on  the  first  Tuesday  in  June.  T'own  council  and  also 
the  probate  court  meet  on  the  first  ]\[onday  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  about  a  mile  from  the  steamboat  landing. 

RECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records  from  1672  to  1800  are  recorded  in  deed  books. 
From  1800  to  date  they  are  in  0  volumes. 

Town  council  records  from  1800  to  1844  are  recorded  in  deed  book.  From 
1844  to  date  they  are  in  5  volumes.  Prior  to  1800  town  council  business 
seems  to  have  been  transacted  in  town  meeting. 

Probate  records  prior  to  1800  are  kei)t  in  the  deed  books.  From  1800  to 
1900  they  are  in  7  volumes.  From  1900  to  date  there  is  a  separate  vol- 
ume of  wills,  one  of  l)onds  and  letters,  one  of  inventiories  and  accounts, 
and  one  of  probate  decrees  and  acts.  There  is  a  probate  docket  and  a 
separate  volume  of  probate  index. 

Deeds:  The  volumes  of  land  evitlence  run  from  1672  to  date  in  18  volumes. 
From  1672  to  1800  they  served  as  general  record  books  for  deeds,  mort- 
gages, probate  matter,  vital  records,  town-meeting  records,  etc.  The 
first  volume,  1672-1715,  which  contains  also  a  few  deeds  as  early  as  1660, 
is  not  arranged  chronologically,  but  ai)pear3  to  have  been  made  up  of 
records  written  on  separate  pieces  of  paper  later  gathered  and  bound  in 
book  form.  There  arc  li  volumes  of  mortgages  of  real  estate,  1872  to 
'  date;  1  volume  of  mortgages  of  personal  property,  1876  to  date,  and 
separate  volumes  of  index  to  grantors  and  grantees.    Plats  are  rolled. 

Vitiil  records  }>rior  to  1850  are  kept  in  the  deed  books  and  are  i)rinted  in 
Vol.4  of  Arnold's  Vital  Keiord  of  Rhode  if^land.  From  1850  to  date 
there  is  oncMolume  each  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths.  Inten- 
tions and  returns  of  marriage  are  in  3  volumes. 
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Assessors'  records  are  recorded  in  town-meeting  record  books,  but  the 
original  tax  books  are  turned  over  to  the  town  treasurer.    The  tax  books 
have  been  printed  from  1889  to  date. 
School  reports  have  been  printed,  1878-1880,  1882  to  date.    The  manu- 
script reports  for  1873,  1874,  1875,  and  1881  are  in  the  office  of  the  State 
board  of  education. 
Miscellaneous  records: 
Militia  lists,  2  vols. 
Dog  licenses,  1  vol. 
Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 
Assignment  of  wages,  1  vol. 
Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 
Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

The  records  are  in  fair  condition  and  are  kept  in  two  large 
fireproof  safes,  one  at  the  town  hall  and  the  other  in  the  town 
clerk's  residence. 

NEWPORT. 

Newport,  one  of  the  four  orioinal  towns,  was  settled  in 
1639,  having'  separated  itself  from  Portsmouth.  Line  between 
Portsmouth  and  Newport  established  September  14,  1610. 
Middletown  separated  from  Newport  in  1T43.  Newport  incor- 
porated as  a  city  June  1,  1781,  but  city  charter  repealed 
March  27,  1787.    Incorporated  again  as  a  city  May  6, 1853. 

Population:  2,203  (1708),  9,209  (1771),  5,532  (1782),  6,739 
(1800),  9,563  (1850),  22,031  (1900). 

Municipal  election  held  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first 
Monday  in  November.  City  council  meets  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  each  month.    Probate  court  meets  ever}^  Monda3\ 

City  hall  is  on  the  corner  of  Broadwa}'  and  Bull  street. 

RECORDS. 

[Note.— As  is  well  known,  the  Newport  records  previous  to  the  Revolution  are  in  an 
ahnost  ruined  stuto,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  British  carried  away  the  manuscript 
records  of  the  town  upon  the  evacuation  of  the  place  in  October,  1779.  They  were 
taken  charge  of  by  Walter  Clialoner,  the  Tory  sheriff  of  Newport,  in  a  small  vessel 
accompanying  the  British  fleet.  Passing  Hell  Gate  the  vessel  struck,  sank,  and 
remained  under  water  for  several  days.  Governor  Greene  complained  of  the  loss  of 
the  records  to  General  Washington,  who  used  his  endeavors  to  recover  them.  They 
were  finally  rescued  and  deposited  in  a  store  in  New  York.  They  remained  there 
unopened  until  the  Newport  town  council,  li earing  of  their  whereabouts,  sent  a  request 
July  29,  1782,  for  their  return.  General  Carleton  replied  that  he  did  not  know  that 
they  were  in  New  York,  and  apologized  for  their  detention.  They  were  returned  in 
December.  1782.  (See  Bull's  Memoirs  of  Rhode  Island;  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  vi:  249,251 
K.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  J'ubl.,  i:  111;  Newport  :*IS.  Town  Records,  ]779-1816.  pp.  59,  70,  and  Jack 
son's  Anti'iuarian  Map  of  Newport  in  the  Redwood  Library.)  The  records  were  examined 
in  1K.57  and  considerable  of  the  part  relating  to  land  evidence  copied.  Within  the 
last  few  years  the  Newport  city  council  has  recognized  the  urgent  necessity  of 
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more  carefully  pre?;erving  these  valuable  records  even  at  this  late  day,  and  has  appro- 
priated occasional  sums  to  have  them  repaired  by  tlie  Emery  Record  Preservina:  Com- 
pany of  Taunton.  This  is  being  done  under  the  watchful  care  of  Mr.  R.  Ilamraett 
Tilley,  librarian  of  the  Newport  Historical  Society  and  State  record  commissioner.] 

RECORDS. 

Town  ineetinp:  records:  Th'e  records  of  the  town  of  Newport  from  1G39  to 
1644  are  in  the  vohime  of  the  secretary  of  state's  otlice  h\beled  "  Records 
of  the  Island  of  Rhode  Island,  1638-1644,"  and  are  printed  in  the  R.  L 
Colonial  Records,  vol.  1,  pp.  87-128.  In  the  present  cnstody  of  the  New- 
port Historical  Society  is  a  bundle  of  original  town  meeting  records 
from  1673  to  1776,  from  which  the  bound  volume  labeled  "Town 
Records  1679-1776'"  was  copied;  also  a  volume,  preserved  by  the  Emery 
process,  of  town  meeting  records,  1682-1739.  The  city  clerk's  oflice 
possesses  a  volume  of  transcript  of  early  town  meetings,  1681-1739, 
and  a  transcript  of  town  meeting  records,  1679-1776.  The  regular  series 
of  town  meeting  records  run  from  1779  to  1853  in  4  volumes. 

Town  council  records:  The  Emery  process  volumes,  now  in  custody  in 
the  Newport  Historical  Society,  are  labeled  as  follows:  1702-1707,  1707- 
1716,  1714-1719,  1719-1724,  1743-1750,  1756-1760.  All  of  these  6  vol- 
umes contain  probate  records.  The  following  5  volumes  are  ready  to 
bind:  1714-1730,  1731-1741,  1743-1751,  1751-1756,1760-1765,  1766-1771. 
There  are  also  three  bundles  of  scattering  town  council  records:  1 702-1 71 1, 
1716-1741,  1766-1771.  The  regular  series  of  town  council  records  run 
from  1784  to  1853,  in  four  volumes,  although  the  records  from  1784-1787 
in  the  first  volume  are  properly  entitled  the  records  of  the  city  council. 

City  council  records  run  from  1853  to  date  in  6  volumes.  The  records  of 
the  city  council  run  from  1853  to  date  in  5  volumes.  The  records  of  tiie 
board  of  aldermen  run  from  1853  to  date  in  7  volumes.  Petitions,  re- 
ports, resolutions,  and  miscellaneous  papers  are  filed,  in  tin  boxes  from 
1853  to  date,  one  box  for  each  year. 

Probate  records  before  1779  are  contained  in  the  town  council  records  that 
have  been  preserved  by  the  Emery  process.  (See  under  Town  council. ) 
From  1779  to  date  the  probate  records  are  in  59  volumes.  The  index  is 
in  5  volumes.  Probate  bonds  of  administrators  are  in  25  volumes,  1775 
to  date.  There  is  also  a  loose  volume  of  administrators'  bonds  to  New- 
port town  council,  1739-1768,  in  the  town  records  in  the  j^resent  custrxly 
of  the  Newport  Historical  Society.  In  the  city  hall  are  the  following 
volumes:  Executors'  bonds,  1806  to  date,  7  vol.;  executors'  bonds  to 
pay  debts,  1875  to  date,  2  vol.;  executors'  bonds  to  pay  funeral  charges, 
•1873  to  date,  1  vol.;  guardianship  bonds,  minors,  1873  to  date,  8  vol.; 
guardianship  bonds,  adults,  1873  to  date,  2  vol.;  guardianship  bonds, 
sales  of  real  estate,  1873  to  date,  7  vol.;  guardianship  bonds,  sales  of 
estates  for  payment  of  debts,  1875  to  date,  2  vol.;  bonds,  sale  of  real 
estate,  when  more  is  to  be  sold  than  is  necessary,  1874  to  date,  2  vol.; 
bonds  of  administration  with  will  annexed,  1873  to  date,  4  vol.;  probate 
proceedings,  1870-1875,  2  vol.;  probate  minute  books,  proceedings,  and 
blotters,  1808  to  date,  68  vol.;  memoranduni  of  probate  basine.ss,  1S61- 
1888, 1  vol. ;  probate  ledger  fees,  1878  to  date,  4  vol. ;  letters  testamentary, 
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1879  to  date,  2  vol.;  letters  of  a(liinni?;tration,  1879  to  date,  3  vol.;  letters 
of  guardianship,  1883  to  date,  1  vol.;  appraisers'  warrants,  1879  to  date, 
3  vol.;  commissioners'  warrants,  1881  to  date,  1  vol.;  records  of  claims 
fded,  1896  to  date,  1  vol.;  probate  docket,  1896  to  date,  3  vol. 

Deeds:  The  Emery  process  volumes  in  the  present  custody  of  the  Newport 

.  Historical  Society  are  as  follows:  Newport  town  records,  land  evidence, 
1712-1719,  1714-1719;  1720-1729,  1721-1725,  1721-1730,  1730-1733,  1748- 
1751, 1770-1772.  A  card  index  to  these  7  volumes  has  been  begun.  The 
following  are  ready  to  bind:  1714-1724,  1720-1731,1732-1756,  1757-1774, 
1763-1775.  The  following  are  in  loose  form:  Land  evidence  book  15, 
1761-1766,  and  3  bundles  of  scattering  deeds,  1714-1776.  There  is  also  a 
loose  volume  of  proprietors'  records,  1702-1703.  In  the  city  clerk's 
office  are  two  volumes  of  transcripts,  one  made  in  1857  and  the  other 
copied  from  the  earlier  one  in  1885,  but  with  the  addition  of  being  in 
typewritten  form  and  having  an  index  of  names.  These  include  a  tran- 
scriptof  the  proprietors'  records,  1638-1644,  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
of  Friends,  1638-1719,  records  of  the  proprietors  of  Long  Wharf,  1739-1855, 
records  of  towns  commons  and  of  the  proprietors,  1702-1757.  There  are 
also  3  volumes  lettered  "K.  I.  Colonial  Hecoids,"  which  are  transcripts 
of  the  Newport  deeds  from  the  first  three  volumes  of  land  evidence  in 

'  the  ofhce  of  the  secretary  of  State.  The  regular  series  of  land  evidence 
in  the  possession  of  the  city  begins  with  1780  and  runs  to  date  in  83 
volumes.  The  lirst  volume  is  called  "Book  of  Land  Evidence,  No.  1, 
after  the  Evacuation  of  the  British  Forces."  The  index  to  grantors  and 
grantees  is  in  separate  volumes  and  there  are  8  volumes  of  reception 
books  for  conveyances,  1857  to  date.  ^Mortgages  of  land  evidence  run 
from  1855  to  date,  vol.  1-41,  and  are  provided  with  a  card  index. 
Mortgages  of  personal  property  run  from  1834  to  date,  vol.  1-9,  and  are 
provided  with  a  card  index.  There  is  a  volume  of  deeds  of  Island  Cem- 
etery, 1840-1842,  and  oue  of  deeds  of  City  Cemetery,  1866  to  date. 
Plats  are  rolled  aud  are  indexed  only  in  the  index  of  land  evidence. 
There  are  3  volumes  of  plats  of  street  numbers,  and  a  card  index  to  the 
layout  of  streets.  An  old  plat  of  the  town  drawn  in  1713  is  framed  and 
hung  in  the  clerk's  office. 

Vital  records:  In  the  jn-escnt  custody  of  the  Newport  Historical  Society 
are  two  l>imdles  of  the  original  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
which  run  from  1666  to  1774,  and  from  which  the  volume  of  copies  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  the  city  clerk's  office  was  made.  In  the 
latter's  office  are  2  volumes  of  vital  records  from  1747  to  1850.  From 
1850  to  date  there  are  3  volumes  each  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of 
deaths,  with  a  separate  volume  of  index  for  each.  Intentions  of  mar- 
riage run  from  1881  to  1896,  in  2  volumes,  and  intentions  and  returns  of 
marriage  run  from  1896  to  date  in  4  volumes.  Birth,  marriages,  and 
deaths  from  1878  to  date  are  file<l  in  tin  boxes,  one  box  for  each  year. 
The  records  as  far  as  the  year  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  4  of  Arnold's  \'ital 
Record  of  Rhode  Island. 

Assessors'  records:  In  the  assessors'  otlice  in  the  city  hall  are  6  volumes  of 
assessors'  plats  (  ledgers),  1  volume  of  index  of  mimes,  1  volume  of  index 
'of  plats,  and  the  assessor's  plats  mounted  on  44  folio  cards.   The  original 
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tax  books  from  1781  to  date  are  nearly  all,  if  not  all.  X)re^^erved  in  the  city 
clerk's  office.  Before  1827  they  are  in  paper  covers,  and  since  that  date 
in  bound  volumes  of  varying  size  and  thickness.  The  registry  tax  books 
from  1845  to  date  are  in  59  volumes,  several  from  1845  to  1879  being  in 
the  storage  vault  in  the  basement  of  the  city  hall.  The  poll-tax  books 
from  1889  to  date  are  in  15  volumes.  The  tax  books  have  been  printed 
in  1832,  1841,  1849,  1850,  and  1852  to  date.  From  18G5  to  date  they  are 
included  in  the  annual  volumes  of  city  documents. 

School  reports  have  been  printed  from  1854  to  date. 

Miscellaneous  records: 

Town  laws,  1779-1807,  1  vol. 

Certificates  of  legal  inhabitance,  1780-1840,  1  vol.  (In  the  town  rec- 
ords at  present  in  the  custody  of  the  Newport  Historical  Society  is  a 
loose  volume  labeled  certificates  of  residence,  1737-1776.) 

By-laws  Engine  Company  No.  2,  1812-1841,  1  vol.  (paper). 

Roll  of  Aquidneck  Engine  Company,  1863-1873,  1  vol.  (paper). 

Record  of  funds  (Freebody  fund  1813,  Touro  fund  1855-1864,  Elam' 
Infirmary  fund  1815-1850,  Fry  Orphan  fund  1859)  1  vol. 

Record::  of  Touro  street  fund,  1823-1857,  1  vol.  ■ 

Census  of  1820,  1  vol. 

Census  of  1875,  1  vol. 

Census  of  1880,  1  vol. 

Records  of  the  board  of  health,  1819-1853,  1  vol. 
Record  of  attachments,  1821  to  date,  2  vols. 

Records  of  the  Newport  Asylum,  1820-1899.  (These  consist  of  jour- 
nals, ledgers,  lists  of  inmates,  minutes  of  overseei-s,  etc.,  and  are 
partly  in  the  city  clerk's  vault  and  partly  in  the  storage  vault  in 
the  basement.  There  are  also  several  volumes  in  the  loft  of  the 
street  commissioner's  oflice  on  Long  AVharf.  There  are  nearly  50 
volumes  in  all. ) 

Registry  book.  ]Most  of  the  registry  books  from  1843  to  1877  are  in 
either  the  city  clerk's  vault  or  the  basement  vault.  From  1877  to 
date  they  are  in  6  volumes. 

Militia  lists,  from  1844  to  1885,  are  in  both  vaults  in  the  city  hall. 

Vaccination  book,  1845,  1850,  1855,  3  vols,  (paper);  1883,  2  vols. 

Mechanics'  liens,  1847  to  date,  1  vol. 

Certificates  of  manufacturing  corporations,  1853  to  date,  1  vol. 
Records  of  committees,  1853-1867,  1  vol.;  1875-1902,  33  vols. 
Assignments,  leases,  bills  of  sale,  etc.,  1857  to  date,  4  vols. 
Records  of  Coggeshall  poor  fund,  1865-1867,  ledger,  1868-1877,  order 

book,  1878-1881,  3  vols. 
Record  of  burials  in  city  cemetery,  186r>-1879,  1  vol. 
Records  of  ballots,  1887  to  date,  10  vols.  (2  for  each  ward). 
Enrollment  of  males  above  20  years  of  age,  1889,  1  vol. 
Ordinance  revising  the  ordinances,  August  5,  1890,  1  vol.  (paper). 
Record  of  jurors,  1893  to  date. 
Record  of  itinerant  venders,  1894-1896,  1  vol. 
Notices  of  pending  suits,  1894  to  date,  1  vol. 
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Miscellaneous  records — Continued. 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Register  of  clergymen,  189G  to  date,  1  vol. 
Militia  enrollment,  1898,  1  vol. 

Minute-books,  or  blotters,  of  town  meetings  and  town  council. 
Treasurers'  records  (in  boxas  in  basement  vault)! 

The  following-  olfices  are  also  in  the  city  hall  and  possess 
the  currentl}'  kept  records  of  their  respective  departments: 
Overseers  of  the  poor,  school  committee,  city  treasurer,  board 
of  health,  street  commissioners,  park  commission,  sealer  of 
weights  and  measures,  inspector  of  milk  and  nuisances,  in- 
spector of  plumbing,  inspector  of  kerosene. 

NORTH  KINGSTOWN. 

North  Kingstown  was  incorporated  October  2S,  ICTtt,  under 
the  name  of  King's  Towne.  The  name  was  changed  to  Roch- 
ester in  1686,  but  was  restored  in  16S9 .  Kingstown  was  divided 
into  North  Kingstown  and  South  Kingstown  in  February, 
1723,  the  act  providing  that  North  King-stown  should  be  the 
older  town.  Exeter  was  separated  from  North  Kingstown  in 
1713. 

Population:  1,200  (1708),  2,172  (1774),  2,328  (1782),  2,791 
(1800),  2,971  (1850),  4,191:  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  June  and  for  appropriations  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
May.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the  second 
Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  at  Wickford. 

RECORDS. 

[Note. — A  bad  fire  in  the  town  clerk's  ofiice,  December  16,  1870,  greatly  damaged  the 
record.s,  nearly  all  of  which,  however,  have  since  been  repaired  and  preserved  by  the 
Emery  process.] 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  5  volumes,  1696  to  date.  The  tirst  4  volumes 
are  preserved  by  the  Emery  process.  Vol.  1,  1696-1780,  apparently  con- 
tains no  record  of  meetincrs  between  1707  and  1720,  and  the  records 
previous  to  1696  either  were  not  kept  or  have  not  been  preserved. 

Town  council  records  are  kei)t  in  the  probate  volumes 

Probate  records,  including  town  council  records,  wills  and  inventories, 
etc.,  run  from  1692  to  date  in  41  volumes,  the  first  volume  being  lettered 
vol.  1-5  and  the  last  vol.  45.  The  vohnnes  before  1870  are  preserved  by 
the  Emery  process.    There  are  also  2  volumes  of  probate  bonds,  1873  to 

II.  Doc.  745,  58-2— vol  1  39 
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date,  i  separate  voluiue  of  i)ro])ate  in<lex,  and  a  probate  <locket.  The 
records  between  1<>74  and  do  not  f^eeni  to  have  ])een  j)reserved.  On 
the  fly  leaf  of  the  first  vohinie  of  probate  records  is  the  contempora- 
neous marking  "Book  0,"  giving  evidence  of  the  existence  of  earher 
volumes.  Such  probate  records  before  172.'->  as  affected  South  Kingstown 
lands  were  trans('.ri])ed  in  1723  from  the  Kingstown  volumes  and  are  now 
in  the  office  at  Wakefield. 

Deeds:  Land  evidence,  1G86  to  date,  is  in  69  volumes.  These  are  letteied, 
however,  vol.  1-45,  since  most  of  the  volumes  before  1870  have  been 
rebound  by  the  Emery  process  in  two  volumes.  ]\Iany  early  deeds  can 
be  found  in  the  Fones  Record,  or  the  records  of  the  Narragansett  Pro- 
prietors, 1659-1703,  published  by  J.  N.  Arnold  in  1894,  the  original  of 
which  is  in  the  secretary  of  state's  ofiice.  There  are  2  volumes  of  mort- 
gages of  personal  estate,  1870  to  date,  and  one  volume  containing  a  few 
deeds  rerecorded  1870-1872.  There  is  a  separate  volume  of  index  to  the 
deeds,  and  all  deeds  and  mortgages  from  1871  to  date  are  indexed  by  the 
card  system.    Plats  are  rolled. 

Vital  records  from  1 700  to  1850  and  from  1740  to  1812  are  in  2  vohimes, 
and  there  is  a  volume  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths,  1850-1870. 
All  these  have  Ijeen  n'})aired  by  the  Emery  process.  A  few  births  and 
marriages,  recorded  in  1 707-1 709,  are  ii]  town  meeting  records,  vol.  1 .  Such 
vital  records  from  1678  to  1722  as  related  to  South  Kingstown  ]H'0{)le  were 
transcribed  in  1723  for  the  South  Kingstown  records  and  are  now  in  the 
office  at  Wakefield,  These  more  i)roperly  should  be  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  Nortli  Kingstown  records.  From  1871  to  date  there  is  a 
volume  each  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths.  There  is  a  volume 
of  intentions  and  returns  of  marriage,  1899  to  date.  The  vital  records 
to  1850  have  been  printed  in  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island, 
vol.  5. 

Assessors'  reconls:  Tax  assessment  records,  1882  to  date,  are  in  7  vol- 
umes. Registry  taxes  received,  1877-1888,  are  in  1  volume.  The 
tax  books  have  apparently  been  printed  from  1855  to  date,  although 
those  for  18-56-1860,  1862-1864,  1866-1867,  do  not  seem  to  be  in  any 
collection. 

School  rejjorts  from  1870  to  date  have  been  i)rinted. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Record  of  mechanics'  liens  and  statements  of  corporations,  1874  to 
date,  1  vol. 

Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  date,  1  vol. 

Dog  licenses,  1889  to  date,  1  vol. 

Peddler's  licenses,  1901  to  date,  1  vol. 

Jury  lists,  1893  to  date,  2  vols. 

INIedical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergyn^en,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  writs,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

By-laws  and  acts  relative  to  highways,  1858,  16  pages  (printed). 

Miscellaneous  pages  of  records.  This  is  a  volume  made  up  of  stray 
pages  rescued  from  the  fire  of  1870  and  containing  land  evidence, 
highway  layouts,  earmarks,  etc.,  1696,  1756-1856,  scattered. 
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The  records  are  kept  in  a  o-ood  sized  vault  in  the  tow  n  hall 
at  Wickford.  The  town  has  wisely  spent  about  >^2,000  in 
preserving  by  the  Emery  process  the  records  burned  in  the 
lire  of  1870. 

NORTH  TROVIDENCE. 

North  Pi-ovidence  was  taken  from  Providence  and  incorpo- 
rated June  13,  17(35.  Portions  were  reunited  to  Providence 
June  1767,  and  March  28,  1873.  On  March  27,  1871,  the 
town  Avas  divided,  a  portion  was  annexed  to  Providence, 
another  ])art  was  annexed  to  Pawtucket,  and  the  remainder, 
still  called  North  Providence,  was  left  the  smallest  in  area  of 
any  town  in  the  State. 

Population:  830  (1771),  01)8  (1782),  1,0()7  (1800),  7,()80 
(1850),  20,195  (187(1),  1,3(.)3  (1S75),  3,01(3  (1U0(.)). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  olHcers  held  on  the  1  uesday 
next  after  the  tirst  ^londay  in  November,  and  foi*  appropria- 
tions on  the  last  Saturday'  in  March.  Town  council  meets  on 
the  tirst  Monday  of  each  month,  and  probate  court  meets  on 
the  tirst  and  third  AVednesdays  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  at  Centredale. 

KtX'OKDS. 

[NoTK.— The  records  fnuu  IT*),')  to  ].s74  are  in  the  <'ity  hall  at  Pawtucket,  q.  v.] 

Town  meeting  records,  1S74  date,  1  vol. 
Town  council  records,  1S74  to  date,  5  vols. 

Probate  records,  1S74  to  date,  4  vols.;  probate  l>ond  hook,  1874  to  date,  2 

vols.;  probate  docket,  1  vol. 
Deeds:  Land  evidence,  1S54-1S74,  .'5  vols.,  lias  Ijeen  transcribed  from  tiie 

old  records  now  at  Pawtucket.    I)ee<l  books  run  from  1874  to  date,  vols. 

1-10.    Personal  proiteity  mortgages  run  from  1875  to  date,  vols.  1-3. 

There  is  a  receiving  book  for  conveyances.    Plats  are  rolled. 
Vital  records:  There  is  one  volume  each  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of 

deaths,  1874  to  date.    Intentions  of  marriage  run  from  1881-1896,  2  vols., 

and  intentions  and  returns  of  marriage  from  1890  to  date,  2  vols. 
Assessors'  records  are  in  oO  volumes,  1874  to  date.    Tax  books  have  been 

annually  printed  from  1874  to  date.    The  tax  books  of  the  old  town 

were  printed  in  1842  and  from  1853  to  1874. 
School  reports  have  been  annually  printed  from  1847  to  date. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Enrollment  of  militia,  1874-1885,  1  vol.  (also  includes  jurors'  list,  1893 
to  date). 

Book  of  attachments  (includes  mechanics'  lien;^),  1874  to  date,  1  vol. 
Enrollment  of  males  above  20  years  of  age,  1889,  sheets. 
Assignment  of  wages,  18i»3  U)  date,  1  vol. 
Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
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Miseellancons  records — Continued. 

Register  of  cl(>rgyinen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Enrollment  of  militia,  1898,  sheets. 

Dog  licenses  and  liquor  licenses  kept  in  stub  volumes. 

The  records  are  kept  in  safes  in  the  townhouse  at  Centre- 
dale.  They  are  in  <rood  condition,  but  are  provided  with  no 
separate  volumes  of  indexes. 

NOIITIT  SIMITIIFIELD. 

North  Sniithfield  was  taken  from  Smithfield  and  incorpo- 
rated as  the  town  of  Slater  ]March  S,  ISTl.  The  name  was 
changed  to  North  Smithfield  March  2i,  ISTl. 

Population:  3,088  (1880),  3,173  (1890),  2,422  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  elections  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  June, 
and  for  iippropriations  on  the  second  Monday  in  June.  Tow^n 
council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the  last  Saturday  of  each 
month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  in  Slatersvillc. 

UECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  I  volume,  1871  to  date. 
Town  council  records  are  in  o  volumes,  1871  to  date. 

Probate  records  are  in  .H  volumes,  1871  to  date,  and  are  indexed.    There  is 

1  volume  of  n'cords  <.)f  probate  bonds,  1898  to  date. 
Deeds:  There  are  0  volumes  of  transcripts  of  Smithtield  deeds  and  1  of 
mortgages,  from  1850  to  1871.    These  arc  followed  by  12  volumes,  7  of 
deeds  and  5  of  mortgages — covering  from  ]871  to  date,  but  lettered  on 
the  back  vols.  4  to  15.    These  are  indexed. 
\''ital  records  include  1  volume  of  births,  1  of  marriages,  and  1  of  deaths, 
from  1871  to  date.    There  are  also  2  volumes  of  intentions  and  returns 
of  marriages,  189G  to  date. 
Assessors'  records  are  in  4  volumes,  lettered  town  tax,  1871  to  date.  The 

tax  books  have  been  printed  annually,  1871  to  date. 
School  records:  The  annual  reports  of  the  school  committee  have  been 

printed  from  1872  to  date. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Dog  register,  1871  to  date,  3  vols. 

Militia  roll,  1871-1882,  1  vol. 

Registry  book,  1871  to  date,  3  vols. 

Record  of  attiichments,  1872  to  date,  1  vol. 

Census  of  North  Smitlitield,  1880,  unl>ound  vol. 

Chattel  mortgages  and  hi  Us  of  sale,  1881  to  date,  1  vol. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1882  to  date,  2  vols. 

Regit^ter  of  clergymen,  189G  to  date,  1  vol. 

Medical  register,  1890  to  date,  1  vol. 

Several  loose  plats,  rolled  up. 

The  records  tire  kept  in  two  large  safes  in  the  town  clerk's 
oliice  at  Slatersvillc  and  are  ir  .  good  condition. 
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PAWTITCKET. 

Pawtiicket  comprises,  first,  the  ^lassachusetts  town  of  Pmw- 
tiK'ket,  whicli  Avus  separated  from  Seekonk  in  1828,  ceded  to 
Rhode  Island  in  1862,  and  incorporated  as  a  Rhode  Island 
town  March  1,  1862;  and,  secondly,  the  village  of  Pawtuckct 
in  North  Providence,  which  was  annexed  to  the  town  of  Paw- 
tucket  ]Mav  1,  18T1-.  The  town  was  incorporated  as  a  city 
March  27,  1885. 

Population:  5,000  (1865).  18,161  (1875),  39,231  (1900). 

Municipal  ele<'tion  held  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first 
Monday  in  November.  Board  of  aldermen  meet  on  tlie 
tirst  and  third  Wednesdays  of  each  month.  Connnon  council 
meets  on  the  second  Wednesday  after  the  tii'st  Satui'day  of 
each  month.    Pi-ohato  court  meets  every  Wednesday. 

City  hall  is  on  Hi<^h  stivet,  Pawtucket. 

KKCORUS. 

[XoTK. — The  otVu  e  jiusscssos  nil  the  n-ioi-ds  of  Xorth  Providence  from  the  date  of  the 
incorporation  of  lhi>  town  in  ITti,')  tolsTt,  ruwtucket  town  laectini?  and  vital  records 
from  1828  to  1802,  and  all  Pawtucki  t  records  from  1802  to  date.  Pawtnctcet  (Mass.) 
land  evidence  and  proltate  records  ivom  ls2S  to  18G2,  according  to  the  Massachnsetts 
system,  are  at  Tauirtoii,  the  sl)ire  town  of  Bristol  County.] 

Town  ineetin<x  records  of  North  Providence,  1765-1874,  8  vols. ;  of  Paw- 
tucket, PS2S-18SH,  3  vols. 

Town  council  record.-^:  North  I^rovidcnce  town  council  and  probate  rec- 
ords, 1 765-- 18 •">.">,  11  vols.;  town  council  recor<ls,  1855-1874,  3  vols.,  with 
general  index  in  1  vol.;  Pawtucket  town  council  records,  1862-1886,  5 
vols.;  Pawtucket  selectmen  records,  1850-1861,  2  vols. 

City  council  records:  l*awtucket  hoard  of  aldermen  records,  1886-1901,  12 
vols.;  common  council  records,  1886-1901,  2  vols. ;  records  of  common 
cotmcil  and  ))()ard  of  aldermen,  1901  to  date,  3  \()]s.  General  ctird  index 
to  all  of  these  vohmirs,  which  answers  also  for  liles  oi  orij>inal  papers. 

Pro])ate  records  of  North  Providence,  1765-1855,  in  North  Pnn  idence  town 
council  records.  Nortli  Providence  and  Pawtucket  })rohate  records 
(North  Providence,  1855-1874,  i'awtucket,  1862  to  date),  50  vols.  Gen- 
eral card  index  to  probate  records,  which  is  also  an  index  to  files  of 
originid  })a[»ers.  Also  separate  volume  ot  probate  index.  Probate  docket, 
2  vols,  (partially  replaced  by  card  index).  Card  index  of  devisees,  176)5 
to  date,  arranged  in  sti  ictly  alphabetical  ortler  under  names  of  de\  isei's, 
giving  name  of  testator,  book  and  })age  where  original  will  is  recor<led, 
date  when  will  is  admitted  to  probate,  and  nun;ber  of  case  where 
original  will  is  tiled. 

Deeils:  North  Providence  land  evidence,  1765-1874,  70  vols.  Typewritten 
alphabetical  index  in  4  vols.  (Tiiere  are  transcripts  of  the  North  Provi- 
dence records  for  the  portion  of  the  town  annexed  to  Providence  in  the 
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Providence  deed  otlire. )  Transcript  fnjiii  I>rist(>l  County  records  of 
land  evidence  for  Pa \vt ticket,  ^fjiss.,  lS2S-lSf)2,  12  vols.  Typewritten 
index,  1  vol.  Pawtiu-ket  IuikI  evidence,  1S()2  to  date,  103  vob.  Type- 
written index,  6  vols.    Peceivin<r  book  for  deeds  is  kept. 

Kecord  of  ])lats  for  land  evidence  for  North  Providence  and  Pawtucket 
on  cards.    Separate  written  index  and  separate  card  index.  There 
are  six  vo.lnmes  of  the  records  of  streets  compiled  from  town  council 
and  tow  a  meeting  records,  and  a  card  index  of  all  streets  showin*:: 
current  and  olxsolete  names  with  record  of  all  changes. 
Oak  Grove  or  North  Bend  Cemetery,  l^urial  lot  deeds,  1S52  to  date,  5 
vols.;  general  card  index.    ^Mineral  Spring  Cemetery  Imrial  lot 
deeds,  1842  to  date,  3  vols.;  index  to  each  volume. 
North  Providence  personal  property  mortgages  1705-1874,  6  vols. 
Pawtucket  pei'sonal  property  mortgages,  1862  to  date,  18  vols.;  gen- 
eral index  in  1  volume. 
Vital  records  of  North  Providence  are  as  follows:  Births,  man-iages,  and 
deaths,  1765-1851, 1vol.;  marriages,  1850-1871,  1  vol.;  deaths,  1872-187:5, 
1  vol.    The  North  Providence  records  as  far  as  1850  have  been  ])rintc<l 
in  volume  2  of  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island.    Tlie  j*awtucket 
records  are  as  f(^llows:  liirths,  marriages,  and  deaths,  1844-1854,  1  vol.; 
marriages  and  births,  1828-1852,  1  vol.;  births,  1855  to  date,  3  vols.; 
marriages,  1852  to  date,  4  vols  ;  deaths,  18()0  t<t  date,  3  vols.    There  is  a 
general  typewritten  index  to  marriages  in  1  volume.    Sei>arate  indexes 
to  births  and  deaths  are  in  prei)aration.    The  North  Providi  nce  records 
from  17()5  to  1850  have  been  printe<l  in  volume  2  of  Arnold's  Vital 
Record  of  Rhode  Island.    The  rei-ords  of  l»awtucket  (Mass.  ),  from  1828 
to  1843  have  been  printed  in  volume  10,  and  from  1843  to  18()2  in  volume 
9  of  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island.    Intentions  of  marriage  run 
from  1889  to  189(3  in  2  vols.,  and  from  189(3  to  date  in  8  vols. 
Assessors'  records:  The  tax  books  of  North  Provi<lence,  17(55-1874,  and 
of  Pawtucket,  1828  to  date,  are  slightly  incomplete  in  the  earlier  years. 
There  are  4  volumes  of  North  Providence  assessors'  books  (A  to  Y)  and 
several  volumes  of  registry  tax  books.    The  tax  book  has  been  annually 
printed  from  18G8  to  date. 
School  reports  have  l)een  })rinted  amuially  from  18()9  to  <late.  J*awtucket 

(Mass.)  school  reports  were  also  printed  i)rior  to  18(52. 
Miscellant<»us  records: 

Treasurer's  book,  North  Providence,  1823-1858,  1  vol. 

Town  orders  to  treasurer,  Pawtucket,  1828-1858,  1  vol. 

Mineral  Spring  Turnpike  Corporation  liook,  1832-18(50,  1  vol. 

Liens,  North  Providenc.%  1847-1874,  2  vols. 

Militia  lists.  North  Providence,  1854-1873,  3  vols. 

Registry  book,  North  Providence,  1855-1873,  1  vol. 

Liens,  Pawtucket,  1857  to  date,  2  vols. 

Census  of  North  Providence,  18(55,  unbound. 

Pawtucket  library  association  treasurer's  book,  1 8(3(>-l 87(3,  1  vol. 

Record  of  attachments,  Pawtucket,  18(>2  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  attachments.  North  Providence,  18(57  to  1874,  1  vol. 

Corporation  returns,  North  Providi'uce,  18(52-1874,  1  vol. 
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Mit-'cellanooiLs  reoor^ls— ('ontiiiui/*!. 

Corporation  returns,  Pawtucket,  LSBS  to  date,  1  vol. 

Registry  Ijook,  ]S(i9-l<S77,  1  vol.;  1877-1895,  1  vol.  a  year;  1896-1901, 

5  vols,  a  year;  1902  to  date,  6  vols,  a  year. 
Census  of  Pawtucket,  1875,  2  vols. 
Curbing  account  book,  1878-^1888,  1  vol. 
Assignment  of  wag  -s,  1884  to  date,  8  vols. 
Building  i)ermits,  1886^1901,  1  vol. 
Dog  licenses,  1889-1903,  9  vols. 
Lists  of  jurors,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 
IVIedical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 
Militia  enrollment,  1898,  in  sheets. 
Pending  suits,  index  vol. 

Records  of  licenses  of  dogs,  taverns,  pool  and  billiard  rooms,  express, 
junk,  entertainment,  etc.,  kei>t  in  separate  stub  volumes. 

Card  index  to  venters;  different  classes  of  voters  on  differently  colored 
cards. 

The  records  arc  all  in  fireproof  rooms  in  the  city  halL  The 
city  clerk's  office  is  one  of  the  model  offices  of  the  State,  espe- 
cially as  regards  indexino-  and  accessibility  of  cuiTcnt  records. 

rOKTSIMOUTH. 

Portsmouth,  one  of  the  four  orig-inal  towns,  was  settled 
in  1638. 

Popw^iitio":  (ITOS),  1,512  (1771),  1,351  (1782),  1,()8-1 

(1800),  1,833  (1850),  2,105  (1900). 

Town  nieetino-  for  election  of  oflicers  held  on  the  ilrst  'I'ues- 
day  in  November  and  for  appropi'iations  on  the  first  Wednes- 
da}^  in  May.  Town  council  and  probate  court  nieet  on  the 
second  Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town. 

RECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records.  The  records  of  1038-39  are  in  the  volume  of  early 
Newj>ort  rei-ords  in  the  statehouse  and  have  been  printed  in  Rhode 
Island  Colonial  Records,  volume  1,  pages  45-09.  The  town  meeting 
records  from  1()39  to  1()97  are  in  the  first  l)ook  of  records,  which  also  con- 
tains town  council  records,  j)ro})ate  rec  ords,  land  evidence,  vital  records, 
earmarks,  etc.  This  volume  was  printed  by  the  State  in  1901  and  in  its 
printed  form  is  providcvi  with  a  complete  index.  There  is  also  a  tran- 
script, from  wliich  the  records  from  1039  to  1647  were  printed  in  Rhode 
Island  Colonial  Records,  volume  1,  pages  70-85.  Town  meeting  records 
from  1097  to  date  are  in  4  volumes. 
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Town  council  records  as  far  as  1G98  are  in  the  first  ])Ook  of  records,  men- 
tioned above.  From  1698  to  date  they  are  in  a  series  numbered  volumes 
2-13. 

Probate  records  as  far  as  1834  are  included  in  the  first  book  of  records 
mentioned  above,  and  in  the  town  council  records.  From  1834  to  date 
they  are  in  a  series  numbered  volumes  2-9.  There  are  also  the  following 
volumes:  Bond  book,  1844-188G,  1  volume;  administrative  bonds,  1809  to 
date,  3  volumes;  bonds  for  sale  of  real  estate,  1838  to  date,  3  volumes; 
executors  bonds  for  sale  of  real  estate,  1869-1890,  2  volumes;  executors 
bonds  to  return  inventory,  1869  to  date,  2  volumes;  guardianshi])  bonds, 

1879  to  date,  1  volume;  probate  docket,  1  volume. 

Deeds:  Land  evidence  from  1639  to  1660  was  recorded  in  the  first  book  of 
records  mentioned  above.  (See  printed  volume,  j).  94.)  From  1660  to 
date  the  deeds  and  mortgages  are  in  23  volumes,  although  the  first  vol- 
ume includes  a  few  deeds  as  early  as  1642.  Personal  i)roj)erty  mortgages 
are  in  a  book  called  bill  of  sale  l)Ook.    IMats  are  rolled. 

Vital  records  were  recorded  until  1684  in  the  tirstbook  <.tf  records  mentioned 
above.  (See  printed  volume,  j).  221.  )  From  1684  to  1850  they  ari'  in 
4  volumes;  from  ]8r>0  to  date  there  is  1  volume  each  of  births,  of  mar- 
riages, and  of  deaths.  Intentions  of  marriages  from  1881  to  date  are  in 
3  volumes.  The  records  as  far  as  1850  are  printed  in  Arnold's  Vital 
Record  of  Rhode  Island,  volume  4. 

Assessors'  records:  The  original  tax  books  of  only  the  last  few  years  seem 
to  be  in  the  office.    It  is  said  that  the  books  from  al)out  1850  to  about 

1880  were  destroyed  at  the  time  of  the  removal  to  the  present  town 
building  two  years  ago.  Tax  l)Ooks  have  been  annually  printed  from 
1870  to  date,  being  included,  liowever,  since  1897  in  a  pamphlet  of 
annual  reports. 

School  reports  have  been  printed  in  1857  and  from  1870  to  date. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Registry  book,  1842-1876,  1877  to  date,  3  volumes. 

Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  volume. 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vohune. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  volume. 

Dog  licenses,  to  date,  1  volume. 

There  is  a  chest  of  old  documents,  such  as  petitions,  warrants,  receipts, 
etc. 

The  records  are  kept  in  the  town  clerk's  office  at  Ports- 
mouth, which  has  a  fireproof  vault.  They  are  in  excellent 
condition,  but  need  indexing-. 

.  PROVIDENCE. 

Providence,  one  of  the  four  original  towns,  was  settled  in 
1636.  It  orig-inally  comprised  the  whole  of  Providence 
County.  Glocester,  Scituate,  and  Snr.thtield  were  taken  from 
it  in  1731,  Cranston  in  1754,  elohnston  in  1759,  and  North 
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Providence  in  1765.  Portions  of  Nortli  Providence  were 
annexed  to  Providence  in  ITOT,  1ST3,  and  18T1,  portions  of 
Cranston  were  annexed  in  1868,  1873,  and  1892,  and  part  of 
Johnston  was  annexed  in  1898.  Providence  was  incorporated 
as  a  city  November  5,  1831,  which  act  went  into  effect  in 
eTune,  1832. 

Popidation:  1,116  (1708),  1,321  (1771),  1,312  (1782),  7,611 
(1800),  11,513  (1850),  175,597  (1900). 

Municipal  election  held  on  the  Tuesda}^  next  after  the  first 
Monday  in  November.  The  l^oard  of  aldermen  meets  gener- 
ally on  everv  Thursday,  and  the  common  council  meets  on 
every  Monday. 

The  city  hall,  which  contains  nearly  all  of  the  nmnicipal 
offices,  fronts  on  Exchange  place. 

RECORDS. 

City  clerk's  office: 

Town  ni8etiDg  records  from  10:>7  to  1675  are  in  'S  volumes  in  the 
custody  of  tlie  recorder  of  deeds.  (See  the  uccouiit  of  the  archives 
of  his  oliice.)  Town  meetiii;jj  records  from  1670  to  1091  are  in  the 
volume  called  "town  meetings,  No.  3,  1077-1750,"  Avhich  contains 
also  vital  records,  records  of  earmarks,  etc.,  from  1677  to  1750,  and 
which  has  been  printed  as  volumes  8  and  9  of  the  "Early  Records  of 
Providence."  This  is  followed  by  town  meetings,  No.l,  1092-1715 
(printed  as  volume  11  of  the  Early  Records).  Town  meetings,  No.  2, 
1716-1725  (printed  as  voluiue  13  of  the  Early  Records),  and  town 
meetings,  No.  4-10,  1725-1832.  There  are  also  7  volumes  of  town 
meeting  minutes  or  "Blotters,"  1800-1831. 

Town  council  records  from  1078  to  1080  are  recorded  in  the  first  volume 
of  probate  records.  (See  the  account  of  the  records  of  the  municipal 
court. )  The  regular  series  of  town  council  records  runs  from  1092  to 
1832,  volumes  1-12.  The  first  volume,  1092-1714,  is  printed  as  volume 
10  of  the  Early  Records  and  the  second  volume,  1715-1732,  as  volume 
12  of  the  Early  Records.  There  are  also  21  volumes  of  town  council 
minutes  or  "Blotters,"  1799-1832.  Town  council  account  hooks, 
1821-1849,  and  a  package  of  town  council  papers,  1777-1800. 

City  council  records,  1832-1900,  volumes  1-21.  Journal  of  city  council 
and  board  of  aldermen,  1832  to  date,  volumes  1-35.  Board  of  alder- 
men, 1832-1902,  volumes  1-23.  Rules  and  regulations,  board  of 
aldermen,  1879  to  date,  1  volume.  Connuon  council  records,  1832  to 
date,  volumes  1-32. 

Miscellaneous  records: 

Board  of  health  record,  1821-1832,  1832-1850, 2  vols. ;  1885  to  date 
(removal  of  nuisances),  5  vols. ;  1885  to  date  (remedy  of  unclean- 
liness,  etc.),  1  vol;  1895  to  date  (draina^ie),  4  vols.;  1875  to 
dato  (orders  to  fill  cesspools,  etc.),  1  vol.;  board  of  health  jour- 
nal, 1884-1894,  2  vols. 
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C'lTY  Clkuk's  Offick — (Vmtinued. 

]\Iiscellane()us  records — Continued. 

Bondi^:  Water,  town  of  Johni^ton,  fire,  highways,  Weybosset 
bridge,  sewer,  water  and  sewer,  school,  water  refunding,  park, 
Davis  estate,  city  hall,  public  improvement,  Johnston  annexa- 
tion, Providence  .and  Springtield  Eailroad,  56  vols. 
Census,  town  of  Providence,  1825,  1  voL ;  1835,  1  vol. ;  enrollment 

of  males  over  20  years  of  age,  1889,  10  vols. 
City  hall  commission,  ledger  A,  1874-1878,  1  vol.;  ledger,  1875- 
1879,  1  vol.;  journal  A,  1875-1879,  1  vol.;  records  of  furniture, 
1877-1879,  1  vol.;  records,  1874-1879,  2  vols. 
Committee  on  printing,  record  of,  1871  to  date,  2  vols. 
Committee  on  streets,  record  of,  1885  to  date,  3  vols. 
Committee  on  milk,  record  of,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Committee  on  constables,  record  of,  1 898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Conn)iittee  on  auctioneers,  record  of,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Committee  on  bridges,  record  of,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Conmiittee  on  shows,  record  of,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Committee  on  ]jolice,  record  of,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Committee  on  healtli  de]»artment,  iccord  of,  1898  to  date,  1  v"()l. 
Connnittee  on  hackney  carriages,  record  of,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Committee  on  damages  under  dog  law,  record  of,  1898  to  date,  1  v<d. 
Dexter  Asylum,  record  of  meetings  at,  1828-1857,  1  vol.;  records, 

1828  to  date,  4  vols. 
Dexter  Asylum  donation,  town  meeting,  1832  to  date,  3  vols. 
Elections,  record  of,  1887-1890,  10  vols.;  1891  to  date,  91  vols. 
Johnston  records — 

Town  meeting  records,  1790-1898,  2  vols.    There  are  also  sev- 
eral volumes  of  town  meeting  minute  books,  but  the  volume 
containing  the  town  meeting  records  from  1759-1796  can 
not  be  found  at  the  present  writing. 
Town  council  records,  1834-1898,  5  vols.    From  1759-1834  the 
town  council  records  are  in  the  volumes  of  probate  records 
in  the  oflice  of  the  munici}»al  court.    There  are  also  sev- 
eral volumes  of  town  council  minute  books. 
Town  ordinances,  1872-1898,  1  vol. 
Records  of  town  elections,  1896-1898,  2  vols. 
Layout  of  streets,  1880-1900,  1  vol. 
Medical  register,  1895-1896,  1  vol. 
School  journal,  1863-1889,  1  vol. 
School  ledgers,  1883-1891,  5  vols. 

Package  of  school  pai)ers  from  establishment  of  schools  till 
1811. 

Miscellaneous  papers  relating  to  the  town  of  Johnston,  (chiefly 
of  the  early  nineteenth  century  (in  boxes  on  the  fourth 
floor  of  the  city  hall). 
Letter  book  of  city  clerk,  182i)-1859,  1  vol.;  1871  to  date,  8  vols. 
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City  Clkkk's  ( )rFicR— ( V)n(iinie<l. 

M iscollaneons  rccor*]^ — Continued. 
Licenses— 

Fees*received  by  city  clerk,  1859-1800,  2  vols. 
Drivers'  licenses,  1 800-1 8fi8,  2  vol. 
Wagon  licenses,  18fX)-1808,  2  vols. 
Dog  licence  s,  1804-1809,  1  vol. 
Liquor  licenses,  1808-1874,  2  vols. 

Licenses  for  powder,  junk,  taverns,  etc.,  1871-1880,  2  vols. 
Licenses  for  gunpowder,  junk,  oyster  houses,  pawnbrokers, 

taverns,  victualing  Ikhiscs,  swine,  188(>-19()0. 
Junk  licenses,  1891-18V19,  1  vol. 
Cash  licenses,  1891  to  date,  3  vols. 

Licenses  for  fireworks,  vehicles,  undertakers'  commissioners, 
1900  to  date.    Each  class  of  licenses  kept  in  separate  vol- 
ume.   Volumes  nundjered  1 ,  7,  22-28. 
Militia- 
List  of  enrolled  miHlia,  1800-1805,  1  vol.;  1809-1871,  4  vols.; 

1875,  1  vol.;  1880,  1  v«.l. 
United  States  military  enrollment,  1803,  1  vol. 
Overseers  of  the  poor,  recoi^ls  (»f,  1709-1827,  2  vols. 
Reform  school  cash  book,  ledger,  payments,  journal,  h870-1880, 
/        4  vols. 

Streets  and  street  j)lats —  '  • 

Original  street  plats,  9  vols.    (These  are  being  copied  and 

reduced  to  a  more  uniform  and  convenient  size.    Of  these 

new  volumes  of  copied  plats  there  are  29  vols.). 
Original  plats  of  streets,  highways  and  lands  in  the  town  of 

Providence,  1  vol. 
Plats  of  streets  and  highways  in  the  town  of  Providence,  2 

vols.    (These  are  copies  of  the  original  plats  of  the  volume 
•  listed  above.    An  index  of  these  copies  has  been  printed 

in  the  fourth  report  of  the  record  conmiissiouers). 
Miscellaneous  street  maps,  A-E,  5  vols. 
Street  plats.  Tenth  Ward,  1  vol. 
Plats  and  |>rotiles  on  Smith's  Tlill,  1  vol. 
Plats  of  the  town  of  Providence,  1825,  1  vol. 
Plat  of  streets,  No.  7,  1  vol. 

List  of  plats  in  town  clerk's  office,  1713-1801,  1  vol. 

Index  to  street  maps,  1701-1880,  1  vol.    (Printed  in  1880, 

city  documents,  1880,  No.  22.) 
Index  to  streets,  1701  to  date,  1  vol.    (A  printed  index,  1701- 

1901,  was  issued  in  li»01.) 
Street  records,  10:U)-1S31,  10  vols.    (A  record  of  everything 

pertaining  to  streets,  highway's,  bridges,  and  public  lands 

from  1030  to  1832,  compiled  and  copied  by  Emily  E.  Potter; 

indexed. ) 
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ViTY  Clerk's  Office— Contiiuied. 

Miscellaneous  records— Continued. 

Streets  and  street  plats— Continued. 

Street  records,  papers,  and  documents,  1714-1832,  2  vols. 
(Loose  pai)ers  and  copies  of  originals,  prei)ared  in  1872.) 

Records  ot-  streets,  1822  to  date,  12  vols. 

Record  of  streets  in  Ninth  Ward,  to  1868,  1  vol. 

Street  courses,  1771-1826,  1  vol. 

Record  of  street  grades,  184-1-1851,  1  vol.  .  ; 

Grade  plans,  1879-1885,  4  vols. 
Taxes- 
Estates  sold  for  taxes,  1859  to  date,  4  vols. 

Estates  sold  for  sewer  taxes,  1881  to  date,  1  vol. 

Registry  tax,  1885-1889,  14  vols. 
Firewardens'  records,  1805-1852,  1  vol. 

Record  of  moneys  received  by  town  council  for  fines,  1806-1852, 
1  vol. 

Record  of  town  meeting,  Septeml)er  25,  1831,  for  promotion  of 
the  peace  of  the  to\vn  and  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants,  1  vol. 
^    Limited  })artnerships  and  cor])orations,  1837  to  date,  5  vols. 
City  ordinances,  1845  to  date,  10  vols. 
City  clerks' fees,  1848-1853,  1  vol. 
Register  of  c-ity  debt,  1854  to  date,  3  vols. 
Inspection  of  steam  boilers,  1857-1862,  4  vols. 
Cash  books,  1866  to  date,  5  vols. 

Returns  and  record  of  lumber  surveyed,  1870-1879,  2  vols. 
Records  of  commissioners  of  cove  lands,  1871-1876,  1  vol. 
Approved  bills,  1875-1879,  1  vol. 
Investigation  of  electric-light  system,  1878,  1  vol. 
Investigation  of  superintendent  of  lights,  1879,  1  vol. 
Police  investigation,  1879,  1  vol. 

Registry  voters,  1888,  1  vol.  ■  . 

List  of  jurors,  1893  to  dn,te,  2  vols. 

For  the  series  of  Providence  town  papers  and  for  other 
miscellaneous  volumes,  see  the  account  of  the  papers  in  the 
custod}'  of  the  city  record  comniission. 

MUNICIPAL  COURT  RECORDS. 
(PROBATE  KFXORDS.) 

[Note.— While  Providence  existed  as  n  town,  nil  probate  powers  were  vested  in  the  town 
council  and  tlie  clerk  of  the  council  was  ex-otlicio  recorder  of  wills.  The  city  charter, 
which  went  into  etTect  in  1832,  provided  for  a  municipal  court  having  cognizance  of  all 
probate  mattersd 

The  earliest  book  of  probate  records  of  the  town  of  Providence  has 
undoubtedly  been  lost.  "A  small  paper  book  containing  the  enrollments 
of  wills"  was  listed  in  an  account  of  the  recoi  Is  in  1677,  but  disapi)eared 
before  1755.  (Second  report,  liec.  Comm.  p.  24.)  There  area  few  wills 
previous  to  1675  recorded  in  town  meeting  records  and  in  the  volumes  in 
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wliicli  deeds  were  recorded.    The  first  volume  of  probate  and  town  eonn- 
cil  records  runs  from  1678  to  1715,  printed  as  vols.  6  and  7  of  the  Early 
Records  of  Pi-ovidence.    Vol.  2  of  probate  records,  labeled  wills,  etc.,  runs 
from  171t)  i  )  1729,  printed  as  vol.  IG  of  the  Early  Records.   This  is  followed 
by  the  regular  series,  vols.  3-41,  1729-1899.    There  are  also  the  following 
series,  kept  separately: 
Inventories,  1819-18r9,  vols.  1-30. 
Administration  accounts,  1821-1899,  vols.  1-30. 
Commissioner's  reports,  1821-1898,  vols.  1-5. 

Divisions  of  real  estate,  assignments  of  dower,  etc.,  1835-1899,  1  vol. 
Guardians  accounts,  1839-1899,  vols.  1-14. 
Bond  books,  1872-1899,  vols.  1-41. 
Probate  letters,  1874-1898,  vols.  1-13. 

Record  of  discharged  claims  against  executors,  etc.,  189G-1899,  1  vol. 

Decrees  for  sale  of  real  estate,  administration,  1898-99,  1  vol. 

Decrees  for  sale  of  real  estate,  guardianship,  1898-99,  1  vol. 

Johnston  i)robate  records,  1759-1898,  vols.  1-22  (comprises  wills,  inven- 
tories, prol)ate  })roceedings,  town  council  records,  letters,  l)onds,  etc. 
Town  council  records  from  1772  to  1852  constitute  vols.  2,  3,  and  5). 

Probate  proceedings,  1798  to  date,  vols.  1-82  (since  ]S\)d  all  prol)ate  records — 
wills,  inventories,  accounts,  bonds,  letters,  etc. — are  entered  in  the  series 
labelled  probate  procfH'dino-s). 

Probate  docket,  164(3  to  date,  31  vols. 

Johnston  probate  docket,  1896-1898,  I  vol.  ■  ' 

/Index  to  probate  proceedings,  1646-1899  (printed).  This  is  an  index  to 
the  probate  dockets  as  far  as  1899,  which  include  reference  to  all  pro- 
bate proceedings  in  the  municipal  court,  in  the  town  council  records  in 
the  city  clerk's  office,  in  the  recorder  of  deeds'  office,  in  the  j>apers  of 
the  record  commissioners,  and  in  the  Johnston  probate  records.  There 
is  a  card  index  to  all  probate  proceedings,  1900  to  date. 

RECORD  COMMISSIONER. 

The  series  of  Providence  town  papers,  witliin  the  hist  few 
years  gathered  and  bound  under  tbc  supervision  of  the  record 
commissioners,  are  in  tiie  custody  of  the  record  commissioner, 
who  is  also  clerk  of  the  municipal  court.  They  are  described 
in  detail  in  the  foui-tli  and  tifth  reports  of  the  record  com- 
missioners.   A  brief  account  of  them  follows: 

Providence  town  papers,  1639-1823,  vols.  1-5,  Nos.  01-01369.  The  docu- 
ments numl>ered  01  to  0717,  from  1639  to  1722,  are  i)rinted  as  vols.  15 
and  17  of  the  Early  liecords.  There  is  a  separate  volume  of  index  of 
names,  and  a  sul)ject  index  of  the  series  is  printed  in  the  fifth  report  of 
the  record  commissioners. 

Providence  town  papers,  1642-1799,  vols.  1-39,  Nos.  1-18069.  (^'ol.  33  in- 
cludes the  Bowen  Papers,  1745-1772;  vol.  34  includes  the  Bowen  Papers, 
1772-1807,  and  the  Guild  Papers,  1685-1722;  vols.  35  and  36  include  the 
Guild  Papers,  1722-1828;  vol.  39  A  and  B  include  the  Fenner  Papers, 
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1<>40-17<>();  \oh.  C  and  ])  iiu^Iude  the  Fenner,  Bates,  and  Olney  Papers, 
(1641-1815.)  There  is  a  separate  index  of  names,  indexin*!;  all  docu- 
ments in  vols.  1-89,  dated  before  1790.  There  is  a  separate  name  Index 
of  the  Feniier  Papers,  vols.  oOA-^^C.  A  subject  index  is  printed  in  the 
fourth  report  of  the  record  commissioners  indexing  all  documents  in 
vols.  1  to  89  that  are  dated  before  1790.  This  series  is  continued  by 
vols.  40-155,  Nos.  001-0061170. 

The  follow  ill  volumes  have  also  been  bound  and  preserved 
b}'  the  record  commissioners: 

List  of  voters,  October  11,  1824,  1  vol. 
Record  of  lire  buckets,  1811-1828,  4  vols. 

Paper  money  bank  mortgages,  1 715-1 78G,  8  vols,  (indexed  in  fourth  report 

of  record  coiumissioners,  p.  175). 
Rules  and  orders  f(jr  the  management  of  the  \\orkhouse. 

KKCOKOKK  OF  OKEDS. 

[NoTK.— The  oflico  of  n-conkT  of  (Un  ds  was  ostahlislicd  i]i  lsH>;.  I'rcvious  to  this  datu  tlio 
volumes  of  deeds  were  in  the  eiistody  of  tlie  eity  elerk.] 

Durino-  the  earliest  period  of  the  town's  existence  deeds 
wei"e  recorded  in  three  j^'eneral  record  ])()oks,  a  description  of 
wdiich  follows: 

First  Ijook,  town  of  l*rovid<'nce  (also  called  the  "l.,ong  Old  I>ook,"  with 
parchment  cover)  cimtains  deeds,  1041-1088;  town  meeting  records, 
1037-88;  vital  records,  10:')8-U)58,  etc.  This  volume  hits  been  printed 
as  vol.  1  of  the  JOarly  Records  of  Provideuce.  A  transcript  of  the  vol- 
ume was  made  in  1800,  wliich  has  been  made  use  of  hy  the  reccjrd  com- 
missioners, since  it  sn])plies  some  few  defects  in  the  volume  in  its  present 
condition. 

Second  bo(jk  of  the  town  of  Providence  (also  called  the  "Town  Old  Book," 
"Short  Old  Book,"  "Old  Burnt  Book,"  etc.)  contains  deeds.  1048-1G62, 
town  meeting  records,  1042-1001,  and  a  few  re('ords  of  births,  inden- 
tures, etc.  The  volume  is  somewhat  nuitilated  and  a  few  pages  are 
known  to  have  been  lost.  A  transcript  of  it  was  made  in  1800.  It  has 
been  printed  as  vol.  2  of  the  Early  Records. 
Third  book,  town  of  Providence  (also  called  the  "Book  with  the  Brass 
Clasjjs,"  etc.),  contains  deeds,  1057-1705;  town  meeting  records,  l^SOl- 
lG7o;  vital  recoi'ds,  1040-1721,  earmarks,  etc.  It  was  transcribed  in 
1800,  and  lias  lately  been  bound  up  in  2  volumes,  lettered  A  and  E. 
It  has  been  printed  as  vols.  3,  4,  and  5  of  the  F::arly  Records. 

In  addition  to  these  three  volumes  there  is  in  tlie  office  a 
volume  lettered  "*  Indian  deeds/'  and  containing  the  orioinal 
"Towne  evidence"  and  tho  contirmation  deeds  of  ir)59-l(562. 
Framed  and  under  glass  are  th.^  chart(M-  granted  l)y  the  assem- 
bly to  the  town  of  Providence,  ^hirch  14,  l(U8-l(Ui>,  and  the 
deed  of  Roger  Williams  and  his  wife,  December  20,  ICGl. 
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The  first  volume  used  solely  for  deeds  runs  from  IfuS  to 
1705,  and  is  labeled  deed  book  No.  1.  It  is  printed  as  vol. 
14  of  the  Early  Records.  This  is  followed  by  vols.  2-161, 
which  brings  the  series  of  deed  books  to  date.  There  are  also 
the  foUowino-  series  kept  separately: 

Mortgago  deeds  of  real  estate,  1852  to  date,  vols.  1-238. 

Indexes  to  deeds  are  in  separate  volumes  of  grantors  and  grantees.  There 
are  separate  volumes  of  indexes'  of  all  deeds  of  Cranston  territory  en- 
tered in  Providence  records,  and  also  of  all  deeds  in  Providence  records 
referring  to  North'  Providence  territory,  1S54-1874. 

Mortgage  <leeds  of  personal  i)roi)erty,  1834  to  date,  vols.  1-88  (provided 
with  separate  volumes  of  indexes  and  kept  in  the  basement  ofiice). 

Mechanics'  liens,  1847  to  date,  o  vols. 

Attachments,  1858  to  <late,  are  kept  on  tile,  and  are  provided  with  sepa- 
rate volumes  of  in<lexos. 

Record  of  pending  suits,  1893  to  date,  1  vol.  ' 

North  l)urial  ground  deeds,  ISKi  to  date,  10  vols.,  [)receded  by  a  register 
of  the  burial  lots,  1834-1845  (ke[)t  in  the  basement  oiiice). 

Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  date,  vol.  1-25.  Indexed  in  each  volume 
(kept  in  the  basrn;ent  office  ). 

Johnston  records:  Deed  books,  which  include  real-estate  mortgag<  s,  run 
frofn  175U  t(^  1898,  vol.  l-6t>,  and  are  provided  with  sei)arate  indexes  of 
grantors  and  grantees.  Partitions  of  estates,  rights  of  dower  an<l  agree- 
ments, 1843-1874,  are  in  1  volume,  and  attachments,  executions,  and 
mechanics'  liens,  LSOl-1898,  are  in  3  volumes.    In  the  basement  ollice 

,  are  personal  prc)perty  mortgages,  1835-bSl*8,  vol.  1-8,  with  index,  and 
assignment  of  wages,  b885-lS98,  2  vols. 

Plats  are  in  volumes,  uund)ere<l  from  ]  to  2S  (also  one  early  volume  let- 
tered A  ),  which  are  k('[)t  in  the  basenu'ut  otlice.  These  i>]ats  are  copied 
on  large  cartls,  numbered  from  L  to  892,  which  are  kept  in  the  deed  otiice. 
There  is  a  card  index,  arranged  both  by  names  and  liy  streets,  to  these 
cards,  and  also  to  uncopied  [»lats  i'n  the  deed  books.  There  is  also  an 
index,  in  2  volumes,  of  all  tlie  plats,  based  on  a  sectional  map  of  the  city. 

CITY  RECHSTRAK's  OFFICK. 

Record  of  jMarriages  and  Births,  1633-1853,  vol.  1-5  (vol.  5  includes  copies 
of  church  records,  family  records,  early  town  records,  etc). 

Record  of  Births,  1850-1903,  vol.  6-17;  also  extra  vol.  A  1  for  recording 
births  out  of  the  chronological  order. 

Record  of  ]Marria«:es,  1850-1903,  vol.  6-19 ;  also  extra  vol.  A  2  for  recording 
extra  marriages. 

Record  of  Interments  of  the  Dead,  LS40-1S50,  vol.  6-8;  Record  of  Deaths, 

1850-1903,  vol.  9-21;  also  extra  vol.  A  3  for  recording  extra  deaths. 
Intentions  of  .Marriages,  1S81-1S95,  14  vol. 
Intentions  and  Returns  of  Marriages,  1896-1903,  14  vol. 
Index  to  Intentions,  18S2-1890,  3  vol. 

The  original  returns  of  Births  have  been  preserved  from  1880  to  date,  of 
Deaths  from  1812  to  <late,  and  of  ^Marriages  from  1S47  to  date.  Tliere 
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is  a  card  catalotruo  index  of  Births,  of  ^Marriajjea  and  of  Deaths  from 
1891  to  dat-e. 

All  vital  records  as  far  as  1850  have  heen  printed  in  Arnold's  Vital  liecord 
of  R.  /.,  vol.  2.  All  tile  records  from  the  l)eginning  to  1890  have  been 
printed  in  the  AlpJiahcfind  Index  of  the  Birthi^,  Marriwjcs  and  Deaths 
recorded  In  Proridcnce,  in  10  volumes,  vol.  1  to  4  being  edited  by  E.  jNI. 
Snow  and  v.  5-10  l^y  C.  V.  Chapin. 

There  are  the  following  volumes  of  fJohnston  A^ital  Records 
in  the  office:—       ^-  ' ;  i 

Records  of  Marriages  and  Births,  A,  otherwise  known  as  Births  and 

Marriages  No.  1,  1759-1843. 
Index  to  above. 

Record  of  Births,  1852-1898,  3  vol. 

Record  of  Marriages,  1850-1898,  1  vol.  .  "  ^  : 

Record  of  Deaths,  1850-1898,  1  vol. 

There  are  the  following-  volumes  of  miscellaneous  records 
in  the  oilice: 

Census  of  Provi(i»^nce,  18(55,  7  vol. 

"      "  "  1874,  1  vol.  with  Index. 

1875,  10  vol.  \.- 
U.  S.  Census,  1880,  7  vol.  and  12  vol.  of  Index.  "  .-  : 

■    Militia  Enrollment,  1898,  1  vol.  -  . 

TAX  ASSF.SSOUS'  OFFICE. 

Town  Tvix  Joists,  1705-1789.  These  volumes  are  those  which  were  separ- 
ately bound  under  the  direction  of  the  Record  Commissioners  and 
deposited  in  this  othce.  There  is  a  list  of  them  printed  in  the  5th 
Report  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  pp.  18-21. 

Town  Tax  and  Rate  Eists,  1787-1831,  about  110  original  lists  in  paper 
covers. 

City  Tax  Eists,  1832-1880,  55 'vol.;  1887-1903,  34  vol. 
Johnston  Tax  Books,  1850,  1800,  1863-97,  37  vol. 
Poll  Tax,  1889-1903,  15  vol. 
Johnston  Poll  Tax,  1889-1897,  9  vol. 
Assessors  Returns,  1843-1845,  15  vol. 
Personal  Property  Valuation,  1856-1898,  43  vol. 
Transfers  [of  Grantors],  1854-1857, 1  vol. 
Transfers  of  Cirantors,  1 803-1903,  vol.  5-30. 
Transfers  of  Grantees,  1863-1878,  vol.  5-11. 
Abstracts  of  Wills,  1870-date,  3  vol. 

Real  Estate  Eedgers  (Index  of  Accounts  now  arranged  by  card  system) 
ser.  [A],  vol.  1-7,  with  Index, 
ser.  [B]  vol.  1-6,      "  " 
ser.  [C]  vol.  1-9,  " 
ser.  [D]  vohl-9,  " 
ser.  E  vol.  1-11, 
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Record  of  Plat  Alterations,  187G-1902,  vol.  3-9. 

Calculations,  18S4-1893,  vol.  7-8. 

Surveyors  Record  Book,  1871-1904,  vol.  3-13. 

Ledger  Accounts  of  Bank  Stock,  1884-1898,  3  vol.  (now  carried  on  by  card 

system). 
Plats,  124  folio  boards. 

Index  of  Plats,  vol.  1-9^  (arranged  by  the  numl^ers  of  the  plats.  The 
Index  is  now  carried  on  l)y  the  card  catalogue  system,  the  ciirds  being 
arranged  by  the  num1)ers  of  the  plats.) 

BOARD  OF  CANVASSERS  AND  REGISTRATION. 

Registry  Book,  1877-1890,  30  vol.;  1890-1904,  340  vol.  arranged  by  wards. 

Johnston  Registry  l^ook,  1877-1894,  2  vol. 

List  of  Real,  Personal  and  Registry  Voters,  1894-1904,  387  vol. 

List  of  Poll  Tax,  1885-1888,  22  vol 

Registry  Tax  (transcribed  into  district  books)  1889-1895,  123  vol. 
Records  of  the  Board  of  Canvassers  and  Registration,  1895-date,  11  vol. 
Records  of  Munici[)al  I':iections,  lv89fi-(late,  8  vol. 
Ai)pointments  of  Supervisors  of  Elections,  1890-1900,  1  vol. 
Registry  Tax,  1844,  1  vol.  (printed  forms). 
"    18G1,  1  voL 

Lists  of  Voters,  1855, 1  vol.        "  "  "  * 

"      1845-1847, 1850,1851,1858,1859,8  vol. 

CITY  ENdlNEEU's  OFFICE. 

[Note. — The  office  of  city  cntriueer  was  created  in  18('>9.  Tlie  reports  of  this  department 
have  been  printed  from  ].s72  to  date.  Tl)c  inf(^rmation  as  to  archives  on  file  in  this 
ofliee  has  tjcen  kindly  furnished  by  Otis  F.  Clapp,  city  engineer.] 

^  There  are  on  tile  in  this  office  about  15,000  maps,  plats, 
plans,  drawings,  diaoranis,  etc.,  all  properl}^  classilied  and 
indexed. 

These  include — 

A.  An  atlas  of  the  city  of  Providence  and  surrounding  territory  in  160  loose 

sheets,  showing  the  location  of  all  watt-r  {>ipesand  water 'fixtures  laid 
in  highways;  also  a  duplicate  atlas  showing  water  pipes  proposed  but 
not  yet  in  place. 

Annual  progress  maps,  showing  water  pipes  lai<l  yearly  since  1878. 
Plans  of  reservoirs,  pumping  stiitions,  pumping-engine  details,  special 
castings,  etc. 

B.  Plans  of  all  sewers  in  the  city  of  Providence  on  a  scale  of  40  feet  per  inch. 
Topographical  maps  of  the  city,  scale  200,  showing  contours  for  each  10 

feet  in  elevation. 

Plans  of  the  improved  sewerage  system,  the  Ernest  street-pumping  sta- 
tion, with  detail  drawings  of  the  engines,  etc.,  precipitation  works 
and  the  buildings  and  tanks  connected  therewith,  tide  gates,  gate 
houses,  etc. 

Sewer  district  maps  showing  all  finished  and  contemj^lated  sewers. 
An  atlas  indicating  all  sewers  in  tlu>  city  of  Providence. 

H.  Doc.  745,  58-2— vol  1  40 
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C.  Grade  pliinn  and  jaolileH  of  highway.^  in  17  alla.scs  and  loose  sheets;  in 

all  about  3,  ;m 
IJighway  const niction  plans. 

Plans  of  the  tele]>hone  and  electric-light  conduits. 

Plans  accompanying  highway  specifications.  ■  ■ 

Street  I'ailroad  location  plans. 

Topographical  plats  of  Providence;  scale,  <S0  feet  per  inch. 

Five  volumes  of  grade  descriptions  and  grade  changes.  - 

D.  Property  plats  fi'(jni  the  record  oflice  and  elsewhere. 

Copies  of  all  niai)S  of  the  layout  of  liighways  within  tlie  city  limits. 
An  atlas  of  the  North  l>urial  (iround  in  88  loose  sheets,  showing  the 

exterior  boundaries  of  said  ground  and  the  dimensions  and  area  of 

each  of  the  burial  lots  therein. 
An  atlas  of  the  city  of  Providence,  from  actual  surveys— in  about  320 

locse  sheets,  each  34  inches  stjuare;  scale,  -  Jjy — showing  the  location 

of  all  public  highways  by  offsets  to  the  buildings  tbereon,  with  a  kej; 

giving  the  polar  coordinates  of  all  angle  points  and  street  corners. 

(In  preparation. ) 
A  location  index  of  ])lats  in  tlie  otiice  of  the  recorder  of  deeds. 

E.  Plans  and  detail  drawings  of  all  bridges  owned  by  the  city  of  T'rovi- 

dence  and  plans  relating  to  the  harbor  and  dredging  of  Providence 
»        Piver,  tide  readings  since  1S85,  etc. 

F.  Plats  of  the  500  parcels  of  real  estate  owned  by  the  city  of  Providence, 

including  public  i)arks  and  squares,  scliool  estates,  lire  <and  police 
stations,  ward  I'ooms,  waterworks  ])roperty,  sewerage  property.  Dexter 
donation  and  miscellaneous  property. 

Besides  tlie  foreo'oiiio-  there  are  iilso  on  tile  in  this  office— 
IVIeteorological  data  from  LS81  to  1904,  showing  daily  rainfall,  temperature, 

direction  and  velocity  of  tlie  wind,  humidity,  baromet-er  readings,  etc. 
Daily  water  consumption  since  1877,  engine  records,  etc. 
Field  books  containing  diagrams  of  all  private  drains  connected  with  the 

sewer  system,  with  card  index. 
About  800  packages  of  deed  abstracts,  maps,  genealogies,  wills,  railroad 

layouts  from  the  court  of  common  ])leas,  etc.,  of  uniform  size,  tiled  for 

ready  reference  and  classified  according  to  the  location  of  the  property 

involved. 

Abstracts  of  all  highway  deeds  to  city  of  Providence,  aniT  deeds  of  right  of 
way  for  water  i)ipes  and  sewers. 

An  index  of  all  conveyances  to  and  from  the  city  and  town  of  Providence, 
recorded  in  Providence,  Cranston,  Warwick,  Lincoln,  North  Providence, 
and  East  Providence,  giving  date,  location  of  proi)erty  conveyed,  Jiame 
of  grantor  and  grantee,  and  book  and  paireof  record. 

A  compilation  containing  all  legislative  actions  and  council  resolutions 
relative  to  the  North  l^urial  (i round  from  1700  to  1807,  Avith  copies  of 
all  existing  maps,  bound  in  live  type-written  volumes. 


ARCHIVKS  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 


627 


COMMISSIONKK  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS. 

Ill  March,  ISOO,  an  act  ^vas  ])ass(Hl  providiiio-  for  the  election 
of  a  board  of  three  water  coniniissioiiers,  Avho  were  elected  by 
the  city  in  Septeni])cr.  ISGl).  -In  February,  1872,  an  act  was 
passed  providino-  foi-  the  election  of  a  board  of  three  highway 
comnds.sioners,  to  snpersodc  the  ollice  of  the  surveyor  of  hio  h- 
ways.  In  March,  1880,  a  1)oard  of  ])ublic  works,  to  consist  of 
three  persons,  was  created  to  supersede  to  the  powers  of  the 
water  and  highw^ay  connnissioners.  In  March,  1888,  an  act 
was  passed  abolishing-  the  board  of  puldic  works  and  providing 
for  the  election  of  a  conmiissioner  of  public  works. 

The  reports  of  the  water  commissioners  were  prhited  quar- 
terly from  1870  to  187(1  and  anmially  from  1877  to  1880,  also 
the  reports  of  the  water  commissioners  on  sewers  from  1873 
to  1876.  The  reports  of  the  higliway  commissioners  were 
printed  both  quarterly  and  annually  from  1872  to  187i>.  The 
board  of  public  works  and  the  commissioner  of  public  w  orks 
have  printed  a  fjuarterly  report  from  ls8'->  to  date. 

The  records  in  the  department  consist  of  0  volumes  of  the 
records  of  the  water  connnissioners.  board  of  public  works, 
and  commission(>r  of  pid)lic  works  from  18(39  to  date.  There 
is  a  card  index  of  water  service  pipes  arranged  by  streets,  one 
of  water  accounts  arranged  by  stop  numbers,  and  one  of  sewer 
connections. 

lilCIOIONl). 

Richmond  was  taken  from  Charlestown  and  incorporated 
August  IS,  1717. 

Popiil^tion:  508  (1718),  1,257  (1774),  1,01)4  (1782),  1,368 
(1800),  1,784  (1850),  1,506  (ItH)O). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  June,  and  for  appropriations  on  the  Saturday  after  the 
first  ^londay  in  .May.  Town  council  and  prol>ate  court  meet 
on  the  first  ^Monday  of  each  month. 

Tow^n  clerk's  oliice  is  at  Wyoming,  in  the  town  clerk's  house. 

KKCOKDS. 

Town  mcetiIl^^  records  from  1747  t(»  1790  are  indntkMl  in  the  same  volumcH 
with  laiul  evidence,  from  1790  to  1812  were  desitroyt-d  by  lire,  and  from 
1812  to  date  are  in  vohnnes.  The  vchmu'  from  1812  to  1834  inchides 
also  vital  records,  1812-18:)2,  and  earmarks,  1818-1871. 
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Town  council  records  from  1747  to  17S3  are  in  2  volumes,  and  include 
probate  matter.  The  record^^  from  178:3  to  1812  were  des^troyed  by  lire, 
and  from  1812  to  date  are  in  14  volumes. 

Pro})ate  records  from  1747  to  1783  and  fr<jm  1812  to  date  are  contained  in 
-the  same  volume.^'  with  town  council  records,  each  bein<x  be^un  at  oppo- 
site ends  of  the  same  book.  The  only  indexes  are  to  be  found  in  the 
respective  volumes.  There  are  2  volumes  of  probate  l)onds,  1873  to 
date,  and  a  prohate  docket. 

Deeds:  The  early  volumes  of  land  evidence  include  also  the  town  meeting 
records.  Vol.  1,  1747-175.S,  includes  also  town  meetintrs,  1747-17()2;  ear- 
marks, 1747-1789,  and  vital  records,  1747-180-3.  Vol.  2,  1759-1771,  in- 
cludes also  town  mectiuirs.  1762-177t).  Vol.  3,  1771-1 78H,  includes  town 
meetings,  177<)-1790.  Vol.  4  has  only  land  evidence,  1780-1798.  The 
records  from  179S  to  IS  12  were  destroyed  by  fire.  Vol.  5,  1812-1814, 
includes  also  the  rerecordiuij  of  all  deeds  that  could  be  found  bearing 
date  between  1798  and  1S12.  Vols.  (>  to  15  cover  the  period  from  1814  to 
date.  There  are  two  voUnnes  of  indexes  and  a  receiving  book.  Rec- 
ords of  personal  ])ropei  ty,  1839  to  date,  are  in  3  volumes. 

Vital  records  from  1747  to  1805  are  inthelirst  volume  of  land  eviden<*e. 
From  1812  to  1852  they  are  in  the  volume  of  town  nieetings,  1812-1834. 
From  1853  to  date,  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  have  each  a  separate 
volume.  The  vital  records  from  1747  to  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  5  of 
Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 

Assessors'  records:  Tax  lists  from  1852  to  date  are  in  5  volumes.  Prior  to 
1852  they  are  on  loose  sheets,  fastened  together.  There  is  one  volume  of 
registry  tax,  1872-1879,  and  of  highway  tax,  1875-1877.  The  tax  books 
have  been  printed  from  1854  to  date,  with  the  exception  of  the  years 
1863  and  1864. 

School -recor< Is:  The  town  clerk  has  a  little  volume  containing  a  few  entries 
as  to  the  l)oundaries  of  school  districts.    The  school  reports  have  been 
printed  prol)ably  from  1852  to  datt^. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Records  of  V)oard  of  canvassers,  1852  to  date,  1  vol. 

By-laws  of  town,  185()  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  highway  districts,  1857-1895,  4  vols. 

Dog  licenses,  1864  to  date,  3  vols. 

Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vols.  * 

Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

The  records  ure  kept  in  tlie  house  of  the  town  clerk,  near 
the  vilhi<;e  of  Wvoininj,^,  uiost  of  them  ])eing-  in  n  large  safe. 
Several  volumes  of  records  wei-e  stolen  and  destroyed  bv  tire 
in  flune,  ISl:^,  an  account  of  which  can  be  foinid  in  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society  rublicj-tions,  vol.  1,  p.  1(31. 
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SCITUATE. 

Scituate  was  taken  from  Providence  and  incorporated  Feb- 
ruar^^  20,  1731.  The  town  was  divided  and  Foster  made  a 
separate  town  in  1T81. 

Population:  1,231^  (1748),  3,001  (1774),  1,635  (17S2),  2.523 
(1800),  4,582  (1850),  3,3(31  (1900). 

Town  meeting-  for  election  of  ofKcers  held  on  the  third 
^yednesdaY  in  ]May  and  for  appropriations  on  the  tirst  Mon- 
day in  June.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  second 
Saturday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  at  South  Scituate. 

KEC0KD8. 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  3  volumes,  1731  to  date.  Vol.  2,  1787-1824, 
is  made  up  of  the  original  minut€^>-,  which  have  been  recently  bound 
together,  but  contains  no  records  from  1772  to  1778. 

Town  council  records  are  in  8  volumes,  1731  to  date.  The  lii>t  four  vol- 
umes, from  1731  to  1819,  contain  probate  records  and  are  so  Uttered. 

Probate  records  continue  the  first  four  volumes  of  t(»wn  c()uncil  records  and 
are  lettered  vols.  5-13,  1820  to  date.  There  is  also  a  volume  of  prol)ate 
bonds,  1879-1903,  and  a  volume  of  i)roljate  docket,  189()  to  date. 

Deeds  are  in  39  vohimes,  1731  to  date,  ^'ol.  1  is  lettered  reconl  of  deeds, 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and  contains  deeds,  1731-1733,  vital 
records,  1731-1785,  earmarks,  1734-1788,  and  estrays,  1735-1760.  Mort- 
gages of  pei^sonal  property  are  kept  in  a  separate  series  from  1S37  to  date, 
vols.  1-4.  Receiving  book  for  deeds  is  kept.  Plats  have  been  bound  in 
11  large  folio  volumes,  and  there  are  also  many  loose  jilats  rolled. 

Vital  records:  The  tirst  volume,  containing  the  records  from  1731  to  1785, 
is  in  the  series  of  deeds,  as  listed  above.  The  second  volume  runs  from 
1799  to  1850,  with  a  few  earlier  entries,  containing  also  the  records  of 
the  Scituate  Fire  Engine  Company,  1845-1802.  Since  the  year  1850 
there  is  one  volume  for  births,  one  for  marriages,  and  one  for  deaths. 
The  records  as  far  as  the  year  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  3  of  ArnoM's  Vital 
Kecord  of  Ehode  Island. 

Assessors'  records:  Tax  lists  from  1771  to  date  are  in  separate  volumes  of 
varying  .size  and  thickness.  The  rate  lists  })rior  to  1771  are  undoubtedly 
in  the  bundle  of  early  l(»ose  mannscrii)ts.  The  tax  ])Ooks  have  been 
printed  from  1859  to  date,  with  the  possible  exce}*ti(jn  of  18(U)-18()2,  1804- 
1860. 

School  records:  In  the  town  clerk's  otlice  are  bounds  of  school  districts, 
1846  to  date,  and  records  of  school  c-ommittee,  1858  to  date.  The  school 
reports  have  been  })rinted  from  1847  to  date,  although  those  for  1847- 
1855  do  not  seem  to  ])e  in  any  set. 

Treasurers'  records  from  1863  to  date  are  in  separate  volumes  in  the  town 
clerk's  ollice. 
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MiscellaneouH  records : 

Justices'  docket,  1881,  1  vol. 

Justices'  court,  trial  justice,  1878-1886,  5  vols. 

Records  Scituute  asylum  of  the  poor,  1844-1886,  12  vols. 

Lists  of  bounty  payments,  18()L*,  1  vol. 

Census  for  I860,  1875,  1880,  .8  vols. 

Writs  of  altachment,  mechanics'  liens,  etc.,  186S  to  date,  2  vols. 
Militia  rolls,  1874-1882,  1  vol. 
Bounds  of  highway  districts,  1  vol. 
Dog  licenses,  1880  to  date  (on  stubs) . 
Assignment  of  wanes,  1884  to  date,  1  vol. 
Registry  book,  1890  to  date,  1  vol. 
Jury  book,  1808  to  date,  1  vol. 
Medical  register,  1805  to  <lare,  1  vol. 
Register  of  clergymen,  180()  to  date,  1  vol. 
Several  volumes  of  voters'  lists  of  the  last  fifty  years. 
One  bundle  of  warrants,  receipts,  petitions,  town  (jrders,  and  miscel- 
laneous papers,  chiefly  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
One  bundle  of  early  layouts  of  highways. 

The  records  are  kept  in  the  town  house  at  South  Scituate. 
They  are  in  fair  condition  and  the  important  records,  such  tis 
hind  evidence  and  probate  matter,  are  well  indexed. 

SMITIIFIELD. 

Smithticld  was  taken  from  Providence  and  incorporated 
February  ^0, 1731 .  The  town  Avas  divided  ]\hirch  8.  ISTl,  into 
the  towns  of  Smithtield,  North  Smithticld,  and  Lincoln,  and 
a  small  portion  was  annexed  to  Woonsocket.  Central  Falls 
was  taken  from  Lincoln  in  ISJ)5  and  incorporated  as  a  city. 
The  town  records  were  -ke])t  in  Lincoln,  the  most  populous 
town,  until  1895.  Since  that  date  they  have  been  kept  in  the 
office  at  Central  Falls,  the  most  populous  of  any  of  the  towns 
witliin  the  orio-inal  Smithticld. 

Population:  450  (1T4S),  2,s88  (1774),  2,'217  (178'J),  8,1l>0 
(1800),  11,500  (1850),  12,815  (I8()5),  2,<;o5  (1871),  2,lo7  (IJHJO). 

Town  meetino-  for  election  of  oliicers  lield  on  the  tirst  Mon- 
day in  June  and  foi'  appropriations  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
June.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the  last  Sat- 
urday of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  ollice  is  at  (Ireenville. 

RECOKDS. 

[Note.— The  records;  from  1V31  to  1S71  lue  li»  the  otlicc  at  C<^ntial  Falls,  q.  v.] 
Town  meetinf;  records  from  1S71  to  date  are  in  1  volume. 
Town  council  journal  from  isTl  to  date  is  in  8  volumes. 
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Probate  record  runs  from  1871  to  date,  vols.  1-4.  Tliere  are  2  volumes 
of  jjrobate  bonds,  1873  to  date,  and  1  volume  of  probate  docket,  1896  to 
date. 

Deeds:  There  are  7  volumes  of  records  of  deeds,  1850-1871,  lettered  A  to 
G,  which  are  transcrii)ts  from  the.  records  at  Central  Falls.  The  reconls 
of  deeds  run  from  18~1  to  date,  vols.  1-10.  Tiiere  are  2  volumes  of 
index,  1850  to  date,  and  a  receiving  book.  Mortp:ages  of  real  estate  run 
from  1871  to  date,  vols.  1-5,  and  records  of  personal  property,  vols.  1-3. 
There  are  2  volumes  of  index  to  mortgages — one  of  personal  property 
and  the  other  of  real  estate.    Plats  are  in  a  folio  volume,  or  else  rolled. 

Vital  records:  There  are  2  volumes  each  of  l)irths,  of  marriages,  and  of 
deaths,  1871  to  date.  Intentions  of  marriage  are  in  2  volumes,  1881- 
1896,  and  intentions  and  returns  of  marriage  in  2  volumes,  1896  to  date. 

Assessors'  records:  Tax  assessments  are  in  5  volumes,  1871  to  date.  Poll 
tax  assessments  are  in  1  volume,  1903  to  date.  The  tax  book  has  l)een 
printed  from  1871  to  date.  It  had  previously  been  printed  by  the  old 
town  of  Smithtield,  from  1850  to  1870. 

School  records  in  the  town  clerk's  ofhce  are  boundaries  of  school  districts, 
1873-1890,  1  vol.;  records  of  school  district  No.  14,  1848-1872,  1  vol. 
The  school  reports  have  been  printed  from  1871  to  date.  They  had  pre- 
viously been  printed  by  the  old  town  of  Smithtield  from  1847  to  1870. 

Miscellaneous  records: 

Registry  of  voters,  1871-1876,  1  vol. 
Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 
Dog  licenses,  1871  to  date,  2  vols. 

Enrolled  militia,  1871-1885,  and  list  of  jurors,  1871  to  date,  1  vol. 
Registry  tax,  1878-1888;  record  of  naturalization  papers  and  record  of 

appointment  of  railroad  police,  1897-1901;  1  vol. 
Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Register  of  clergymen,  180()  to  date,  1vol.         ^  .; 
Mechanics'  liens,  1897  to  date,  1  vol. 
The  records  are  kept  in  two  safes  in  the  town  clerk's  olEce 
at  CTreenville,  and  are  in  oood  condition. 

SOUTH  KINGSTOWN. 

The  town  of  Kinostown.  incorporated  1671,  was  divided  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1723,  into  North  King-stown  and  South  King-stown, 
the  act  providing  that  North  Kingstown  should  l)e  tlie  older 
town.  The  South  Kingstown  records,  therefore,  begin  in 
1723. 

Popuhition:  1,523  (1730),  2,835  (1774),  2,675  (1782),  3,138 
(1800),  3,807  (1850)  1,972  (IDOo). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  othcers  he!d  on  the  iirst  Tues- 
day in  June  and  for  appropriations  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
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May.    Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the  second 
jNIonday  of  each  month. 
Town  hall  is  at  Wakefield. 

KECOEDS. 

Town  meeting  records  run  from  1723  to  date,  vols.  1-4.  Vol.  1,  1723-1776, 
includes  also  vital  records,  1723--1794,  with  a  few  of  earlier  date,  and  ear- 
marks and  brands,  1723-1788. 

Town  council  records  xso.  1  is  a  transcript  made  in  1723  of  the  council  and 
probate  records  of  Kingstown,  and  also  contahis  a  list  of  freemen,  1723, 
vital  records,  1678-1722,  and  earmarks,  1696-1722.  From  1723  to  1799 
town  council  records  are  in  vols.  2  to  6,  probate  records  being  kept  in  the 
opposite  end  of  each  volume.  From  1799  to  date  council  records  are 
kept  separately  in  vols.  7-1 1. 

Probate  records  previous  to  1799  are  kept  in  the  same  vrtlumes  with  town 
council  records,  7.  r.  From  1799  to  date  they  are  ke[>t  separately  in  vols. 
1-16.  There  is  a  se])arate  volume  of  in<lex  of  wills  and  a  probate  docket. 
Bonds  run  f)\.m  1873  to  date,  in  vols.  1-3.  Ap})raisers  warrants  run  from 
1896  to  date  in  1  vohune. 

Deeds:  Land  evidence,  vols.  ]~3,  are  transcri])ts  made  in  1723  of  Kings- 
town records  froni  1693  to  1723.  The  regular  st-riesof  land  evidence  runs 
from  1723  to  date,  vols.  3-36.  Ileal  estate  mortgages  are  kept  separately, 
1886  to  date,  vols.  1-5.  Personal  property  mortgages  are  kej^t  separately, 
1839  to  date,  vols.  1-5.  There  is  a  receiving  book  rw\  a  separate  volume 
of  index  to  deeds.  Plats  are  kept  in  3  large  volumes  called  Plat  book 
record  of  highways."  ^Miscellaneous  plats  are  rolled.  The  lands  of 
South  Kingstown  were  included  in  what  was  early  called  the  Petta- 
quamscut  Purchase.  Many  of  the  records  of  the  Purchasers  are  ]ninted 
in  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  Collections,  vol.  3,  pp.  275-292, 
and  their  records  from  1783  to  1793  are  in  manuscript  in  the  library  of 
the  Historical  Society. 

Vital  records  from  1678  to  1?22,  included  in  the  transcript  of  town  council 
records  No.  1,  are  really  records  of  Kingstown  and  should  be  mentioned 
in  connection  with  North  Kingstown  records.  From  1723  to  1794  the 
vital  records  were  kept  in  the  first  volume  of  town  meeting  records. 
From  1794  to  1850  they  are  in  a  separate  volume,  which  also  includes 
record  of  earmarks,  1 791-1 86<),  and  of  estrays,  1824  to  date.  From  1850 
to  date  there  is  1  volume  each  of  ])irths,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths. 
Intentions  of  marriage,  1881-1895,  are  in  2  volumes,  and  intentions  and 
returns  of  marriage,  1895  to  tlate,  are  in  3  volumes.  There  are  several 
marriages  from  1716  to  1731  recorded  in  the  jfaper  volumes  of  justices' 
court  records  as  yet  unarranged.  The  records  iuj  far  as  1850  have  been 
printed  iti  vol.  5  of  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 

Assessors'  records  from  1757  to  date  are  in  little  volumes  chiefly  bound  in 
paper  or  pasteboard  covers.  Tax  books  have  been  printed  from  1852  to 
date. 

School  records  in  the  town  clerk's  office  are  records  of  scliool  conunittee, 
1852-1871,  1  vol.;  scliool  daily  registers,  1862-1887,  about  100  volumes; 


ARCHIVKS  OF  RKODK  ISLAND. 


038 


records  of  school  district  boundaries,  1884,  1  vol.    The  school  reports 
have  been  printed  in  1852, 1853,  1863,  1873  to  date,  and  possibly  in  inter- 
vening years. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Paper  money  bank  mortgages,  1715-1750,  5  vols. 

Justices'  court  I'ecords,  1782-1886,  several  volumes,  chiefly  unbound, 
and  often  incliioing  records  of  marriages. 

Record  of  higlnvay  districts,  1797-1 S31,  2  vols. 

Record  of  highway  tax  lists,  1832-1864,  2  vols. 

Highway  account  bo(.»k,  1865-1895,  5  vols. 

Military  roll,  1848,  1  vol.,  paper. 

Militia  rolls,  1861-1874,  1  vol. 

Registry  book,  1857  to  date,  3  vols. 

Memorial  of  soldiers'  monument,  1861-1865,  1  vol. 

Census  of  1865,  of  1875,  2  vols,  in  slieets. 

Record  of  })artnerships,  1881  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  attacliments,  index  to  hie. 

Jurors'  book,  189.".  to  date,  1  vol. 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Militia  enrollment  of  1898,  in  sheets. 

There  are  several  chests  of  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  century 
accounts,  warrants,  highway  layouts,  justices'  records,  paper  money 
mortgages,  etc.,  etc.,  which  would  be  of  considerable  value  if  prop- 
erly arranged  by  subject.  The  otfice  possesses  a  set  of  the  Narragan- 
sett  Times. 

The  j'ecords  are  in  a  lireproof  vault  in  the  town  hall  at 
Wakefield  and  are  well  bound  and  indexed. 

TIVERTON. 

Tiverton,  one  of  the  five  towns  received  from  Massachusetts 
in  174:6  by  royal  decree,  was  incorporated,  tog-ether  with  small 
parts  of  Dartmouth  and  Freetown,  as  a  Rhode  Island  town- 
January  27,  1747.  It  was  settled  in  lOSO,  and  had  been  incor- 
porated as  a  town  by  the  Massachusetts  C'olony  in  1<)94.  The 
northern  portion  of  the  town  was  incorporated  by  Rhode 
Island. as  the  town  of  Fall  River  October  6,  185^),  ])ut  was 
transferred  to  Massachusetts  March  1.  18G2,  in  exchange  for 
parts  of  Pawtucket  and  Seekonk. 

ropidation:  1,010  (17IS),  1,1»56  (177-1:),  1,959  (1782),  2,717 
(1800),  1,099  (1S50)  1,927  (1800),  2,977  (19UU). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  first 
W ednesdav  in  June  and  for  ai)})r()priations  on  the  last  Wednes- 
day in  April.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the 
first  Saturday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  oilice  is  at  Tiverton. 
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RECORDS. 

[Note. — The  town  meetin.q-  aiul  vital  records  b*'forc  1747  are  still  in  the  possession  of 
the  town,  but  tlie  land  evidence  and  prolnite  recnrds  beft)re  that  date,  accordin.s^  to  the 
Massachusetts  system,  are  jin-servcd  in  the  county  scut  at  Taunton,  where  are  also  the 
records  oi  the  town  of  Fall  River  (  it.  I.).  l.soG-bsOi.  .^ee  Report  of  the  Massachusetts 
Record  Conimissioner  lor         p.  37:}.] 

Town  lueetincr  icc-ords:  The  vohmie  lettercMl  "Town  iiieetiiij^H,  l)irths', 
maiTia<rf'S,  deathn,  ]()97-17o2"  includes  town  nieetini;  reeoi<l.«  from  ]()98 
to  1783.  The  vohnne  lettered  "Town  meeting  records,  1704-1 7r>r'  con- 
tains the  record.^  from  1 7o5  to  1754  ami  a  few  meetings  from  1704  to 
170S.  This  \^  followed  by  "T(.wn  meetings,  17o4-179S,"  an.l  "Town 
meeting.-,  1801-1S8S."  The  last  volume  is  lettered  "Town  meeting  rec- 
ords, Xo.  o,"  and  runs  from  18:)S  to  bH);>.  The  records  from  1798  to 
1801  ap]»ear  to  he  missing.  There  is  a  volume  of  lists  of  freemen  1747- 
1811. 

Town  council  records  from  1747  to  1764  are  in  the  volume  lettered  "Pro- 
hate  records.  No.  2,  1746-1769."  From  1771  to  1775  the  records  are  in 
the  vohuiie  lettered  "]'ro})ate  records,  No.  4,  1771-179:5;"  from  1776  to 
1789,  in  volume  lett(>re<l  "Town  council  and  probate  records,  177<)-1789;" 
from  1790  to  1792,  in  v<jlume  lettered  "Probate  records,  No.  4,  1771- 
1798;"  from  1792  to  1804,  in  "Council  book,  No.  5;"  from  1804  to  1852, 
in  "Town  council  meetings,  No.  2,  1804-1852."-  This  is  followed  by 
"Council  records,  No.  8,"  1852-1889,  aud  "Council  record,  No.  4," 
1889-1908. 

Probate  records  from  1747  to  1768  are  in  volume  lettered  "  Probate  records. 
No.  2,  174()-1769;"  from  1769  to  1792,  in  "Probate  records,  No.  4,  1771- 
1798;"  from  1792  to  1804,  in  "Council  bonk.  No.  5;"  from  1804  to  1814, 
•in  "Probate  records,  No.  6."  This  is  followed  by  Vol.  7  to  vol.  19,  1814 
to  date.  (There  are  2  volumes  lettered  vol.  14.)  There  are  als(j  2  vol- 
innes  of  record  of  bonds,  1874  to  date;  1  volume  of  scratch  book  of  pro- 
bate court,  1818-1826;  and  1  vohnne  of  probate  docket. 

Deeds:  There  is  a  xolume  lettered  "  Proi»riet(»rs'  record.  i*ocasset," 
wliich  contains  a  transcript  of  tile  o.'igiual  records  of  the  })ro])rietors  of 
Pocasset  and  of  Puncatest  from  1680  to  bsjs.  made  in  1868.  The  land 
'evi<lence  runs  from  1746  to  date,  vols.  1-48.  There  is  a  separate 
volume  of  index  of  grantees  for  v<3ls.  l-;;6,  whicii  index  is  bt.'ing  con- 
tinued by  the  card  system.  A  vohnne  lettered  "Land  records.  1752- 
1774,"  contains  pajn-r  nnjuey  indentures  of  1752  and  deeds  from  174S  to 
1774.  There  is  also  1  volume  of  securities  on  jtersonal  estate,  1884-1876; 
1  volume  of  records  of  personal  i)roperty,  1874-1899;  an<l  8  volumes  of 
mortgages  land  evidence,  190;5  to  date.  Plats  are  rolled.  A  map  of  the 
Pocasset  purchase  is  in  private  hands. 

Vital  records  before  1850  are  in  4  volumes.  "]>irths  and  deaths,  1678- 
1818;"  "Marriages  and  intentions,  1 707-174(5,"  containing  records  from 
1707  to  1814;  "Births,  1767-1812,"  containing  births  and  deaths  from 
1745  to  1829;  and  "  P>ii-ths  and  mai  riages,  1809-1854."  There  are  also 
several  records  from  1678  to  178>5  in  "Town  meetings,  births,  marriages, 
deaths,  16.97-1782."  l-^-om  lsr>0  to  date  there  are  2  volumes  each  of 
births,  of  marriages,  and  <»f  deaths.  There  are  also  intentions  <»f  mar- 
riages, 1881-1896,  1  vol.,  ami  intentior.s  and  returns  of  man  iage,  189(;  to 
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date,  1  v<j1.    The  reconln  a.s  far  as  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  4  of  Arnold'H 
Vital  Record  of  Rlio<le  Island. 
Assessors  recordn:  The  original  tax  books  for  the  following  years  seem  to 
be  in  the  office:  1S44,  iSoO,  1852,  1855,  1856,  1870,  1872-1875,  1879  to 
.date.    The  tax  books  have  Ijeen  printed  since  1867. 
School  records  in  the  town  clerk'.^  office  are  records  of  school  districts, 
1842-1805;  treasurer  s  school  records,  1845-1888,  in  2  volumes;  school 
attendance  and  census,  1885-1889,  in  2  volumes.    The  school  reports 
have  been  printcMl  in  1859  and  from  1878  to  date. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Treasurer's  record  book,  1787-1816,  1  vol.;  cash  book,  1845-1893,2 

vols. ;  account  book,  18S8-1893,  1  vol. 
Records  of  the  overseers  of  the  })oor,  1822-1886,  1  vol. 
Electoral  re*:ister,  1868-1876,  1  vol. 
Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 

Dog  licenses,  1864-1871,  1895-1899,  3  vols.    (These,  as  well  as  liquor 

licenses,  are  now  ke{)t  l)y  the  Tiverton  police  commission). 
Bounds  of  highway  districts,  18r)8,  1  vol. 
Vaccination  books,  1873-1894,  1  vol. 
Record  of  est  rays,  1873  to  date,  1  vol. 
Mechanics'  liens,  1877  to  date,  1  vol. 
Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  elections,  district  Xos.  1  and  2,  1895  to  date,  2  vols. 
jNIedical  register,  18'J5  to  date,  1  vol. 
Register  of  cleigymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 
Militia  enrollment  of  I8ii8,  in  sheets. 

The  records  are  well  ko])t  in  ii  lireproof  vault  in  the  to\\Ti 
clerk's  office  at  Tiverton.  Several  of  the  earlier  vokuiies  have 
been  wisely  preserviMl  by  the  Emery  process,  although  the 
modern  lettering  on  the  backs  is  not  always  indicative  of  the 
contents. 

WAKKEN. 

Warren,  whose  territory  fornierly  belonged  to  Massachu- 
setts, came  under  Khode  Island  jurisdiction  upon  the  settle- 
ment of  the  boundary  question,  and  on  rJanuary  27,  1T4T,  was 
incorporated  as  a  town.  On  June  1(5,  1770,  the  town  was 
divichHl,  the  new  portion  being  named  Harrington.  A  portion 
of  the  town  of  i^i'istol  was  annexed  to  \\'arren  INlay  r><),  1873. 

Population:  OSO  (174S).  1)71»  (1774),  IMif)  (I7S2),  1,T7:3  (1<S()U), 

(isr)(i),  r),ios  (idoo). 

'I'own  meeting  for  I'K'ction  hehl  on  the  second  \\'ednesday 
in  ^Nlarch  and  for  aj)])ropriat  ions  on  the  succeeding  vSiturday. 
Town  council  and  prol)ate  court  meet  on  the  tirst  Saturday  in 
eacii  month. 

Town  iitdl  is  in  the  town  of  A\'arren. 
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KECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  four  volumes,  1747  to  date.  There  are  also 
two  small  volumes  of  the  origimil  blotters,  lSlO-1829,  1829-1842. 

Town  counril  records  from  1747  to  1837  are  in  three  volumes,  the  first  two 
of  which,  1747-180S,  include  probate  matter.  The  fourth  volume  is 
unlettered,  runs  fiom  18.S5.  to  1856,  and  is  a[)parently  the  original  blotter 
which  had  not  been  transcribed.  The  next  volume,  1856-1873,  is  let- 
tered vol.  2  and  is  followed  by  vols.  3-5,  1873  to  date. 

Probate  records  before  1808  are  in  town  council  records.  From  ISOS  to 
date  they  are  in  a  series  numbered  vols.  2-13,  although  vol.  12  contains 
solely  probate  record  accounts.  There  are  four  thin  volumes  running 
from  1819-1830,  1858-1861,  which  are  apparently  blotters.  Wills  and 
inventories,  1810-1819,  vol.  3,  and  1819-LS51,  vol.  4,  are  followed  by 
Avills,  1854  to  date,  vols.  8-10,  and  inventories,  1832  to  date,  vols.  3-5. 
Letters  testamentary  and  of  administration  are  dated  1810-1839,  No.  1; 
1840-1856;  1872-1899,  Xo.  3.  Letters  of  guardianship  are  dated  1814- 
1841,  Xo.  2,  an<l  1841-1899.  Tliese  are  followed  by  a  volume  of  letters 
testauientary,  administration,  and  guardianship,  1899  to  date.  Of  the 
volumes  of  bonds,  tliere  are  adndnistrative  bonds,  1810-18;!6,  1  vol.; 
executor's  bond,  etc.,  1815-1823,  Xo.  1;  bonds  and  letters  to  jiay  dcl)ts 
and  legacies,  182)5-1839,  >;o.  2;  letters  and  bonds  to  return  an  inventory, 
1823-18.39,  No.  3;  bond  book,  1872-1893,  1  vol.;. and  record  of  bonds, 
1893  to  dale,  Xos.  2  and  3.  Other  ])robate  vohunes  are  probate  docket, 
1895  to  date;  probate  record  accounts,  1841  to  date,  vols.  7-12  (there  is, 
however,  no  vol.  8);  and  court  of  probate,  connnissioner's  claims,  1843 
to  date,  vol.  8.  The  })robate  records  are  providei  I  with  separate  indexes, 
but  the  lettering  on  the  backs  of  the  volumes,  as  can  be  seen  above,  is 
very  confusing. 

Deeds  are  in  a  series  nund)ered  vols.  1-38,  1747  to  date,  although  there  are 
two  vols.  20,  and  two  vols.  21.  These  are  indexed  in  separate  volumes. 
There  is  a  transcribed  copy  of  the  records  of  tlie  ])rnprietors  of  Sowams, 
1653-1797,  the  original  of  which  is  at  Barringtf»n.  Personal-i)roperty 
mortgages  are  in  a  separate  series  of  3  volumes,  1S34  to  date.  There  is  a 
reception  bo  )k  for  conveyances.  IMats  are  mounted  on  cards,  those  of 
estates  nund)eri ng  1  to  30,  and  those  of  streets  1  to  6.  There  is  a  folio 
plat  book  containing  a  plat  of  the  entire  town,  made  in  185()  l>y  James  8. 
jNIason. 

Vital  records  from  1747  to  1850  are  in  3  volumes.  The  births  are  arranged 
alphabetically  V>y  the  Christian  name.  There  is  also  a  volume  of  record 
of  marriages,  1822-1853.  From  1850  to  date  births  are  in  2  volumes, 
marriages  in  2,  and  deaths  in  2.  Intentions  and  returns  of  marriages 
are  in  5  volumes,  1881  to  date.  The  records  as  far  as  1850  are  printed  in 
vol.  6  of  Arnold's  Vital  Kecord  of  Rhode  Island. 

Assessors'  records  are  in  5  volumes,  1851  to  date.  The  tax  books  have 
■i)een  annually  printed  froni  1868  to  date,  with  the  possible  excei)tion  of 
1869. 

School  reports  have  been  annually  printe<i  fi  om  1857  to  date,  with  possibly 
a  few  exceptions  in  the  earlier  years. 
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Mit^cellaneous  records: 

Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  3  vols. 
Assignment  of  future  earnings,  1884  to  date,  3  vols. 
Dog  licenses,  1885-1892,  1  vol.,  1892  to  date,  on  stubs. 
Attachments  and  executions,  1885  to  date,  1  vol. 
Police  department  report,  1891-1898,  1  vol. 
Licenses  of  slio\vs,  1892  to  date,  1  vol.  of  stubs. 
Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 
Corporation  returns,  1895  to  date. 
Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Clergymen's  register,  1890  to  date,  1  vol. 
Records  of  bonds  issued,  1897  and  1902,  1  vol. 
Finance  records,  1901  to  <late,  1  vol. 

The  records  are  well  kept  in  a  lar^'e  lircproof  room  in  the 
town  hall  at  Warren. 

WARWICK. 

Warwick,  one  of  the  original  four  towns,  was  settled  in 
1643,  althouoh  it  api)arently  did  not  assume  governmental 
organization  until  KUT.  (See  Field's  Rhode  Island,  vol.  1, 
p.  72.)  The  town  was  divided  in  1741.  and  Coventry  separated 
from  it. 

Population:  480  (1708),  2.-138  (1774),  2,122  (1782),  2,532 
(1800),  7,740  (1S50),  21.316  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  elections  held  on  the  Tuesday  next  after 
the  first  ^londay  in  November,  and  for  appropriations  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  September.  Town  council  meets  on  the  sec- 
ond and  fourth  Mondays  of  each  month,  and  probate  court  on 
the  second  and  fourth  Thursdays  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  at  Apponaiig. 

RECORDS.  v..  ■!,  ' 

Town  meeting  records.  The  first  record  book  includes  town  meeting  rec- 
ords, town  council  recoids,  deeds,  earniaiks,  etc.,  from  1(347  to  1608,  as 
well  as  a  few  Indian  deeds  of  earlier  <late.  Tliere  are  several  images  of 
shorthand  in  the  first  j)art  of  the  book,  i»rol)ahly  notes  on  sermons  writ- 
ten by  Kdmund  Calvcrly  while  in  England.  There  is  also  a  transrript 
of  this  volume  made  in  18(U).  This  is  followed  by  a  volume  of  t<jwn 
meetings  and  land  evidence,  KitiS-KISl,  and  by  a  volume  called  (  Jeneral 
Record  No.  1  and  containing  town  meetings,  Ifi81-U)82.  1(>96;  land  evi- 
dence, 1681-1682;  some  scattered  t<»wn  council  records,  earmarks,  and  a 
few  miscellaneous  j»roprietors'  records,  1681-1720  These  three  volumes 
have  been  j)rovided  with  a  comprehensive  alphabetical  index  of  proper 
names,  subjects,  grantors  and  grantees,  etc.,  in  6  volumes.    The  town 
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ineetiiig  nronls,  kept  in  separate  volmnes,  run  from  1713  to  date,  vols. 
2-9. 

Town  (.'ouncil  rcM-onls  arc  scatterfl  tliroughout  tiie  tir.-t  record  ])Ook,  1648- 
1668,  and  <j:eneral  record,  Xo.  1,  1681-16t)9,  and  are  included  in  tlie 
voUnneis  of  wills  from  ITO."]  to  1771.  The  town  council  reconls,  kept 
separately,  run  from  1771  to  date,  vols.  1-10. 

Probate  record  :  Wills,  etc.,  run  from  170:5  to  date  in  21  volumes.  There 
are  12  volumes  of  probate  proceedings,  ISO-l  to  date;  5  volumes  of  j)ro- 
bate  bonds,  1 S7:-)  to  date;  1  volume  of  ].robate  letters,  bS.'JO-lSor);  ]  volume 
of  letters  of  administratic^n  with  will  amiexed,  1S.")»)  to  date;  2  volumes 
each  of  letters  of  administration,  letters  of  jinaT'dianship  and  letters  tes- 
tamentary, 1856  to  date;  and  probate  docket,  isi).")  to  date. 

Deeds:  Land  evidence  from  1642  to  are  scattered  throughout  the  first 
record  book;  from  16()8to  1681  are  contained  in  a  nnxed  volume  of  town 
meetings  and  land  evidence;  and  from  Ti81  to  1»)S2  in  tlx*  volume  called 
CJeneral  liecord  No.  1.  These  three  volumes  have  been  carefully  in- 
dexed. From  1682  to  date  the  deeds  run  from  vol.  1  to  ()7,  the  first 
volume,  1682-1706,  containing  many  early  deeds  recorded  after  1682. 
The  deeds  are  indexed  in  separate  voluuies  an<l  there  is  a  receiving  book. 
There  are  also  the  moilgaizes  of  personal  property,  18,'M  to  date,  in  7 
volumes,  and  mortgages  of  real  estate,  1S54  to  date,  vols.  1-31  (although 
there  are  two  vols.  4  aii<l  two  vols.  8,  making  .^o  volumes).  Tlats  are 
kept  in  large  folio  books,  vols.  1-4,  and  are  itlso  rolled  and  ke[>t  in 
drawers. 

Vital  records  from  1664  to  1850  are  in  4  volumes.  From  1850  to  date  births 
and  marriages  are  in  3  volumes  each,  and  deaths  in  2  volumes.  The 
intentions  of  marriage,  1890-1805,  and  the  intentions  and  returns  of  mar- 
riage, 1896  to  date,  are  in  6  volumes.  The  vital  records  as  far  as  the 
year  1850  are  printed  in  Arnold's  Vital  llecord  of  Khode  Island,  Vol.  1. 

Assessors'  records:  The  tax  lists  from  1865  to  date  are  in  6  volumes.  The 
earlier  lists,  as  far  back  as  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  are 
tied  up  in  bundles  and  kept  in  the  storage  room.  There  are  also  2  vol- 
umes of  the  levy  book  for 'town  taxes,  1878  to  date;  2  volumes  of  the 
levy  book  for  school  districts,  1893  to  date;  and  1  volume  of  the  fire  dis- 
trict tax  levy  book,  1900  to  date.  The  tax  books  have  been  ])rinted 
from  1856  to  date,  with  the  possi])le  exception  of  the  years  1857,  1858, 
and  1859. 

School  records  in  the  town  clerk's  office  are  records  of  school  district  Xo. 
4,  1846-1886,  1  vol.,  and  school  district  tax  levy  book,  1893  to  date,  2 
vols.    The  school  reports  have  been  printed  since  1853. 
Miscellaneous  records : 

Record  of  fence  divisions,  1810  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  liens,  1848  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  surveyors  of  highways,  1853-1805,  2  vols. 

Treasurer's  account  book,  1860-1861,  2  vols.,  iu  paper  covers,  and  1862- 

1880,  2  vols. 
Highway  account  books,  18.s4  to  date. 

INIiscellaneous  records,  1855  to  date,  2  vols.  (Bills  of  sale  of  i»ersonal 
property. ) 
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MiscellaiH'OU.s  records — ( A)ntimie(T: 

Record  of  attachments,  Lsr^S  to  date,  Index  vol. 

Dog  license^,  ISO?  to  date,  ?>  vols. 

Militia  list,  18(J9-18Sl>,  1  vol. 

SoMiers'  ]x)unties,  war  of  rebellion,  1  vol. 

Militia  enrolimont,  189S,  1  vol.  of  sheets. 

Registry  book,  1S7"  to  date,  5  vols. 

A'^signnient  of  wages,  1SS4  to  date,  4  vols. 

Record  of  elections,  districts  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  1892  to  date,  4  vols. 
Jury  book,  180o  to  date,  1  vol. 
Legal  notices,  ISi*,")  to  date,  1  vol. 
Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Liquor  licenses,  tavern  licenses,  junk  gatherers'  licenses,  and  peddlers' 
licenses  are  kept  in  stnl)  volumes. 

In  the  storage  room  are  two  large  boxes  and  one  trunk  full  of  mis- 
cellaneous papers  of  the  18th  and  19th  centuries,  such  as  receijits, 
vouchers,  warrants,  early  tax  lists,  records  of  highway  districts, 
bonds  and  records  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  175()-18G0j  both  in 
volumes  and  in  bundles  of  papers. 

The  Warner  Papers  in  the  John  Carter  r)ro\vn  Library  {\,SY1\ 
manuscripts  in  o  volumes,  with  index  f>f  names)  contain  many  papers 
relating  to  Warwick,  1642-1849,  such  as  <leeds,  town  orders,  layouts 
of  land,  plats,  etc. 

The  records  are  kept  in  a  laro^e  iireproof  room  in  the  town 
hall  at  Apponaiio-,  and,  Avith  the  exception  of  the  very  early 
volumes,  are  in  oood  condition  and  well  labeled.  The  tirst 
book  of  records  should  be  carefully  copied  and  printed. 

WEST  (IKEENWK'U. 

West  (rreenwich  was  taken  from  East  Greenwich  and  incor- 
porated as  a  town  April  <>.  1741. 

Popidation:  Tt'.C  (1T4S),  1,704  (1774),  1,698  (1782),  1,757 
(1800),  1,350  (1850).  OOG  (llMiO). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  oilicers  and  for  appropriations 
held  on  the  tirst  ^Monday  in  flune.  Town  council  and  probate 
court  meet  on  the  last  Saturday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  otHce  is  in  his  house  at  West  Greenwich  Centre. 

KKCOI^DS. 

Town  Meeting  Ktu-ords  from  1742  to  <latc  are  in  4  volumes. 

Town  Coum-il  Ivecords  from  1742  to  dale  are  in  9  volumes.  Some  C<-)uncil 
Records  for  1741-42  and  also  a  few  ret-ords  of  earmarks,  written  on  loose 
leaves,  are  laid  in  at  the  beginning  of  the  lirsi  volume.  The  records 
from  1788  to  1790  are  apj>arently  missing  and  there  are  two  volumes  let- 
tered 8. 
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Probate  Records.    Wills,  1742-date,  are  in  11  volumes,  there  being  a 
contemporary  index  in  each  vohime.    The  records  of  the  Probate  Court 
are  kept  in  vol.  l-X  of  Town  Council  Records  fn>m  1741  to  1827,  in  vol. 
6-9  of  Record  of  Wills  from  1828  to  184B,  and  in  separate  volumes,  let- 
tered vol.  10  and  11,  from  1840  to  date.    There  is  a  Probate  Docket, 
1896-date,  and  2  volumes  o'f  Probate  P>onds,  187.Vdate. 
Deeds.    Land  Evidence  runs  from  1740  to  178(3,  vol.  1-8.    The  first  volume, 
1740-1741,  has  but  49  loose  pages  and  contains  deeds  in  the  Great  Pur- 
chase, later  incorporated  as  West  Greenwich.    There  is  a  separate  thin 
volume  of  Index  to  vol.  2-7.    From  178(3  to  date  Pand  Evidence  runs  in  a 
new  series,  vol.  1-17,  there  being  a  contemporary  index  in  each  volume. 
There  is  a  sei)arate  Index  tu  Deeils,  1890-date,  in  1  volume.    There  are 
2  volumes  of  Chattel  Mortgages,  1834-date,  o  volumes  of  Ileal  Estate 
Mortgages,  18.']8-date,  and  1  volume  of  Registry  of  Mortgages  and  Quit- 
claims, 1742-1772.    There  are  several  plats  of  highways  and  estates 
among  the  loose  miscellaneous  j»apers.  including  two  old  plats  of  1720 
and  1727  which  cover  almost  the  entire  town. 
Vital  Kecords  from  1 741  to  1852  are  in  8  volumes.    From  1852  to  date  there 
is  1  volume  each  of  Births,  of  Marriages  and  of  ]>eaths.    Intentions  of 
Marriage  and  Intentions  and  lieturns  of  Marriage  run  from  1881  to  date 
in  4  volumes.    The  records  from  1741  to  1850  are  printed  in  Arnold's 
Vital  lleeonh  of  Ji.  I.,  vol.  1. 
Assessors  Records  from  1899  to  1902  are  in  4  paper  books,  and  from  1903 
to  date  are  in  a  large  folio  volume.    Most  of  the  earlier  tax  lists  are 
among  the  loose  miscellaneous  papers.     The  Tax  Books  have  been 
printed  from  18G4  to  date. 
School  Reports  liave  been  printe<l  from  1862  to  date. 
Miscellaneous  Records  are  as  follows: — 

Register  of  Earmarks  and  Estrays,  1742-1894,  2  vol. 

Militia  Lists,  18(32-85,  185)8,  1  vol. 

Dog  Licenses,  18(34-date,  1  vol.        '  '  •' 

Registry  Book,  1889-date,  1  vol. 

Naturalization  Book,  1892-date,  1  vol. 

Jury  Book,  1893-date,  1  vol. 

Medical  Register,  1895-<late,  1  vol.  (contains  as  yet  no  entries). 
Register  of  Clergynien,  1897-date,  1  vol. 

There  ure  8  chests  of  niiscelkineous  papers,  such  as  peti- 
tions, warrants,  receipts,  town  orders,  tax  lists,  etc.,  chicily 
of  the  late  eighteenth  and  early  nineteenth  centuries. 

The  records  are  in  fair  condition,  although  several  of  the 
early  volumes,  such  as  vol.  2  of  the  Vital  Records,  are  loose 
in  the  hinding.  Vol.  1  of  Town  Meetino-  Records  is  so  dis- 
colored as  to  be  partially  unintelligible.  No  office  or  tire- 
proof  receptacles  are  provided  by  the  town  for  its  clerk,  and 
hence  the  records  are  kept  in  the  houses  of  the  various  town- 
clerks. 
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WESTERLY. 

Westcrh^  was  incorporated  May  14,  1G60.  Its  name  was 
changed  to  Havershani  in  June,  1686,  but  was  restored  in 
,  1689.  It  orio-inally  included  the  towns  of  Charlestown,  which 
was  separated  from  it  in  1T3S,  of  Ilopkinton,  which  was  sepa- 
rated from  it  in  1757,  and  of  Richmond,  wliich  was  separated 
from  Charlestown  in  1747. 

Population:  570  (170S),  1.926  (1730),  1,809  (1748),  2,291 
(1755),  1.312  (1774),  1,744(1782),  2,329  (1800),  2,763  (1850), 
7,541  (1900). 

Town  meeting-  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  June,  and  for  appropriations  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
June.  Town  council  meet  on  the  first  ^Monday  of  each  montli 
and  probate  court  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  of  each 
month. 

Town  liall  is  on  Union  street  in  Westerl}'. 

KECOIJDS. 

Town  meeting  records  from  1660  to  1706  are  in  a  volume  lettered  "  Town 
Records,  Land  l^vidence,  etc.,  No.  1,  1661-1707."    This  volume  con- 
tains also  land  evidence,  vital  records,  probate  matter,  and  earmarks 
from  1669  to  1707.    Town  meeting  records  from  1707  to  1745  are  in  a 
volume  lettered  vol.  1  and  containing  also  vital  records,  land  evidence 
and  earmarks.    This  is  followed  by  vol.  3,  1745-1778,  containing  also 
vital  records  and  earmarks;  vol.  4,  1779-1819,  containing  also  vital 
records  and  earmarks;  unnund»ered  volume  1819-1855;  unnumbered 
volume  1855-1903;  vol.  2,  1904  to  date. 
Town  council  records  before  1699  are  in  the  book  called  town  records,  Xo. 
1.    From  1699  to  1798  they  are  in  a  series  labeled  town  council  and 
probate,  vol.  1-5.    From  179S  to  date  they  are  kept  separately,  vol. 
6-11.    There  is  a  volume  of  town  and  council  special  proceedings, 
1859-1888,  which  relates  chiefly  to  highways. 
Probate  records  before  1798  are  kept  in  the  same  volumes  with  town  council 
records.    From  1798  to  date  they  are  kept  separately  in  a  series  num- 
bered vol.  1-12.    There  are  two  volumes  of  probate  bonds,  1872  to  date. 
There  is  a  separate  volume  of  index  only  to  vol.  10-12. 
Deeds:  Land  evidence  from  1662  to  1707  is  in  the  book  called  "Town 
Records,  Land  Evidences,  c^c,  No.  1."    There  are  a  few  deeds  in  the 
first  volume  of  council  and  probate  records,  1699-1719.    The  land  evi- 
dence is  kept  separately  from  1707  to  date  in  a  series  numbered  vol. 
2-35.    There  are  two  separate  volumes  of  grantors  and  grantees'  index. 
There  is  a  volume  called  the  ''Lottery  Book"  and  containing  deeds 
chietly  from  Joseph  Pendleton,  1751-1768,  in  Lottery  Village.  jNIortgages 
of  real  estate  run  from  1870  to  date  in  7  vols.    Mortgages  of  personal 
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proi>erty  run  from  1834  to  date  in  4  vols.  There  is  an  index  volnnieof 
attachments,  1882  to  date.  Plats  are  chietly  in  2  folio  volumes. 
Vital  records  before  1700  are  in  the  book  called  "Town  Record.^,  Land 
P^vidence,  &c.,  Xo.  1."  Froml707to  18]9theyare  incliidedin  the  volumes 
of  toun  meeting  records.  There  is  a  volume  called  "Record  of  Marriages 
and  Births,  Xo.  3,  1S24-1850.''  From  1850  to  date  there  are  2  volumes 
of  births,  2  of  marriages,  and  1  of  deaths.  Intentions  of  marriage  and 
intentions  and  returns  of  marriage  run  from  1881  to  date.  The  reconls 
previous  to  1850  have  been  printed  in  volume  5  of  Arnold's  Vital  Reconl 
of  Rhode  Island. 

Assessors'  records:  The  tax  books  run  from  1873  to  date  in  31  volumes, 
and  there  are  some  of  the  earlier  volumes  in  the  storage  roonj.  There 
is  a  volume  of  assessors' valuation,  1877-1887,  and  a  card  index  to  tax- 
payers. The  tax  books  have  been  printed  from  1853  to  date,  ^vith  the 
exception  of  the  years  1854,  1857,  1858,  1860,  and  1804,  which  do  not 
ap]>ear  to  be  in  any  set. 
School  reports  have  been  i)nnted  fn^m  at  least  1883  to  date,  although  for 

12  years  previous  they  had  been  printed  in  the  newspapers. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Records  of  the  Pa wcatuck  Union  Meeting  House,  1828-1872,  1  vol. 
Mechanics'  liens,  1853-1870,  1  vol. 
INIilitia  enrollments,  1807-1882,  2  vols. 

Statements  of  manufacturing  corporations,  1872  to  date,  1  vol. 

Town  ordinances,  1873  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  dog  licenses,  1873  to  date,  1  vol. 

Book  of  executions,  1870  to  1883,  1  vol. 

Registry  books,  1877  to  date,  3  vols. 

Report  of  auditors,  1884  to  date,  vol.  2. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  date,  2  vols. 

Criminal  record,  1885-1903,  4  vols. 

Civil  record,  Xo.  2,  1889-1899,  1  vol. 

Civil  record  index,  2  vols. 

Witness  book,  1889-1899,  1  vol. 

Commissions  of  district  court  justice  to  justices  of  peace,  1889  to  date, 
1  vol. 

Town  notes,  1892  to  date,  1  vol. 

Trespass  and  ejectment  book,  Xo.  2,  1893  to  date,  1  vol^ 
Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 
Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Register  of  clergymen,  1890  to  date,  2  vols. 
Xaturalization  ])ook,  1900  to  date,  1  vol. 

A  large  volume  of  early  <locuments  j)crtaining  to  Westerly  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  Westerly  Public  Library. 

•  The  records  are  kept  in  a  vault  in  the  town  hall.  Nearly 
all  of  the  volumes  previous  to  ISi^O  have  been  preserved  by 
the  Emery  process.  Few  towns  have  done  .so  well  in  this 
respect  as  Westerly.  The  records  need  more  thorough  index- 
ing-, however. 
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WOON  SOCKET. 

AVooiisocket  was  taken  from  Cuiiiborland  and  incor})oratod 
as  a  town  Januai'v  31,  1S^)T.  Wiien  tiie  town  of  Sniithfiokl 
was  divided.  ]March  8.  1S71.  a  portion  was  annexed  to  Woon- 
socket.    Woonsocket  was  incorporated  as  a  eity  June  13. 1SS8. 

Population:  ll,5i!T  (ISTc).  10,11)9  (iSSo),  l>8,-204  (10<h»). 

Municijnd  election  held  on  the  Tuesdav  next  after  the  lirst 
Monday  in  November,  l^oai'd  of  al(k>rnien  meets  on  the  sec- 
ond Monday  in  each  month  and  connnon  council  meets  on  the 
AVednesday  after  the  hi-st  ^Monday  in  each  month.  Pro])ate 
court  meets  on  the  lirst  and  tliii'd  Tuesdays  of  each  nionth. 

City  buildino- ir,  on  Main  street. 

KECORIJS.  - 

Town  meeting  records,  18(57-] SSS,  arr  in  1  volinne.  followed  ])y  llie  rtn-onls 
of  the  l)oard  of  aldermen  and  city  (-(juncil,  vol.-.  1-4,  l.Sss  to  date. 

Town  eouncil  records,  lsi;7-lSs8,  are  in  5  volnmes,  followed  )>y  records  of 
tlie  l>>>ard  of  aldernitMi  and  eity  council,  A'oIs.  1-4,  1SS8  to  dnte. 

Pro])ate  records  are  in  11  volumes,  1867  to  date,  includin-^'  wills.  There 
are  also  4  volumes  of  prol>ate  record  of  bonds,  lst)7  to  date,  and  a  pro- 
bate docket.    The  j)robate  records  arc  indexed  in  separate  volumes. 

Deeds  are  in  07  volumes,  1847  t(^  date.  The  lirst  volume  contains  eoi)ies 
from  Smithtield  and  Cumlterland  recrjrds.  1847-1S()7.  These  are  ]>ro- 
vided  with  sej)arate  volume^  of  indexes.  .^^>rtga<Jcs  of  personal  property 
are  kept  sei)arately  in  in  volumes,  isti7  to  date.  Receivmg  hook  for 
conveyances  is  kept.  Plats  are  in  7  large  folio  V(dumes,  18G7  to  date, 
the  first  volume,  however,  including  copies  of  earlier  Cuml)erland  plat.s 
from  1849  to  1807.  There  is  a  series  of  01  assessc^rs'  plats  mounted  on 
folio  cards  and  indexed  in  -A  small  volum(>s. 

Vital  records  are  in  10  volimie>,  is»i7  to  date — i  of  Itirths,  8  of  marriages, 
and  3  of  deaths.  Intention>oI  marriage  and  intentions  and  returns  of 
marriage  are  in  0  volumes,  ISSl  to  date. 

Assessors'  records:  Town  taxes,  called  city  taxi's  after  1888,  are  in  9  vol- 
umes, 1807  to  date.  The  city  clerk  s  oliice  also  ]>ossesse8  registry  ta.x, 
No.  1,  1807-1881;  poll  tax.  Xos.  1  and  L*.  18«t;i  to  date;  real  estate 
ledgers,  1891  U)  date,  4  vols.;  and  th»'  a-^sessors'  plats  mentioned  above. 
The  assessor's  department  in  the  city  hall  po>sesses  all  the  additional 
assessors'  reconls.    The  tax  hook-^  "have  been  i>rinted  from  1807  to  date. 

School  records:  The  city  clerk's  otlice  i>o^.<es-es  boundaries  of  school  dis- 
tricts, 1808-18S2.    Tlieschool  rejtoris  have  heen  printed  from  1807  to  date. 

Miscellaneous  records: 

Recor«l  of  attachments.  \<>\7  to  date.  1  vol. 
Record  of  corporation  certitleate-.  Is07lo<la:e.  1  vol. 
Record  of  mechanics'  lien-,  ls'i7  to  dat<\  1  vol. 
Registry  of  do._'^.  1SC,7  to  date.  4  v.-b. 

Index  of  hiirhway  matter-  \m  toun  and  <  ity  records,  1807  to  date,  1  vol. 
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I»liscellaneous  records — Continued. 

Highway  records,  1S68-18G9,  1  vol.    (Highway  districts.) 
Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  11  vols. 
Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  <late,  4  vols. 
City  ordinances,  1888  to  date,  1  vol. 
Record  of  venders'  licenses,  1895,  1  vol. 
Registry  of  town  Ix^nds,  1874.  1885,  1887,  3  vols. 
Registry  of  waterworks  bonds,  1891,  1895,  1899,  1901,  4  vols. 
Registry  of  Woonsacket  and  Pascoag  Railroad  Company  bonds,  iSSl., 
1  vol. 

Registry  of  funding  bonds,  1894,  1897,  2  vols. 

Registry  of  sewerage  bonds,  1893-1901,  5  vols. 

Militia  rolls,  18(58-1882,  I  vol. 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  t  vol. 

Register  oi  clergymen,  189L)  to  date,  1  vol. 

Militia  enrollment,  1898,  1  vol. 

Census  of  1875,  1880,  for  Woonsocket,  2  vols. 

Census  of  males  over  20  years  of  age,  1889,  5  vols.,  unbound. 

The  records  are  well  indexed,  ^^'ell  bound,  iu\d  well  kept  in 
tlie  city  building'  on  ]Main  street.  This  building  contains 
also  the  offices  of  tiic  assessors,  tax  collectors,  waterworks, 
sewer  conindssioners,  city  eng-ineer,  highway  commissioner, 
license  commissioners,  and  sealer  of  weights  and  measures, 
all  of  which  possess  the  clerical  records  of  their  respective 
departments. 


